
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 15, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The November 15, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen (7:18), Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret (7:15), Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the November 1, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved as edited on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  Rushford City Administrator Stephen Sarvi was present regarding the City-CRV Revised Sewer Agreement on which the subcommittee of the two Councils had come to consensus at a meeting on November 2, 2011.  Discussion began when all Council members were present.  Mayor Schwanke and Sarvi pointed out the changes and key points that included determining treatment cost by volume of flow vs. BOD’s and other test results, a provision to protect both parties in the event of unauthorized waste, the need for a maintenance plan, a phosphorus plan, and other details. 
The CRV cost share of O&M will be its percent (%) of total flow subject to annual adjustments, and the CRV share of capital costs will be 9.39 %, based on its 124 ERU’s percent of the total ERU’s.  Schwanke and Councilmember Johnson recommended that the Council accept the revised agreement as presented, stating that it involved compromise on both sides, and that they believe this is a fair agreement for all concerned.  Schwanke and Johnson thanked Sarvi, the Rushford City officials, and staff that made the compromises possible.   A motion to accept the November 2011 revised sewer agreement was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Council member Petersen thanked both parties for all their hard work on the agreement.  
ZONING: Howard Otis reported on inquiries but no new permits.  Re: Access through a subdivision, the Zoning Board is considering adding language to the subdivision ordinance, as provided by Attorney Manion, so that it would apply to all future subdivisions, and to include how subdivision streets should be located.  Powell Horses:  a permit application was received for the shelter that was recommended by Fillmore County Officials on-site on October 24th, 2011.  A demanding e-mail was also received.  By consensus, the Council agreed that the $250 fine should remain in place and Attorney Manion was asked to write a letter to the Powells.  Other zoning concerns were discussed.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Fence moved by Thieret was moved in order to mow the road right-of-way after talking with the landowner about the need to move it.  Thieret has replaced the fence and marked the right-of-way.  The landowner put in an electric fence and wants to put in a permanent fence.  Attorney Manion quoted statutes that prohibit farming in the right-of-way.  A note will be placed in the January 2012 newsletter.  Report of bad rock on Ekern Hill, very slippery when wet due to clay content.  Thieret is getting better rock from a quarry by Harmony to improve it.
Small Truck Purchase –CRV is still waiting on a delivery date for the 2012 Ford F450 on order from Decorah Auto.  CRV Auditors said CRV could do an inter-fund loan with interest from another CRV fund since our CD funds are earning only minimal interest at this time.  
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:    
Well #2 pumphouse design: Thieret expressed concern about having two sets of chemical equipment. Alternatives were discussed and Davy Engineer Jim Kochie will be consulted.  MN DNR property purchase:  Mayor Schwanke had authorized an offer for $1 more than the minimum required for the well site and reservoir property.  Resolution #2011-11-15 to purchase 10 acres in Section 23, City of Rushford Village, for $26,096.00 was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
FINANCIALS: October 31, 2011 Bank Balance: $69,512.57 less outstanding checks: $47,636.19; Receipts: $27,198.75; Disbursments: $41,034.27;  Projected Final November Claims: $24,351.33; Investments: Rushford State Bank Water Fund CD of $53,428.62 matured 11/14/2011 and is planned for the new truck interfund loan financing.  The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY discussion included continuing the CEDA contract plus a part-time person for the clerk duties that are subject to PERA contributions. 
OTHER - Sirens:  Overland said the new sirens are radio controlled while the old siren is activated by telephone and that it is necessary to adapt both for telephone and manual activation at a cost of about $1300.  The Council consensus was that it has to be done to be ready in case of a power outage.

Meetings / Communications as listed included: November 28, 2011 Rushford City Council meeting to be attended by Mayor Schwanke, Councilmember Johnson, and Clerk Iverson; next Tri-City Meeting on Wednesday, November 30th with Engineering firm Yaggy-Colby to discuss joint planning; November 16th 7 Rivers Alliance “Buy Regional” conference in La Crosse; November 17th UMN Extension and MN Land Trust using CRV Community Center for a landowners’ meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  The next regular Council meeting is Tuesday, December 6, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  The Zoning Board will meet Thursday, December 1, 2011 at 6:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen in Peterson.
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