CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF AUGUST 4, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING FOR INTERIM USE PERMIT FOR TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE’S 1 MW (1,000 kW) SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC PANEL SYSTEM
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The August 4, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Chad Rasmussen, Todd Baker and Hamilton Petersen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck; Treasurer Judy Graham and City Clerk Kristina Mart. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Absent: City Attorney Thomas Manion.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the July 21, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was approved as presented on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Josh Pope, Project Engineer Bolton and Menk; Ted Kjos of Tri-County Electric Cooperative.

UPDATES: Mayor Johnson met with the owners of Curt’s Place and Hi-Tech in regards to the complaints from the previous Council Meeting. To clarify, Mayor Johnson spoke with Hi-Tech regarding the debris on the premises. The demo material was from the old Club Sixteen, not flood debris as original thought. The owners plan to clean it up, but first they will need to sort through the pile and then they will remove it. 

FINANCIALS – The July 31, 2015 Now Acct. Balance per Bank is $256,642.48. The July Receipts-per Bank are $50,999.17. The Disbursed-July per Bank are $99,993.35. The Projected Preliminary August Claims are at $23,292.12 and the August 31, 2015 Now Acct Balance is estimated at $221,863.07 plus Receipts. The Certified 2016 LGA is $27,574.00 which decreased $8,250.00 from 2015.

INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: Two MIF Flood Revolving Fund CD Renewals both in the amount of $51,376.35, which both mature on August 9, 2015.

The Financials and Investments were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

COOPERATIVE WAY / PEMBER QUOTE: Josh Pope was present before the Council with a proposal from Pember’s for additional pavement work to be completed beyond the warranty repair maintenance agreement for Cooperative Way. Mr. Pope cautioned the Council that this proposal would provide variable results, as some of the issues may be fixed, but other issues may arise. Mr. Pope recommends the acceptance of this proposal with the work starting as early as the end of the week or early next week. The maintenance agreement states all work must be completed by September 15th, 2015. Therefore, the Council accepted the Pember quote proposal in the amount of $26,305.00 approved on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. In addition, Mayor Johnson conveyed to Mr. Pope that Pember’s needs to put Dowling concrete in order to maintain this. Pember is responsible for the maintenance agreement repair work, in which they will need to do that work.

OTHER ROAD / BRIDGE UPDATES: 
The 2015 Pavement Management Improvement Projects kicked off today with crack sealing, Thursday, August 6th they will start sealcoating, and middle to late September the road widening will be complete. 
The Tuff Lane Bridge Project is coming along. The contracts have been signed and a pre-construction meeting will take place in the next couple of weeks.
Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Scheck received a quote on a weed sprayer for the thistles and other invasive weeds growing out of control along the roadsides. Visibility along the road ditches is crucial and needs to be cleared of such debris. The Council believes that Scheck will need to obtain a license to spray, Scheck will check on how to obtain a license, if needed. No further action will take place until more is learned about the license needed.

PUBLIC HEARING At 7:30 p.m., the Regular Council Meeting was closed and the Public Hearing was opened on a motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. The discussion for the proposed Interim Use Permit for Tri-County Electric Cooperatives installation and use of a 1 megawatt (1,000 kilowatt) Solar Photovoltaic panel system to be located on their property near City Park Road and Cooperative Way. The Council reviewed the project sketch and the application. Planning and Zoning Administrator Pettit conveyed to the Council that all requirements in Ordinance Number 5, Subsection 1520 on Solar Energy Systems have been met with this application. Ted Kjos, Vice-President of Marketing for TEC was present at the Public Hearing and conveyed to the Council their plans to possibly postpone the project for now, as President Obama just passed the Clean Power Act into law. They would like to receive further information in regards to incentives and renewables which Tri-County Electric Cooperative may now take advantage of with the new Clean Power Act. Planning and Zoning Administrator Pettit stated to Mr. Kjos that the permit is valid for one year unless substantial progress is made. If the project goes beyond the one year timeframe then Tri-County Electric Cooperative will need to fill out another application, pay the fees, and have another Public Hearing at that time. No other citizens were present at the Public Hearing. 
At 7:35 p.m., the Public Hearing was closed and the Regular Council Meeting was re-opened on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker, and carried unanimously. After further discussion, Planning and Zoning Administrator Pettit recommended to the Council the approval with no conditions, approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously to approve the Interim Use Permit #1157 for the installation and use of a 1 megawatt (1,000 kilowatt) Solar Photovoltaic Panel System on the property of Tri-County Electric Cooperative in the City of Rushford Village.

PLANNING / ZONING: Planning-Zoning Administrator Pettit had several new permits to report. Jesse McNamer’s storage shed, Tanya Betthauser’s chicken coop, Moonyeen Holle’s metal carport, Ruth Loomis pole shed on property, Mike Benson for a porch on Steve Werner’s property. The Council agreed that the landowner must make the application and pay for it. Mayor Johnson stated the landowner is giving their acknowledgement that this work is being completed if they fill out and sign the application. Mr. Pettit will mail the application to Steve Werner who is living out of state at this time.  

PUBLIC WORKS-MAINTENANCE PT ASSISTANT: JOB DESCRIPTION/HOURS/TIMELINE
The Council reviewed the previous 2014 Public Works-Maintenance Project List and reviewed the items completed by Public Works-Maintenance Director Bob Thieret and his part-time assistant Evan Meier. The 2015 road tour projects were reviewed as well. The Council is indecisive if a part-time or full-time assistant is needed. Therefore, the Council tabled this issue until the next Council Meeting were they can come up with a plan and proceed from there. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 
Rushford-Peterson Valley Branded Flags - The City of Rushford Village received a request from the Rushford Chamber to place branded flags along the Highway 43 South Bridge. Councilor Overland spoke with someone from the chamber and he was told they are looking for all three cities to participate in a collaborative effort to get a grant to purchase these flags. These flags would be inappropriate along the Highway 43 South Bridge as it is considered a Veterans Memorial with donations received from the Rushford American Legion. However, the flags could be placed somewhere else in Rushford Village. The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to work with the Rushford Chamber and the other two cities in a collaborative effort to get the grant to purchase these Rushford-Peterson Valley Branded flags. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Taste of The Trail, Saturday, September 26th, 10:00-3:00 p.m. Rushford Depot; Conquer The Bluff / Tri-City Challenge, Saturday, October 10th. 

Next Mtgs: Council: August 18th, and September 1st, 2015; Zoning: August 13th, 2015 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:00 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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