 
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES, MAY 15, 2012 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag     
The May 15, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. in the  Rushford Village Council Chambers with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen. Absent: Gordon Johnson. Also present: continuing Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Zoning Board member Jon Pettit, Accounting Officer Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  Attorney Thomas Manion was available by phone.
AGENDA was approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the May 1, 2012 Regular Meeting were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Councilmember Johnson had submitted his resignation to be effective at this meeting.  A motion to table acceptance of Johnson’s resignation was made by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Andrea Konetchy was present regarding the name change for the road to her land, from Konetchy Lane to Energy Lane, resulting in her renter not receiving deliveries. She had purchased a bright red mailbox, added the address with large letters for placement at where the road begins and talked with Rushford City Clerk-Treasurer Zacher about replacing the Konetchy Lane sign where it will be visible. She has the signs that she will return via Helen Novlan. She was referred to Chuck’s Feed and Grain or to apply with the DNR online for a permit to burn branches and debris.
Davy Engineer Jim Kochie reported on results of the 2:00 p.m. bid opening for the Well#2 and Pumphouse Improvement project. Also present at the opening were Mayor Schwanke, CRV Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret, and bid representatives from Wapasha Construction, Winona Mechanical, and Norman’s Electric.  Bids were also submitted by Mark J. Traut Wells, Sam’s Well Drilling, Keys Well Drilling Co, and Jeff’s Well Drilling. Kochie recommended tentative award contracts for low bids as follows: 
1) General & Mechanical Construction to Winona Mechanical, Inc, Winona, MN for    $111,870.00
2) Electrical Construction to Norman’s Electric Service, Inc, Rushford, MN for

   $  17,000.00
3) Well #2 Construction to Mark J. Traut Wells, Inc, Waite Park, MN for



   $  68,350.00 
Total Recommended Awards:
         $197,222.00
Kochie suggested starting the well first, when done and the water tests satisfactorily, then to start the mechanical and electrical work.  A motion to tentatively award contracts to the low bidders as shown above was made by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to start with Well #2 and continue with the mechanical and electrical upon successful completion and testing of Well #2.  

By Council consensus, the PFA loan amount will be reduced by the land purchase amount to avoid limitation on future use of the land.  A meeting to inform the South Rushford residents about the Well #2 project construction was set for Tuesday, June 19th, at 6:00 p.m. at the South Rushford Park Shelter.
ZONING: Farmers Elevator: Todd Rosvold and Greg Boldt were present. The elevator had exchanged land with Gary Brown plus an easement, and are working with the DNR regarding the fill. Soil borings look good for the bin and dryer; if necessary they can waterproof the 18 foot grain pits or do dewatering.  No one has a recent memory of the area being under water.  Rosvold said the bins will be on concrete. Boldt said the long term plan is to blacktop the roadway; they had tar put on to control the dust for now. Rosvold said they will transport grain only once when this completed vs. twice now.  Regarding other expansion, they have talked with Kopperuds about more land to add more bins in the future.  Schwanke asked if they considered buying the rest of the land area now; factors include the need to demolish the existing buildings and a reasonable price.  Asked about dust as an environmental issue, they said there are things they can do but getting to the bottom of the bins will help, which has not happened for a long time.  Re: second access, Boldt said the DNR is not concerned but safety will be the key.
Rosvold also asked about a possible driveway setback variance with Joyce Iverson’s property in Woodland Heights. Otis had measured 17.5 feet vs. 22 feet needed to move the driveway east of the Tri-County Electric box, but limited by the location of Iverson’s water shut-off.  The land exchange is being considered because Iverson asked for a boundary line adjustment above her house where the property line angles in and then out again.  The location of her house had been moved farther west due to hitting bedrock during construction, causing the upper retaining wall to be within a few feet of the inside angle.  An additional 4.5 feet is needed for the required 22 feet for a 12 foot driveway plus 10 foot setback. A variance would not be considered because this is not the only driveway option.
Other Zoning with Otis and Petit:  Chicken Ordinance draft to be reviewed by Zoning Board, May 24th; the Public Hearing was set for 7:30 p.m. on June 5th, 2012 on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Other permits issued or projects in process are: Scattum house, Woodland Heights; Wasnalas remodel; Jeremy Williams fence and deck; Nicole Lance deck; Feller temporary structure; McElmury fence; Otis roof replacement; Bauer house being rebuilt; Maynard Thompson house. Pettit said he needs a little more training before he is ready to take over as Zoning Administrator.
FINANCIAL–April 30, 2012 Balance per Bank: $102,751.82; Receipts-April: $13,918.39; Disbursed-April: $49,430.34; Projected Final May Claims: $25,748.50; MCU 18 mos Investments: Gen Fund CD $1681.19, 06-06-2012; PFA $5608.65, 06-13-2012.  The financials as presented and CD renewals were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Steps needed for hiring the next office staff will start with job description review; Schwanke has talked with Peterson about possible sharing.  Schwanke spoke to a Congressman Walz aide about the status of FEMA payments at the Featherstone Solar unit dedication on May 4th.   

ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: Road Tour follow-up: Thieret is still working on the S.R water run-off solutions; the S.R Park Shelter Improvements were almost completed on May 5th with six volunteers, Bob Thieret, and the council members; Mayor Schwanke will send “Thank you’s”.  Thieret was authorized to put 30 mph speed limit signs on City Park Rd;
 Rachel Ukkestad is working on the Oakwood Cemetery access.  A Resolution to participate and cost share in the area cities LMC Safety Group was approved on  motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. Overland said the Fire Department will continue the practice of testing the siren at noon each day.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: BR&E Interviews are continuing; cost share is pending. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs / Communications: May 18th CEDA Annual mtg, 10:30 am, Cresco; May 18th-19th Spring Clean-up (Same Rates); 
 Iverson to gather info needed at CRV for Tourism Inquiries; Tri-City mtg is May 23rd, 5:30 pm at CRV Hall-Office; June 11th Clerk Election Training; Local Filing: July 31-August 14th; Primary: August 14th; General: November 6th; Next Council Mtgs: June 5th and June 19h; Zoning Board meets May 24th, 6:00 a.m. at CRV Office.  Motion to Adjourn at 9:55 p.m., by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  [Note: Iverson Jury duty, May-July]
05-15-2012, Page 2

