  
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, NOVEMBER 20, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The November 20, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson; Dennis Overland  arrived at 7:09 p.m.  Also present: Councilmember Elect Todd Baker, Zoning Administrator Jon Pettit, City Attorney Thomas Manion, City Clerk-Treasurer Judy Graham, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES of the November 7, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved as corrected on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  The November 6th, 2012 GENERAL ELECTION Results were reviewed as finalized by the Fillmore County Auditor, accepted and certified on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Superintendent Chuck Ehler, School Board Member Greg Smith, Erin Thompson, and Jennifer Ansell, who represented the “Vote Yes” Committee and also worked on the Task Force.  Public Information meetings will be on November 26th and December 10th, 2012 and the Referendum is December 19th, 2012.  There has not been a school referendum for 43 years and the R-P School District currently has no debt. Ehler presented the new school plans on power point. Starting with Early Childhood through 5th Grade was recommended by the MN Design Team that was here after the 2007 flood, in order to attract younger families.  Interest rates are at an all time low, and in collaboration with Moose Lake (near Duluth), having experienced similar flooding in 2012, the hope is to obtain State Funding to finish the Middle School and High School.  Costs to build increase about 3% per year.  In 2002, a K-12 school could have been built for $18 million. 10 years later, it will take $15 million to build the Early Childhood through 5th Grade facilities.  The lay of the land and windows will maximize the use of natural light.  Geo-Thermal is not planned due to an extra cost of $1 million (25 year payback) and maintenance costs. R-P enrollment is maintaining steady growth.  Reuse of the Peterson building is planned when the middle school students come to Rushford in 2014.
FINANCIAL – Projected Final November Claims: $34,663.08, Projected November 30, 2012 Now Acct Balance: $439,758.38-Investments+Receipts.  The financials were approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.
INVESTMENTS – Mayor Schwanke, Council Member Overland, and Accounting Officer Iverson had met about moving the FEMA reimbursement of $216,746.50 into General Fund Investments where the funds are most needed, as General Funds had covered the FEMA costs until reimbursed.  The Council approved the following committee recommendations on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to designate all existing General Fund investments as Equipment CD’s, and invest the FEMA reimbursement in Rushford State Bank CD’s to Buildings: $110,000; Major Road Projects: $75,000; Office/Technical Equipment $20,000; and Equipment $11,746.50.
Meeting Technology: Overland tried to obtain a second quote from Audio Design but the owner also had part interest in the first company, Digicom. The Digicom proposals for both rooms were approved for a total of $7448 on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  At Mayor Schwanke’s recommendation, the purchase of Dragon Speak software was approved at a cost of $130 on motion by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  The software can be trained to recognize more than one user’s voice.
Clerk Position: Mayor Schwanke said the applicant first selected had declined the offer after additional negotiations. Discussion followed on the next ranking applicant, willingness to work part-time initially, interest in working here, the positive outcome of reference checks, and discussion with Peterson Mayor Jennifer Wood about continuing separately for now.  With the need to get someone hired as soon as possible, a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to authorize negotiations and the hiring of this applicant.
ZONING Administrator Jon Pettit attended the Fillmore County Industrial Sand Ordinance public hearing on November 15th.  Discussion items included the number of mines per township, hours of operation, a restriction of 50 acres per mine with a maximum of 25 acres in operation at any one time and restoration before opening more acres.  The Ordinance will now go to the County Board.

Pettit reported on a new permit for two signs for Brian Moran’s Pioneer Seed business at the former Jim’s Cash and Carry lumberyard. As discussed with the Zoning Board: Dave Lind received a permit for a greenhouse but is building it differently than planned.  It may be the same square feet but a length of sixty feet vs. 20 x 30 feet.  Pettit will check with Lind on the greenhouse size and the 30 foot setback required from Highway 43.  The Zoning Board referred the dog barking and dangerous dog clause back to the Council for the Animal Control Ordinance #1.  The  Amended Zoning documents, as modified at the public hearings in March and April 2012, were approved for recording on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES – 2012 major projects: Aspen Road bridge installation should start next week with Generation X; 
WATER - Well#2 – WN Mechanical change order #1 was approved for an extension to June 15, 2013 for restoration work, exterior painting, etc., on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Bovy home water and filter damage cost was approved by consensus for review by Bob Thieret. 2nd PFA Loan Reimbursement was requested: $34,808.00; Staff is receiving Labor Standards payrolls and the first Employee interviews by Davy project Engineer.  SEWER: Nothing to report.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: The 2013 Trail Towns Taste of the Trail will be coordinated with the Rushford Area Chamber. Tri-City BR&E Steering Committee meets November 27th on the follow-up survey to all businesses, including farms.
OTHER UPDATES: Next meetings: Zoning Board, December 13th, 6:00 am, CRV Office; LMC Safety Group December 14th meeting will be at CRV; Tri-City January 23, 2013, 6:30 pm at CRV; Council, December 4th, with 7:30 pm Budget meeting for public discussion and December 18th, 2012.  
Motion to Adjourn was made at 9:18 p.m., by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  
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