CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES, DECEMBER 18, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The December 18, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson; Absent: Council member elect Todd Baker. Also present: Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA), and City Clerk Kristina Mart.

AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the December 4, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS:  Peggy Redalen of the Fillmore County Journal was present with proposals for advertising the City of Rushford Village in the Fillmore County Journal Visitor’s Guide and the Olmsted County Journal Daytripper. The Visitors Guide is the most popular and they distribute 30,000 copies within Bluff Country in Southeast Minnesota, Northeast Iowa and Southwest Wisconsin. 80,000 copies of the Daytripper are distributed over these areas as well. These publications can be used to promote our city as a great place to live and advertise the amenities, such as the community center rental, to get our message out to the public. If Rushford Village advertises in both publications, we will receive a 10% discount along with free website advertising. A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously to purchase two half page ads in the Visitors Guide at $261.00 and the Daytripper at $440.00 with full color (an additional $45 each) less 10% discount. A CRV business ad could be placed next to the City of Rushford Village ads, e.g., the Trailside Campground. Redalen will be in contact with us and will also prepare and email ad proofs for us to review and critique.
Oaths of Office: Mayor Schwanke and Councilmember Overland took the Oath of Office for their terms to begin January 1, 2013. Councilmember-elect Todd Baker was absent this evening and will take the Oath of Office at the Council Annual Meeting on January 8, 2013.

FINANCIAL – Projected December claims: $325,517.81; Projected December 31, 2012 Now Account Balance estimate: $110,686.29 plus Receipts; the second half tax settlement for $163,822.33 was received from Fillmore County. The financials were approved as presented on motion by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Treasurer Graham had contacted Rushford State Bank to clarify the bank’s collateral above FDIC coverage and was assured by Vice-President Jim Roberton that the bank will still provide a statement of adequate collateral for CRV accounts. 

INVESTMENTS – December claims include CD’s at Rushford State Bank as approved on November 20, 2012 for investing the FEMA reimbursement of $216,746.50 into General Fund CD’s where the funds are most needed, as General Funds had covered the FEMA costs until reimbursed. All previous existing General Fund CD’s are now designated as Equipment CD’s and the year-end NOW Account balance was discussed regarding the separate funds that are all included. Authorized on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously, were the renewal of a General Fund CD that matured on 12-16-2012 at $16,122.40 and additional investments for a $15,000 General Fund Equipment CD, a $20,000 Water Fund CD, and a $5,000 Sewer Fund CD. The year-end Public Facilities Authority (PFA) Water and Sewer CD purchases are being held pending clarification of the amount required for the Well #2 PFA debt coverage.
The final estimate of unpaid bills up to $2,658.24 was certified to be submitted to the Fillmore County Auditor for collection with taxes on motion by Johnson, and seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. Consideration may be given to amending the Collection Ordinance for specific dates.
The 2012 Audit Agreement with Engelson and Associates, Ltd., was approved at an estimated cost of $3600 on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously. The 2012 Goals, Accomplishments and what will continue into 2013 were briefly reviewed by Mayor Schwanke.
Mayor Schwanke had met with City Administrator Steve Sarvi to review the Police Services Agreement with the City of Rushford and proposed a $41.00 hourly rate which was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
Video Technology Equipment: Digicom will start with the install Wednesday, December 26th, and the projector is scheduled to be here on Thursday. The January Newsletter was reviewed with the council, including a discussion of overnight parking. Mayor Schwanke suggested a city ordinance or policy for ticketing or towing for all overnight parking on a residential street because of safety concerns, and to place letters or flyers on windshields of the vehicles parked on the streets overnight.  

ZONING Discussion was held at the December 13th zoning meeting regarding an additional access for Farmers Elevator. They also have the option to buy ten acres from the Kopperuds’ for expansion with more bins to the west. This land will require re-zoning but other matters also need to be addressed. A letter supporting the access, subject to certain conditions, was reviewed by the council and approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously. 
Pettit also discussed industrial silica sand ordinances and will get samples from other county websites for the Zoning Board to review before bringing anything to the council.  Pettit reported one new permit issued to Wilton Bunke to add a garage on the side of his barn. Non-compliance was suggested but dismissed since Bunke’s property was re-zoned to commercial when he purchased the property.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: All road and bridge issues are done until next year.

WATER Well#2: Winona Mechanical payment for $70,859.25 is pending Labor Standards fringe benefits verification.  Traut Well Company’s Well #2 pump install is waiting until the ground freezes.  
SEWER: New WWT test results were received from Davy Laboratories, and Mayor Schwanke concluded that the readings have come back very good.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The second Business Retention and Expansion (BR&E) Survey will include farms with other businesses. A Steering Committee Meeting is scheduled for December 19th and the mailings are planned to go out in early January. The council reviewed and approved a Featherstone Farms letter of support for a MN Ag Department Facilities Grant on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
OTHER UPDATES: The LMC Safety Group met December 14th at CRV and included a Mock OSHA inspection; Fire Extinguisher inspections will be scheduled to occur regularly in January. Next meetings: Annual Council Meeting January 8, 2013, Zoning Board January 17th, 6:00 a.m. at CRV Office, and regular Council meeting January 22nd, Tri-City January 23rd, 6:30 p.m. at CRV, and next LMC Safety Group is scheduled for February, 21st at 1:00 p.m., location to be determined.  Motion to Adjourn was made at 8:50 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
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