
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF March 6, 2012 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The March 6, 2012 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen. Absent: Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Attorney Thomas Manion, Howard Otis (continuing as Zoning Administrator), Joyce Iverson, Accounting Officer, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the February 21st Regular Meeting, continued to February 28, 2012 with public hearing, were approved as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  Darcie Powell, Attorney Michael Murphy, and Fillmore County Commissioner Randy Dahl were present regarding the Powell request to have horses in a multi-residential area that had been considered a subdivision but it was later found that a survey had not been recorded for the division into parcels. In August 2011, when Powell first inquired at the CRV office about having horses, Clerk Iverson had provided a Zoning/Land Use Permit application, advised that a permit would be required as a minimum, and referred Powell to Zoning Administrator Otis.  After a meeting with Otis, County personnel were consulted and provided opinions without consulting with Rushford Village.  The horses were brought in (Labor Day 2011) and a CRV letter was written charging a fine of $250 for proceeding without a permit.  A meeting took place at the site with CRV Zoning and County Officials who said it is not a feedlot but recommended a shelter. A shelter permit was applied for, however, was not granted because of the outstanding fine.  Conversations and several letters followed between attorneys.  The CRV Council position was that an application for a conditional use or interim use is required by the Agricultural/Residential zoning of the area as discussed with the previous land owner at a CRV Council meeting in May 2005.  Mayor Schwanke said a public hearing would be held that allows neighbors to come and voice their concerns.
Murphy had prepared a packet of information that included ordinance sections, minutes and letters about the matter which he said showed the issues as changing as time went on.  Murphy and Powell questioned the definition of a riding stable as applicable and asked whether there are other Agricultural/Residential zoned areas with horses that have also been required to apply for a conditional use permit.  Dahl said he was present because part of his job as a county commissioner is to help people through sticky situations.  He said this is not a platted subdivision and asked everyone to start over, that he wants this to end tonight.  Dahl described Rushford Village as being in a unique position, likely to have more development, and Fillmore County does part of the zoning as it relates to feedlots and septic systems.  Elsewhere in the County, subdivisions are only allowed within 1000 feet of City limits.
Mayor Schwanke summarized the Council concerns: 1) that Powells knew a permit was required and did not submit an application before putting the horses on the property; and 2) if waived today, how can action on future violations be defended.  He suggested looking at starting at square one, applying for a permit and going through the process.  Discussion followed about waiving the fine because of  misunderstandings, and that Powells went to the County when they felt they were not given the right information from Rushford Village personnel.  A motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to proceed with the process as if starting from the beginning and that the Council would consider a waiver of the $250 fine.  Murphy said they had previously offered to apply for a permit, but also asked that it be shown that the adjacent Iverson property is not zoned Agricultural/Residential.  Dahl said he has instructed County staff to be very careful when giving advice about other jurisdictions.  He said Fillmore County probably gave incorrect information.  
FINANCIAL – January 31, 2011 Balance per Bank: $168,642.15; Receipts: $15,626.05; Disbursed: $101,628.70; February 29, 2012 Balance per Bank: $178,449.71; Receipts-Feb: $51,620.36; Disbursed-Feb: $56,771.88; Posting is pending until the audit is final and 2011 finances are closed out. Projected March Claims: $28,728.35; INVESTMENT Balances on 12/31/2012 are as shown below; Next renewals are March 30, 2012 and April 7, 2012 at Rushford State Bank.
  
General Fund …………………………$102,769.60 
MIF-Ec Dev-RLFund………………$242,259.12

Water Repair/Replacement……………$  40,958.50
Sewer Repair/Replacement ………...$112,599.61

PFA Sewer Repair/Replacement………$ 27,110.00 =Wastewater Infrastructure (WIF) report
A motion to accept the financial report as presented was made by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  The 2011 draft Audit report was e-mailed to the Council for review.

The USTI-Asyst billing software program was ordered; initial training will follow, Schwanke said the software can be loaded onto the desktop now being used as the server.  He and Overland are considering new computer needs to include technology for Council meetings.  A meeting with Ace Communications about cloud computing is scheduled on Thursday.
Rushford-Peterson Schools Community Ed submitted a request for summer recreation support.  A motion to continue by paying the difference for a pool pass (resident vs. non-resident) was made by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  This may be revisited if the cost is the same for all participants.  
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES: 2012 Ford F450 Truck, Thieret installed a control panel that has taken care of the problem with the remote sander.  Rushford City has contacted area cities to organize a LMC Safety Training Group with Rushford. The 4th Wednesday in alternate months was suggested.

SEWER / WATER ISSUES: Schwanke is working with Thieret on the WWT Maintenance Plan and reviewing the Rushford City Phosphorus plan which he will bring back to the Council March 20th.  Schwanke said WWT sample test results are high again so he is updating the test results chart.  In process for Well#2: the Environmental-archeological survey, the DNR Land Deed
 being finalized, and the DWRF-PFA Loan Application by Jim Kochie and Iverson.

ZONING: Otis reported no new permits/inquiries; the Baker-car sales appears to be in another location.
Zoning Ordinance 5, subdivision 605 Ag Housing amendment will be considered with other zoning, subdivision, and Economic Development matters at a Public Hearing, March 27th, the latter to include an EDA Enabling Resolution and Business Subsidy Criteria with Revolving Loan Fund Guidelines.  
Emergency Siren: Jerry Kopperud installed a new phone hook-up as required for the new siren and discovered that water had collected in the elevated controls cabinet because the bolts were not sealed on top and the operations manual was destroyed. The costs to repair need to be billed to the original siren installer (2010).  Re-locating the old siren was discussed for the CRV or Featherstone property considering the level of activity and people in this area with the campground and other businesses.  
Emergency Preparedness: Fillmore County is holding sessions March 12-14 to be attended by Overland for the Fire Department and Clerk Judy Graham for Rushford Village and Peterson.  Schwanke said all emergency equipment must be tested and in place, ready for anyone to pick up and use in an emergency.  Petersen suggested that all the equipment and procedures be reviewed on May 19th when Thieret and Council members will be here for the Spring Clean-up.  
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs / Communications:  2012 CRV Meetings/Events were approved to post; SEMLM Legislative Policy Positions were e-mailed for review;  Schwanke and Iverson will attend the March 15th, 5:30 p.m., Business Retention and Expansion (BR&E) Steering Committee;  Iverson will attend the March 20-23rd, MN Clerks & Finance Officers (MCFOA) Conference, St Cloud;  March 26th Rushford Fire Dept Mill Rate Board Meeting; March 28th Tri-City Meeting, April 24th Loss Control, Rochester;  April 27-28th, Mayor’s Conference, Winona.
Next Regular Meetings: 7:00 p.m. on March 20th and April 3rd, 2012; March 27th 7:30 p.m. Public Hearing; Zoning Board meetings: March 8th and 15th, 6:00 am, Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson. Motion to Adjourn was made at 9:28 p.m. by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously. 
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