
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 26, 7:00 PM, SPECIAL MEETING for 

The City of Rushford Village Comprehensive Plan
(as corrected)
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The February 26th, Special Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Hamilton Petersen, Todd Baker; Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit; Zoning Board Members Glen Kopperud, Darrell Erickson, Joyce Iverson, and Clerk Kristina Mart.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  Christina Peterson and Andy Masterpole of Yaggy Colby Associates. Also present: Karla Gappa, Tim and Kari Johnson, and Dave Kasper.
Mayor Schwanke welcomed and thanked everyone for attending the Special Comprehensive Planning Meeting. The City of Rushford Village Comprehensive Plan was originally put into place in the early nineties and has not been updated since then. We as citizens in this community all need to ask ourselves one question, what is the Village going to accomplish and where is it going? The Comprehensive Plan is a very critical document for the vision of Rushford Villages agriculture, housing, and community looking into the future ten, twenty, thirty years from now. The City of Rushford Village needs a good Comprehensive Plan in place along with ordinances that support the Comprehensive Plan.

 The committee can look at many areas within our community and put this plan together to best benefit everyone who lives in the Village.
Christina Peterson of Yaggy Colby and Associates presented a slide show presentation informing the Council, Zoning Board, and Rushford Village citizen committee the importance of having a Comprehensive Plan in place within our community.  The slides reflect building from our comprehensive plan, our goals, vision, and then from that make sure that our ordinances follow.
The Comprehensive Plan is the base and the ordinances reflect the plan. 
This Plan should be updated every five-ten years to make sure it reflects our communities’ needs and visions. The community of Rushford Village needs to be involved in this process either by being on the committee or other means. Furthermore, the City of Rushford Villages capital improvement plan can either be in the Comprehensive Plan or separate by itself. 

Andy Masterpole presented the group with a handout for recommendations from “The Minnesota State Comprehensive Plan Recommendations.” The Comprehensive Plan is the basis and foundation for our zoning and subdivision regulations.  The Comprehensive Plan guides local officials in their decision making process. It also provides legal protection if our zoning or subdivision ordinances are challenged in court. A public hearing is required when adopting or amending a Comprehensive Plan. When the plan is drafted, the Council needs to vote and support the plan by two-thirds. The same process applies to any future revisions/updates.
Christina and Andy presented a plan looking back at the City of Rushford Villages Comprehensive Plan adopted in 1994. Looking at an overview of the old plan the committee needs to take into consideration the growth of the community since the last Comp Plan was put in place as well as getting the best use out of our land and protecting the agricultural land in Rushford Village. Consider adopting new goals and ordinances as well as looking at the other Cities surrounding us. The purpose is to have the Village work with the City of Peterson and the City of Rushford. The Tri-Cities meeting is an example of this. The Cities are working together regarding land use and ordinances that will help the City of Rushford Village with this plan as well. 
Christina Peterson presented “Exhibit A Comprehensive Plan Sample Table of Contents” and “Comprehensive Plan Maps” to have included in the plan. The maps will tell the story and the Table of Contents will need to be referenced in the new plan as well. In developing the City of Rushford Villages new Comprehensive Plan, we need to provide a current land use plan and a future land use plan where Zoning will fit on top of that and is consider another layer to the Comp Plan where they will work hand and hand. An example for this would be adding into the Comprehensive Plan to include water, air, solar, and minerals and they will include the ordinances from Zoning. The new comp plan will need to be specific listing potential goals and ideas along with implementing the plan with research and knowledge. Christina Peterson and Andy Masterpole provided the needed information to get a plan started and they are looking forward to working with the Comprehensive Planning Committee and Rushford Village. Christina Peterson will be emailing out the information for the next meeting. However, Christina Peterson will not be able to attend the next meeting. 
The new Comprehensive Planning Committee will include two Council members, two Zoning Board members, and three to five citizens of the Village to get at least seven to nine people. Christina Peterson will also be at the meetings to help facilitate. The committee will meet once a month on the fourth Tuesday of the month for a duration of nine to fourteen months.  

Next Committee Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 26th.
OTHER UPDATES: Next Regular Council Meeting is Tuesday, March 5th, 7p.m. at CRV Hall-office
The Special meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
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