CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF NOVEMBER 5, 2013 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         

The November 5th, 2013 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson, and Dennis Overland. Also, present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and City Clerk Kristina Mart. Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret was present later. Absent: Todd Baker

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the October 15th, 2013 Regular Council Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Arden Fitzgerald, Peggy Redalen from the Fillmore County Journal.

Arden Fitzgerald was present before the Council questioning who was paying for the culverts along Meadow Avenue in South Rushford. The Council conveyed to Mr. Fitzgerald that the City of Rushford Village was the party paying for the culverts along Meadow Avenue; they were put in because some erosion and the damage to the roadway caused by the storm water being pumped from the holding tank along Goodrich St. The plan is to widen and re-pave Meadow next year. Mr. Fitzgerald believes that the City of Rushford Village should have paid for the Goodrich culverts like Meadow Avenue; however, the City of Rushford Village gave Mr. Fitzgerald a chance to pay less for the culverts and the labor, but Mr. Fitzgerald did not accept the offer given to him at that time. In addition, the Council told Mr. Fitzgerald that the City of Rushford Village has put together a plan to hopefully put a temporary plug in the culvert under Hwy 16 if the Root River would flood enough to threaten flooding in South Rushford. The Minnesota Department of Transportation will not accept a dike on their roadways and natural drainage is minimal in the area of the culvert.

Peggy Redalen of the Fillmore County Journal was present with another proposal for advertising the City of Rushford Village in the Fillmore County Journal’s Visitor’s Guide again for 2014. A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to purchase a half page full color ad in the Visitors Guide for one year at $322.00. The Council agreed that this Ad would benefit the campground and other areas of the community. Redalen will be in contact with Clerk Mart, and together they can review the ad proofs, and critique them if needed.
 
FINANCIAL – October 31st, 2013 Now Acct. Balance per Bank: $286,349.61; Receipts per Bank-October: $13,747.44; Disbursed Claims per Bank-October: $44,394.54; Projected November Claims: $23,253.55; Projected November 30, 2013 Now Account Balance (Est.): $263,096.06 + Receipts The Financials including the Claims List were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

INVESTMENTS CD Renewals at RSB- Two Sewer Fund CD renewals each for one year in the amounts of $30,606.12, and $20,404.07, which matured on 11-1-13. The Council approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously to renew these investments for one year at a .75% interest rate, as well as check into the CD Rates through Merchants Bank, that is now located in Rushford. 

Citizen Complaint – Animal Control Issue in South Rushford
[bookmark: _GoBack]A resident from South Rushford made a formal complaint to the City of Rushford Village against a neighbor’s dogs and cat. The complaint stated that the neighbor’s dogs bark non-stop, and one of the dogs is not on a lease when outside, therefore, the dog tends to run at large on the complainant’s property and litters on their side of the grass as well, this complaint included the neighbor’s cat littering on the property also. After Council discussion, City Attorney Manion advised the Council that he will respond to this complaint with a letter to the owner of the animals to get the situation resolved.

CTAS Accounting Software New Version Number Eight. The Council discussed purchasing the newest version of the Small City and Town Accounting System (CTAS). The Minnesota State Auditor’s Office will need a one-time user upgrade fee of $300.00 from each city that wants to use the new version of (CTAS). The Council approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to pay the one-time upgrade user fee of $300.00 to receive the new updated version of CTAS beginning in 2014.  

Technology: The Council approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of the new tower for the office-billing computer. In addition, Ace Communications transferred data from the old billing computer tower to the new one and changed the back-up from the old tower to the Clerk’s office computer.

ZONING: Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator reported on one new permit from Jon & Dorothy Pettit for a 35x10 lean-to pole shed. Mr. Pettit received an inquiry from Neil Fishbaugher of Alliant Land Real Estate with general questions regarding the one-hundred and twenty acres called Rushford Woods. Mr. Pettit conveyed to Mr. Fishbaugher that this piece of property could be turned into a subdivision or could be split once. The Council suggests that Mr. Fishbaugher bring in a plan for the Council to review.

The Public Hearings scheduled for Tuesday, November 19th for Amending, Adopting, and Establishing a Planning and Zoning Commission along with Amending and Adopting the Comprehensive Plan was approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.   

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret made a request to the Council 
for the purchase of a used 236 Cat Skid-steer with bucket and two tires from the City of Rushford in the amount of $14,500. In addition, Thieret had also found a used Case skid steer with grapple fork, and trailer for sale as a package deal in Eagle River for $18,000. The Council approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously giving authority to Mayor Schwanke and Thieret to evaluate the options, and purchase the one that’s the most practical. Furthermore, Thieret gave the Council an update on some of the projects that have been completed such as Meadow Lane drainage, County Line culvert, Malmin Lane culvert, replacement of well cover and electrical box, testing had been completed on piping and switch reverse sump pump, and the addition to the rock shed is nearing completion.

SEWER: Mayor Schwanke received one lab test taken in October, the numbers are still lower than previous months.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The Council discussed the invitation to the Root River Trail of Towns – DMC Reception scheduled for Monday, November 18th, 7:00 p.m. in Lanesboro. Mayor Schwanke cannot attend this event. In addition, Councilmen and Acting Mayor Gordon Johnson will need to review his schedule first, before committing to this event. 

OTHER / MEETINGS: City Clerk Mart Surgery – Out of Office November 6th – December 2nd, 2013;
Final Comp Plan Public Hearing, Tuesday, November 19, 2013, 7:30 p.m., CRV Community Center; Bluff Country Safety Meeting, Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013, 1:00 p.m., CRV Hosting; Final 2014 Levy & Budget Meeting, Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013, CRV Council Chambers

Motion to Adjourn was made at 8:50 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.

Written by: Kristina A. Mart, City Clerk
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