CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF OCTOBER 15, 2013 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The October 15, 2013 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson and Todd Baker. Also, present Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and City Clerk Kristina Mart. 

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the October 1st, 2013 Regular Council Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Malm from Bolton and Menk, Taylor Peterson, Andy Prinsen, and the Oakwood/Sherwood Cemetery Association Members: Jack O’Donnell, Rachel Ukkestad, and Dorothy Pettit. 

Taylor Peterson was present before the Council questioning the language in the Villages Ordinance number 5, Subdivision 602 regarding Protected Agriculture. Mr. Peterson stated that a new second dwelling was built 500 feet away from his land; therefore, he has now lost his rights to a feedlot permit. He believes that the village’s ordinance is misleading, and his neighbors should not have had the right to build a new home on the family’s farmstead unless they own, operate, or are employed on the family farm, which Mr. Peterson does not know if they are. The Council gave Mr. Peterson several examples of other family farms in the Village, which have second residents on the farmstead. Mr. Peterson also shared with the Council that his grandmothers farm is in a Conservation Land Trust  and they could only use that land for grazing & not a feedlot. In addition, the Council suggested that the Zoning Board review the language in this Ordinance to make it clearer to understand.  

The Oakwood/Sherwood Cemetery Association was present before the Council because they were on the Agenda for discussion. The Village had issued a permit for cemetery access near the Prinsen’s driveway located off Highway 16 in South Rushford, but first it needed to be approved by the Minnesota Department of Transportation specifications. The City of Rushford Village as well as the Cemetery Association received a denial letter from Tom Streiff of the MN DOT regarding the requested driveway access to the Oakwood/Sherwood Cemetery. Mr. Streiff stated, he could not grant access without the property deed rights from the Cemetery Association. Therefore, the Cemetery Association again requested that the City of Rushford Village provide them with a Quick Claim Deed; however, City Attorney Manion stated that the City of Rushford Village could not have any jurisdiction over the land; the plat shows this is a private cemetery and there are no findings of it being public. Since the cemetery is private Fillmore County has jurisdiction, but the County does not see it that way. The Council is in support of the Cemetery Association’s renovations to the cemetery, but has been advised that they cannot grant access. In addition, Attorney Manion stated that Fillmore County is the better entity to handle this request. The Cemetery Association argues that these five acres of land that the cemetery is on is public land. The Council understands the Cemetery Associations frustrations, but at this point Fillmore County has the jurisdiction over the land and not the City of Rushford Village.

FINANCIAL – Current October Paid Claims: $ 17,241.46; Projected Final October Claims: $ 31,467.89; 
Projected October 31, 2013 NOW Acct Balance (Estimated): $285,528.82 + Receipts;                                         		                         					            
INVESTMENTS CD Renewals at RSB - No Investment Renewals at this time. 
The Financials were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

The Goodrich Street utility easement has been determined by Roger Brand and the City of Rushford Village to be thirty-three feet. Attorney Manion plans to meet with Attorney Kellum to review the findings on a later date.

Southeast Minnesota League of Municipalities is requesting the City a Rushford Village to host or co-host with Rushford next year. Mayor Schwanke will put this item on the Agenda to be discussed at the next Tri-Cities Meeting to see if either city would be interested. Councilman Baker will contact Brenda Johnson to get some dates for next year. Councilman Johnson suggested that the Conference Room at the Tri-County Electric Building might be large enough to accommodate a meeting such as this.

Technology: After the Granicus Conference call, Councilman Overland is looking into opening up several additional ports on the new computer, which are needed for the software to work. In addition, Dennis Overland will talk with Pete of Ace Communications and get the main server on the newest office computer as well. At this point, the City of Rushford Village is awaiting a response back from Granicus to move onto the next step.

Brain Malm from Bolton and Menk presented to the Council the Construction Plans and Specs for the County Line Road Project, along with a maintenance schedule. The Bolton-Menk engineers’ estimate is at $318,000. 
Mr. Malm recommends to the village, the option 1 schedule with Resolution to Receive Bids in February 2014. 
In addition, Mr. Malm presented the proposed Pavement Management Plan, which includes a pavement evaluation on all gravel and asphalt roads in the City of Rushford Village including but not limited to cost data and budget analysis. Bolton and Menk, Inc. will provide the outlined services in the proposed plan for an estimated $8,000.  Mr. Malm shared with the Council that they will start on the plan as soon as they are authorized to do so. It will be essential to complete it before the snow cover and would be completed by February 28, 2014. If early snow prevents the completion, the schedule will need to be adjusted. After further discussion, the Council on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson accepted the proposed Pavement Management Plan.
	
ZONING - Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator reported on two new permits: Steve Anderson re-roofing his barn and Kathryn Gellersen new siding and windows for her home. In addition, Mr. Pettit received one inquiry from Brian Moran who inquired about a land alteration permit to move dirt. 
The Council requested that at the Annual Meeting in January of 2014 we review the costs for Zoning Permits and Fees.

Fence Ordinance No. 5, Subsection 1514; the Council reviewed the updated proposed ordinance and made a couple of suggested changes to the language.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES - Tree and Brush Clearing on Ridgeview Road is almost complete. Mayor Schwanke asked the Council if there were any other areas the Council would like to try to clear yet this fall. 
The Village Road Damage: The Council reviewed the photos taken by Maintenance/Public Works Director Thieret after the heavy rain and runoff from the last storm. The Council agreed to repair the road and clean out the culvert. Mayor Schwanke had spoken with someone from Yucatan regarding tree trimming on Yucatan’s part of the Village Road.

WATER / SEWER - The Hydrant Flushing in South Rushford is being done this week. Mayor Schwanke has been reviewing the latest sewer results and noted that we are finally seeing lower wastewater usage under 10,000 gallons with a few days over 10,000 during the month of September. 

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: The CRV Fall Clean-up is Saturday, October 19th, 8am – Noon. The Comp. Plan Draft Review Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 22nd, 7:00 p.m., CRV Community Center; Tri-Cities Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 23rd, 6:30 p.m., CRV Community Center; Bluff Country Safety Training is scheduled for Thursday, October 24th, 1:00 p.m., in Spring Grove; Fall League of Minnesota Cities Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 29th, 1:00 p.m., Zumbrota VFW. 
Next Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 5th and November 19th, 2013. 
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