
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 20, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The December 20, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:01 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret (8:30 p.m.), Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA), and Zoning Board members Darrell Erickson and Jim Wasnalas.
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the December 6, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  James Norstad for the public hearing.
FINANCIAL Projected December 31, 2011 Cash Balance: $181,935.01-New Truck; Receipts: $173,413.63; Final December Claims: $41,427.94; Investments: renew Marine Credit Union-Sewer PFA 12/31/11: $2000+ and purchase additional PFA CD as required; purchase additional Rushford State Bank-General Equipment Fund CD: $13,000.  Motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to accept the financials, projected claims and investments as presented. Mayor Schwanke asked for monthly or quarterly budget reports.  Overland has started looking for computers or monitors for Council meetings.  The Community Center Rental damage deposit was reduced to $50 in line with other area rentals on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously. 
At 7:30 p.m., the Regular Meeting was closed and PUBLIC HEARING for Interim Use for Sand Excavation was opened on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously. No negative responses were received from neighboring property owners. After discussion with James Norstad explaining the process and restoration planned, the Public Hearing was closed and the Regular Meeting was re-opened on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  As recommended by the Zoning Board, the Interim Use permit was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  Conditions: 1) Term of one year, 2) Norstad will contact the MPCA in case the excavation goes to over one acre, and, 3) Restoration as close as possible to the original condition. 
Agreement for Clerk statutory duties: Mayor Schwanke and Councilmember Overland had met with Judy Graham about compensation for six hours per week.  Schwanke and Overland met with Graham and Iverson on Monday, December 19th regarding the clerk duties.  On motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, the compensation for Graham was approved for $600 per month plus Employer FICA, Medicare, workers compensation and a portion of the Medicare B and D Health Insurance premiums in line with CEDA health insurance support.  Consideration will also be given to a title for Iverson.  Council consensus was that check signatures should remain the same in 2012; Iverson’s hours will remain the same considering there will be no reduction in duties and the projects in process, including zoning amendments, comprehensive plan, revolving loan fund guidelines, etc.
Final Past Due Bills were certified to the County Auditor for up to $2,012.00 on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Overland will follow-up on an Ace Network Service support proposal which is said to cover recent work to restore the network and back-up that was interrupted by a router installation to fix a telephone voicemail problem and changed IP addresses.  The 2012 Worker Compensation Deposit premium quote was approved at $3,056.00 on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  West parking lot lighting, entry, and exit lights were discussed. An estimate with some options was received for $1341.71 for five exit lights, an 18 watt parking lot light, and two 10 watt outside door lights. A Construction Management Services inspector will be consulted regarding public building standards.  
OTHER: January 25th, 6:30 p.m., Tri-City meeting to continue the Comprehensive Planning discussion.
January 28th, 2012, Rushford Area Chamber Annual Meeting will include CRV, Rushford and Peterson speakers on Economic Development, starting at 6:00 or 6:30 p.m.
ROAD / BRIDGE ISSUES:  Mayor Schwanke said the 2012 Ford F450 Truck is scheduled for January delivery.  Iverson was asked to contact Associated Bank for the gas credit cards. Thieret’s exchange of 2x10’s used for the rock shed for a comparable value in rock  was approved on
 motion by Petersen, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Notice was received from Tri-County Electric regarding an underground cable to be installed along Aspen Road.  A DNR request was received for Review and Comment: De-watering at the south border of Rushford at Rushford Village.  The grader required some major repairs and is still waiting for a control relay but is working now.
SEWER / WATER ISSUES: Thieret had talked with Davy Engineer Jim Kochie regarding the pumphouse re-design to accommodate Well #2 for chemical feed controls and metering on each well.  Thieret suggested option #2: leaving the old well as is but replacing the piping which is in the plan, upgrading the new well to flow proportional and change both chlorine pumps so both are the same with two magmeters.  Thieret will consult with Kochie regarding two additional pumps, and with Tom Kopperud regarding the electrical.  Thieret’s proposal for option #2 was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  Attorney Manion is working on an easement amendment for Britts, 30 foot temporary width for construction, then back to a 20 foot permanent easement vs. the existing Quit Claim Deed.  An Environmental Notice was published December 19, 2011 and solicitation letters were mailed to adjacent property owners and designated public officials inviting comments that are due January 19, 2012. A public meeting will be held prior to the project start.
A  heater  was  recommended  by Rushford for  the  sampler  location  at  the  Rushford  Wastewater  Treatment Plant
 because the sampler sometimes freezes. Cost for heater is $487 plus a cover at $79, shipping and handling, total: at least $600.  Thieret is to consult with Kochie regarding the need.  
ZONING (Board met December 15th): Carroll and Olive Ann Boyum were present regarding their interest in selling the homesite with five acres, keeping the balance of about 120 acres, and moving to town.  Previously they had sold the original building site and a second parcel where a home was built. Otis said the Quarter/Quarter rule will apply to the remaining acres and could prevent further building unless there is a subdivision.  The Zoning Board saw no reason not to allow the five acre sale.  
The Powell horses matter was discussed regarding Attorney Manion’s follow-up letter and a call from County Commissioner Randy Dahl.   Yvonne McElmury was given an application for a fence permit.  Ekern said Curt Courrier is working on the collapsed barn. With no Zoning Administrator, Jim Wasnalas will assist with site visits and  permit  applications may be picked up at the office.  
Mayor Schwanke thanked Otis for twelve years of service.  Next Regular Council Meeting is Tuesday, January 3, 2012. Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously at 10:10 p.m.
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