CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES, OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2013 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING INCLUDING THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVES’ INTERIM USE PERMIT FOR SOLAR PANELS
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         

The September 3rd, 2013 Regular Council Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson, Dennis Overland and Todd Baker. Also, present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Attorney Thomas Manion; Treasurer Judy Graham, and City Clerk Kristina Mart. 

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  

MINUTES of the August 20th, 2013 Regular Council Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Ted Kjos of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Brian Malm from Bolton-Menk

FINANCIAL – August 31, 2013 Now Acct. Balance per Bank: $342,321.53; Receipts per Bank-August: $10,539.87; Disbursed claims-August: $53,618.92; Projected September Claims: $30,548.55; Projected September 30, 2013 Now Account Balance (Est.): $311,772.98 + Receipts The Financials were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. 
INVESTMENT CD Renewals at RSB: None reported at this time.

The Council reviewed the Proposed 2014 Budget and Property Tax Levy. The Final Budget and Tax Levy Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. The Levy will remain at $360,000 for 2014. 
The City of Rushford Village Resolution #2013-09-03 for the Proposed Collected Property Tax Levy for 2014 was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously.

Technology: The iPads were ordered from Walmart and should arrive at the store for pick-up by September 11th.

ZONING: Jon Pettit, Zoning Administrator had received the following permit application for an addition to a dwelling and garage from Jonas Sublett.
The Council along with Zoning Administrator Pettit discussed the Villages’ Fencing Ordinance and determined that the resident in question was in violation for not obtaining a permit before erecting a fence and they will be required to pay a $250.00 fine.
Furthermore, the Council approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously to hold a Public Hearing on September 17th amending the Animal Control Ordinance and portions of Ordinance #5. In addition, the Council will further discuss adopting a Planning and Zoning Commission at the next Council Meeting on September 17, 2013.

PUBLIC HEARING At 7:30 p.m., the Regular Council Meeting was closed and the Public Hearing was opened on a motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker and carried unanimously. The discussion for the proposed Interim Use Permit for Tri-County Electric Cooperatives installation and use of a 40 kilowatt solar array to be located on their  property. Ted Kjos, Vice-President of Marketing for TEC was present at the Public Hearing and conveyed to the Council their plans for a community solar energy project. The solar panels require a single-phase installation and an automated system with battery technology. The members in the community that are interested in purchasing solar energy will be able to buy one or more solar panels. The average solar energy savings is 270-410 kilowatts a year. Mr. Kjos added that the proposed timeframe for this Solar Energy Project is later this fall. 
At 7:44 p.m., the Public Hearing was closed and the Regular Council Meeting was re-opened on motion by Petersen, seconded by Baker, and carried unanimously. After further discussion, the Zoning Board recommended to the Council the approval with no conditions, approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to approve the Interim Use Permit #1054 for the installation and use of a 40 kilowatt Solar Panel System on the property of Tri-County Electric Cooperative in the City of Rushford Village.

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: The Council discussed and reviewed all four proposals from the Engineering Firms: Yaggy Colby, WHKS, Bolton-Menk, and Davy Engineering for the County Line Road Project. The Council approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously to proceed with the project engineers at Bolton-Menk. In addition, Mr. Brian Malm project engineer with Bolton-Menk was present at the Council Meeting. Earlier, Mr. Malm had viewed County Line Road with Public Works Director, Bob Thieret. Mr. Malm had no concerns with the road, but he did convey to the Council that the road will need at least six inches of aggregate and four inches of asphalt. In addition, he will develop CAD Plans for the project detailing the work to be done as well as the bidding process and purposed schedule of plans and specs. Furthermore, the Council agreed to have Mr. Malm come back again to review County Line Road as well as the other roads in South Rushford. Mr. Malm will be in contact with Public Works Director Thieret to set-up a convenient time. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Norby Tree Service came out and looked at County Line Road and Ridgeview. Norby Tree Service has proposed using their brush cutter first & bucket truck and a chipper to follow. At this point, there are many roads in Rushford Village that need tree and brush clean-up and it will take some time to complete. The Council discussed their options and approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to proceed with Norby Tree Service on a trial basis. 

WATER: Mayor Schwanke conveyed to the Council that Public Works Director Thieret found a vacant home in South Rushford where the extra 5000 gallons/day was coming from. The problem has now been resolved.
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The Council discussed another request made from the Rushford-Peterson Branding Council to provide the village with their branding presentation; however, at this time, the Council has a very full calendar in September and October, so the date will have to be determined later. 

Bow Hunting Ordinance Meeting: The City of Rushford Village along with Conservation Officer Mitch Boyum, Rushford Police Chief Adam Eide, and Fillmore County Sheriff’s Office are all invited to attend the meeting to go over the proposed Bow Hunting Ordinance in Rushford Village on Thursday, September 5th. The village has been provided with several examples of other communities’ ordinances such as Rochester, Red Wing, Peterson, and the proposed Rushford one as well.

OTHER UPDATES / MEETINGS: Bow Hunting Ordinance Mtg, Thursday, September 5th, at 7 p.m., Village Hall;
Taste of the Trail, Saturday, September 7th, 2013 (10:00 – 3:00 p.m.);
Rushford Fire Dept. Mill Rate Meeting, Monday, September 23rd, 2013, 7:00 p.m., Rushford Fire Hall

Next Mtgs: Council: Regular Mtgs. September 17th, and October 1st, 2013; Zoning: September 12th, 6am, CRV Office. 

Motion to Adjourn the Regular Council Meeting was made at 9:23 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  	
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