CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF MARCH 17, 2015 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 5

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The March 17, 2015 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Chad Rasmussen, Todd Baker and Hamilton Petersen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Planning/Zoning Commission Members Joyce Iverson, Bruce Hovland; Public Works Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck; City Attorney Thomas Manion; Treasurer Judy Graham. Absent: City Clerk Kristina Mart.  

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the March 3, 2015 Regular Council Meeting & Public Hearing on Amendments to Ordinance No. 5 was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: None other than the Public Hearing Guests – Tony Tomashek and Andrew Peters of Mathy and Harold Naber of Trail Side Campground.  

FINANCIALS –Projected Final March Claims: $ 36,223.41; March 31, 2015 Now Acct Balance (Est): $ 123,075.68 + Receipts:          

INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: No activity to report at this time. 

The Financials were approved on motion by Rasmussen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

2015 ROCK BIDS: Two bids were received as follows: Bruening Rock: $11.14/cu.yd. delivered and spread, $9.57/cu.yd. when picked up at the pile; Milestone Materials: $11.14/cu.yd. delivered and spread, $7.76/cu.yd. when picked up at the pile. Therefore, the 2015 Rock bids were accepted at $11.14/cu.yd. delivered and spread by both Bruening and Milestone Materials as needed, and at $7.76/cu.yd. when picked up at the pile with Milestone Materials on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.

STATEMENT OF INTEREST ALL HAZARD MITIGATION PLANNING (FILLMORE COUNTY): The Council reviewed Fillmore County’s request to have the City of Rushford Villages participation in the All Hazard Mitigation Plan, at no cost to Rushford Village. This Statement of Interest merely informs FEMA that the City of Rushford Village has the opportunity to participate in the planning process and able to add things to the Fillmore County Hazard Mitigation Plan as needed. The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously to participate in this plan by completing and returning the Statement of 
Interest to Fillmore County. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are holding a Fillmore County Consultation Coordination Officer Meeting on Wednesday, April 8, 2015 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. at the Fillmore County Government Center in Preston. Then, from 4:00-6:00 p.m., FEMA will hold a Flood Risk Information Open House for residents of Fillmore County. This open house will also be held at the Fillmore County Government Center in Preston, Room 108 on Wednesday April 8, 2015. 

SIGNATURE SPONSOR - FILLMORE COUNTY JOURNAL – TROJAN STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPS: The Council discussed the request to be a signature sponsor in the Fillmore County Journal’s full two-page spread congratulating the Trojan State Basketball Champs at a cost of $27.00. The Council and the City acknowledged the team’s accomplishment, but the Council and City Attorney Manion agreed that this is more of a community/team building ad rather than economic development, so the Council made no further motion. 

PLANNING/ZONING-Pettit: New Permits/Inquires/Updates: Planning/Zoning Administrator Pettit reviewed with the Council the 2015-2016 Interim Use Renewal Application #1127, for Featherstone Fruits and Vegetable Ag Worker Housing on the Peterson Farm including the results of his annual inspection. The Council accepted the new 2015-2016 Interim Use Renewal Application #1127 and approved it on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. Mr. Pettit also had one new permit in process to report for Jelaine & Joel Merchlewitz for their re-roof. Pettit also reported that MDOT is requesting Farmers’ Cooperative Elevator to reapply for access, as they have had some changes and bigger access then first permitted. 
Mayor Johnson conveyed to the Council his concerns regarding the cars parked along the shoulder of City Park Road near Featherstone; he believes that they could possibly damage the public road. City Attorney Thomas Manion conveyed to the Council that City Statues state that the City of Rushford Village can regulate and mandate parking on the city’s public roadways.  

WATER / SEWER / ROAD / BRIDGE: Public Works / Maintenance Supervisor Travis Scheck will look at the culvert near Grace Carlson’s in South Rushford. In addition, Council Member Rasmussen had a call regarding a water shut-off valve in South Rushford that is located six-eight inches higher than ground level. The Council along with Public Works / Maintenance Supervisor Scheck thought there might be an extension on this value, so it may be possible to drop it down to the ground level for future safety of the residents. 

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ON AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE NO. 5, ZONING and LAND USE ORDINANCE, Sections 100-800, 1100-1600, 1700-2700. At 7:30 p.m., the Regular Council Meeting was closed and the Public Hearing was opened on a motion by Petersen, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. The Council along with the Planning/Zoning Commission reviewed the proposed amendments and discussed the ongoing notes, questions and clarifications regarding some of the wording to the amendments including excavation, mining, fencing, land alterations, landowner of record, and other above sections. 

The people from Mathy were present at the Public Hearing regarding the fencing around open pits in residential, commercial/industrial zoned areas that are to be considered attractive nuisances. Tony Tomashek of Mathy conveyed to the Council that the Mine Safety Health Administration (MSHA) regulates the safety of the Mathy mines for the vehicles and miners. He suggested cyclone fencing around the pit near the campground to protect the property and/or the use of a berms around it as well. In addition, Mathy’s reclamation standards requires a six to one slope out into the water at least six feet deep, then they grade into the water at six percent, so you can walk in and walk out. 

Mr. Tomashek suggested that the city give a combination of suitable safety precautions around pits such as berms, trees, chain link or cyclone fencing. Campground owner Harold Naber believes that if it is posted with no trespassing signs that should be a suitable safety precaution. He believes that we can’t safe guard against every hazard out there, but Mayor Johnson conveyed to Mr. Naber that if we do not attempt to protect the public they will not protect themselves. We need to work with adjoining landowners to have safe guards in place. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There was no further input or suggestions. Therefore, at 8:45 p.m., the Public Hearing was closed and the Regular Council Meeting was re-opened on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. After discussion, the Council decided to table the approval of the Amendments and Summary Resolution until the next Council Meeting on Tuesday, April 7th at 7:30 p.m., on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. Attorney Manion will have the Resolution/Summary for publication completed for the next Council Meeting. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Clerks Annual MCFOA Conference, March 17th-20th, Bluff Country Safety Training, Tuesday, March 24th, 1:00 p.m. in Rushford; Board of Appeals & Equalization Meeting, Tuesday, April 21st, 6:30 p.m. Rushford Village Council Chambers / City Hall.

Next Mtgs: Council: April 7th, and April 21st, 2015; Zoning: April 16th, 2015 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:56 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 
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