Rattlesnake Information
Protected:  The Timber Rattlesnake is a threatened species in Minnesota, which means it is protected by law. However, if you feel that any person, pet, or livestock is in danger, you can legally kill the snake. You cannot legally keep a timber rattlesnake or any of its parts, including the rattle. Please keep in mind that snakes are mainly muscle that can contract for some time after death, so it is possible to be envenomated by a rattlesnake even if the snake is dead.  Any contact with the fangs of a Timber Rattler even after death could potentially cause problems because of the venom in their fangs.
Rattlesnake Habitat: 
1. Snakes like to be anywhere there is a food source for them.  If your yard has bushes, rocks, mulch, a water source, bird feeders or any other feature that would attract rodents, it may also attract snakes.
2.  Unkempt grassy areas are attractive to rodents.  Keep your yard mowed and trimmed.
3.  Woodpiles, particularly those covered with a tarp, are attractive to snakes. If you want to cover your wood pile, it is best to try to elevate the tarp or cover off the pile so that it is less attractive to snakes seeking basking areas. 
4.  Anything lying flat on the ground such as plywood, tin, plastic, etc.  When lifting these items make sure to lift in a way that would put the object between you and the snake.
5.  In the woods, rocks and downed trees are a favorite.  Pay attention to where you are placing your hands and feet.  Look to see if there is a snake on that rock ledge you are going to climb on or if a snake is lying next to that log you are going to step over. 
6.  When hiking or working in an area where you may encounter a snake, wear boots that go higher up the leg, long pants, long sleeved shirt and leather gloves.
How to avoid Timber Rattler encounters:
	1.  Eliminate sources that may attract a snake.
	2.  Make your presence known by making noise while walking in the woods or working in the yard.
	3.  Make sure to be aware of what is around you.
What to do if you encounter a Timber Rattler:
1.  Remove yourself and everything else a snake may harm, and leave the snake alone, letting it move on to where it was going. Most encounters are a chance occurrence. 
2.  If you want to have the snake relocated, call one of the people listed on the 2016 Rattlesnake responders for all of SE Minnesota (attachment).  Anyone of these people can be called they do not need to be from your area.
3.  If the snake is killed, call the DNR.  It is important to the DNR to get all the information about the snake and they may be able to use the skin for demonstrations. It also helps them to know where rattlesnake encounters are occurring so that they can attempt to address the situation. 
What to do if you or a pet are bitten:
1.  Get help as soon as possible. You have time, but the sooner treatment is rendered for a rattlesnake bite, the less tissue damage may occur.  Even if you are not bitten, a scratch from a fang could still cause problems because of the venom in the fangs. A nick from a fang is less likely to have a severe impact, but treatment should still be sought. 
2.  Stay calm.  This will keep the venom from spreading quickly.  Remove yourself from danger and if you have someone with you, let that person go for help while you wait for help to arrive. 
3. If possible, draw a circle around the bite area. This will help the doctors to know how much swelling has occurred since the bite and will help them to determine if venom was injected or if it was a dry bite   (no venom was injected).
4.  Most pets and livestock will survive a snakebite.  You should get medical attention for them as soon as possible.  Usually anti-venom is not required for treatment.  Treatment may consist of antihistamines, antibiotics and fluids.  The biggest concern with a rattlesnake bite to an animal is the location. If the animal is bit in the face, the swelling could close off nasal passages and affect the animal’s ability to breathe, which is more lethal than the venom. 
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Facts:
1.  Timber Rattlers are a docile animal.  They typically only strike when startled or provoked.
2.  In Minnesota, Timber Rattlers are found only in the Blufflands of southeastern Minnesota.
3.  Timber Rattlers come out of the den in May and return to the den in early to mid-October.  This is later in the spring and earlier in the fall than other snake species.
4.  Timber Rattlers like to stay in rocky areas, like those that the DNR have cleared, with plenty of open areas to sun themselves.  If there is an extended period of extreme heat they will move to out of those areas to lower ground to help regulate their body temperature.
5.  A Timber Rattler that is relocated out of its’ home range only has a 50/50 chance of survival IF it is released in a site that already has an active, viable timber rattlesnake den. If it is relocated to an area that doesn’t already have an active rattlesnake den, the chances of survival for that relocated snake are even less. 
6.  The DNR is NOT relocating Timber Rattlers to areas that do not have a rattlesnake population already.
7.  A Timber Rattler is vulnerable for 2 days after is strikes and injects its’ venom.  It takes that long to build their venom supply back up.  They need to keep their venom supply to use on their prey so they do not like to inject venom into anything they are not going to eat.
8.  A Timber Rattler will typically give you warning signs before striking.  They will puff themselves up with air to appear larger, thrash around, coil and rattle. Often, the first strike is a closed-mouth, bluff strike. 
9.  A coiled Timber Rattler can strike about 2/3 of their body length.  A Timber Rattler that is not coiled can only strike at things at very close range.  
10.  Timber Rattlers give birth to live offspring in rocky areas in September. 
11.  Timber Rattlers will go into water and swim BUT they are not a very graceful swimmer and really look out of place in water.
12.  Male timber rattlesnakes range about two miles from their den, non-pregnant females about 1 mile and pregnant females stay fairly close to the den. 
13.  There has not been a death of a person in Minnesota from a Timber Rattler bite since the early 1900s.
14.  The DNR are looking for people to train and certify as rattlesnake responders.
15.  The DNR would like to know about any sighting of alive or dead Timber Rattlers.

Contact Information
On the web go to:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us and search for Timber Rattlers
DNR Contact person:
Jaime Edwards- Nongame Wildlife Specialist 
Phone: 507-206-2820
Email: Jaime.Edwards@state.mn.us
3555 9th St. NW Suite 350
Rochester, MN 55901
