  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, DECEMBER 4, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The December 4, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen. Absent: Gordon Johnson (shoulder surgery). Also present: Councilmember Elect Todd Baker, Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, City Clerk-Treasurer Judy Graham, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA), and Kristina Mart, recognized as the newly hired Rushford Village City Clerk, effective December 1, 2012 and currently in training.
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the November 20, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS: Attorney Terry Chiglo was present regarding an additional driveway access for Farmers Elevator to provide a separate entrance and exit for safety. The Elevator had previously exchanged property from Brown’s Tire and is looking to buy property from Kopperuds for the second driveway access, and has an option to buy an additional 10 acres of land to the west of their existing property to put up more grain bins. Attorney Chiglo asked CRV to cooperate with Farmers Elevator by providing a letter of support to move forward with this project. The Elevator had worked successfully with FEMA to remove existing bin property from the flood plain.  The new driveway access will likely also need to be built up to be out of the flood plain, which will be addressed through MNDOT and the MN DNR. The proximity of another driveway access within 800 feet could possibly allow for an agreement for seasonal access via the additional driveway.  Issues that need to be addressed: 1) Re-Zoning land from agricultural to commercial, 2) Impact on surrounding neighbors, and, 3) Safety concerns.  Long term planning needs to be discussed as well with General Manager Todd Rosvold before moving forward. Discussion will follow at the next zoning meeting on December 13th.
2013 LEVY-BUDGET: Following discussion and the reduction of some budgeted expenditures, the 2013 General Fund LEVY was approved at $360,000.00, the same level as for 2011 and 2012, on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.

FINANCIAL – November 30, 2012 Now Account Balance: $436,204.10; Receipts-November: $44,658.27; Disbursed-November $79,968.03; Projected Preliminary December Claims and new CD’s: $245,381.32, Projected December 31, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $190,822.78+Receipts. The financials were approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

INVESTMENTS –December claims include the General Fund CD’s at Rushford State Bank as approved on November 20, 2012 for investing the FEMA reimbursement of $216,746.50 into General Fund Investments where the funds are most needed, as General Funds had covered the FEMA costs until reimbursed; all existing General Fund investments are now designated as Equipment CD’s. Held until December 18th were the year-end PFA Water and Sewer CD purchases, an additional Equipment CD purchase, and CD Renewals for General Fund on 12-16-1012: $16,122.40 and Water Fund on 12-30-2012: $2076+.  Overland and Graham said as of January 1, 2013 banks will no longer be providing sufficient collateral for account balances over 250,000.00.  Graham will follow up with the League of MN Cities for clarification.
Meeting Technology Equipment as ordered has not been installed yet; Overland is waiting to purchase the Ipads / Tablets.  Clerk Applicant declination letters will be sent out as soon as possible.   2013 CEDA Contract was approved at $3950.00 monthly on motion by Overland and seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
Oakwood (Sherwood) Cemetery Association representative David Williams sent a letter and sample proclamation asking for CRV Council support of the Association’s efforts.  The Council had shown support in previous minutes.  Attorney Manion suggested and was authorized by Council consensus to send a letter of support and encouragement with the appropriate statute but not the proclamation which  Manion advised includes more than is appropriate based on the statute, as this is a private cemetery.
ZONING Fillmore County approved their mining ordinance that addresses industrial silica sand and general mining. Pettit had attended the November 15, 2012 public hearing in Preston.  There was discussion of Rushford Village adopting the Fillmore County ordinance, generally, after some changes. 
Pettit reported on new permits: Featherstone Farms to add steps on outside of building, and a permit for Chad Rasmussen to roof his house. Pettit met with Dave Lind to discuss the 30 foot setback required from Highway 43 for his green house. 
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – Aspen Road culvert work was completed by Generation X and Bob graded the road today. Graham had received from MNDOT, blueprints from the Houston County line to Peterson and marked the location of each culvert as requested.  The CRV Snow Removal Policy was reviewed and will be sent out to all citizens with the January newsletter.
WATER - Well#2: Winona Mechanical Contractor’s pay estimate #1 was authorized by Davy Engineering for $70,859.25 and was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Schwanke said they were closing in the expanded new pump house yesterday and today and the new well pump is expected to arrive and be installed in mid-December, depending on the pump being delivered and the ground being frozen. Change order #1 for Norman’s Electric and #2 for Traut Well Company were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  The 2nd PFA Loan Reimbursement was received for $34,808.00.  Employee interviews are being conducted by Davy project Engineer.
Bovy water pressure damage cost with clean-up time for 5 hours at $10 per hour was approved for a total of $70.55 on motion by Overland, and seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.

SEWER: Mayor Schwanke provided an update and said the wastewater test results are in the range where they should be.  He also said the poly pigging appears to have made a difference. Schwanke had talked with Jeff about a tour of the Water Waste Treatment Plant after the upgrade is completed. 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Amended Featherstone 3 acre land lease was signed. The second Business Retention and Expansion (BR&E) Survey will include farms with other businesses.
OTHER UPDATES: Next meetings: Zoning Board, December 13th, 6:00 am, CRV Office; LMC Safety Group December 14th at CRV will include CRV building inspections; Tri-City January 23, 2013, 6:30 pm at CRV; Council, December 18th, 2012, Annual Meeting January 8th, and regular Council meeting January 22nd on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
A notice will be published for these dates.  Motion to Adjourn was made at 8:40 p.m., by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
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