[bookmark: _GoBack]CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF SEPTEMBER 2, 2014 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING AND THE SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 RUSHFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT MILL RATE MEETING

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         

The September 2nd, 2014 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Hamilton Petersen, and Chad Rasmussen. Also, present: Planning-Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret; City Attorney Thomas Manion; Treasurer Judy Graham, and City Clerk Kristina Mart. 
Absent: Councilman Todd Baker.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Rasmussen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the August 19th, 2014 Regular Council Meeting was approved as presented with corrections on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
 
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Peggi Redalen from the Fillmore County Journal

FINANCIALS – The August 31, 2014 Now Acct. Balance per Bank is at $238,107.99. The August Receipts-per Bank are at $13,966.13; August-Disbursed per Bank is at $56,231.98. The Projected Preliminary September Claims is at $32,997.01; with a September 30, 2014 Now Acct Balance estimated at $205,110.98 + Receipts:          

INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB:  One General CD Renewal in the amount of $ 15,323.51, which matures on 09-10-2014 
The Financials and Investment CD Renewal were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
                            
OTHER BUSINESS:  
Fillmore County Journal –September 13th, Taste of Trail Welcome Visitors Ad: The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to go ahead with the Welcome Ad for the Taste of the Trail at a cost of $40.00 is Rushford Village’s portion of the shared cost. 

2015 BUDGET REVIEW: The Council reviewed the 2015 Preliminary Budget numbers which included Road-Rock/Blacktop, Bridges/Culverts, Waste Collection, and Brush Cleaning along with the Current Investments and CD’s to purchase in 2015. The City of Rushford Village has had a $26,000 annual increase just for garbage, which is a service that Rushford Village pays out of tax dollars. For 2014, the property taxes for Rushford Village were $350,000, but unfortunately with the increases for garbage and road materials within the next year, including the loss of nearly twenty percent of Local Government Aid, the Council agreed that they may have to consider raising the property tax this year to $380,000 or maybe even more. The Council will review the proposed 2015 Budget breakdown at the next Council Meeting on September 16th. In addition, the Council discussed brush cleaning along Aspen Road and Tower Ridge Road. Mayor Johnson suggested we get in contact with Norby Tree Service and have them take a look at these two roads. 

LGA UPDATE: Treasurer Graham sent a letter to the State challenging the Village’s Local Government Aid        ( LGA) which decreased nearly twenty percent from last year. Mayor Johnson received a response call from Bill Sparks regarding the LGA. Mr. Sparks conveyed that the City of Rushford Village has excessive land values and very low tax structure which shows that CRV has no need for Local Government Aid. Mr. Sparks agrees that the formula used indeed has some flaws, but their hands are tied. He suggested that the City of Rushford Village meet with local MN State Legislators and let them know that this formula has flaws, which does not benefit all cities that need it. In 2015, the City of Peterson increased and they will receive $43,725. The City of Rushford increased and they will receive $588,211, and Rushford Village decreased and will now receive $35,824. 
	
PLANNING-ZONING: Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator reported no new permit applications. However, Mr. Pettit had an inquiry from Jonathan Peterson regarding an Ag fence line feeder for his cattle. Mr. Pettit conveyed to Mr. Peterson that he would need a permit if he adds a roof to the structure or upgrades it in any other way. 
Mr. Pettit reported to the Council on the Farmers’ Cooperative Elevator email he had received. The Council suggested that Farmers Cooperative Elevator make a plan and present it to the Rushford Village Council before receiving a permit. Then, Mr. Pettit gave the Council an update on Vern Bunke’s Permit. The State has given Mr. Bunke his permit, but he has not started anything at this point. In addition, Mr. Pettit will be attending a FEMA Flood Map Training Meeting in Winona in October.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: Crack filling is complete and chip seal operations start tomorrow. Mayor Johnson requested that the Clerk contact Brian Malm of Bolton and Menk regarding the Cooperate Way joint sealing. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Taste of the Trail, Saturday, September 13th, 10:00-3:00 p.m., Rushford Depot; Tri-City Meeting, Tuesday, September 23rd, 7:00 p.m., Rushford Village Hall-Community Center 

Next Mtgs: Council: September 16th, and October 7th, 2014; Zoning: September 11th, 6am, CRV Office. 

A motion to adjourn was made at 8:12 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 




Fall 2014 Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Meeting, September 15, 2014 7:00 p.m. Rushford Fire Hall

Mayor Johnson, Councilmembers Overland, Rasmussen, and Clerk Mart attended the Rushford Fire Department Mill Rate Meeting, which was called to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Fire Hall. The Minutes of the spring and fall 2013 Mill Rate Meetings were reviewed along with the Financial Reports that were provided. Fire Chief Paul Corcoran provided the Chiefs Year-In-Review for 2013 and the Rushford Fire Department Activity Log. In addition, Fire Chief Corcoran advised the group that they recently updated their Jaws of Life tool and they are looking at purchasing a new pumper truck in 2017 which could possibly cost in the range of $400,000. In addition, The City of Rushford Village received a statement for the 2015 Annual Fire Contract in the amount of $15,469.36, which is the same amount as the 2014 Annual Fire Contract. To conclude, a meeting will take place sometime in the later part of August 2015 and at that time, we will review the adjusted truck schedules and new contracts. The business meeting of the Mill Rate Board adjourned on motion at 7:16 p.m.


Written by: Kristina Mart, City Clerk






09-02-2014 Page 1

