
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 1, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The November 1, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the October 18, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved as edited on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT and COUNCIL UPDATES:  Ken Johnson was present to discuss the continuing wastewater sampling results, commenting that all other cities in Southeastern Minnesota determine cost by flow.  Mayor Schwanke and Councilmember Johnson are trying to get to finality on the contract agreement, to simplify the language which should protect either city. For example, safeguards can be added regarding particular industries to address Rushford City’s (RC) concern that anything could be dumped and put the plant in violation with the MPCA.  Regarding method of sampling, the MPCA recommends shaking vs. stirring which is more accurate; Schwanke has not yet received an answer to his question of “why?”.  The CRV will also need to revise its maintenance plan in accordance with RC’s.  A plan is required in order for the League of MN Cities insurance to apply in case of a back-up, which Ken Johnson said must be documented from the time reported or discovered until the time solved.  A camera or service to video lines was also discussed.
ZONING: Howard Otis reported that new permits were issued to Larry Dahl and Ordell Thompson for pole-sheds, and to Andy Prinsen (no fee) to blacktop his driveway.  Attorney Manion had done some research regarding access for Redalens and suggested an amendment that would apply to all future subdivisions, including how subdivision streets should be located.  Manion said access to a public street cannot be denied and advised against allowing the original property owners to decide.  Sharing future improvements was advised rather than in previous costs. The maximum length of a single entry street was also discussed.  It was noted: the subdivision moratorium has been extended to April 30, 2012.  
As follow-up to the letter from Fillmore County Zoning, a meeting took place at the Powell site on October 24th, 2011.  Otis, Mayor Schwanke, and Zoning Board member Jim Wasnalas met with the Powells, County Feedlot Officer Mike Frauenkron, and Dean Thomas, Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).  Frauenkron and Thomas were asked to provide recommendation for the keeping of  (two) horses on the Powell property and advised a shelter, supplemental feeding, proper removal of manure, and a fence on the hillside in the winter to address safety and erosion.  Attorney Manion described the location as a pasture with minimal vegetation vs. a feedlot and therefore not under County jurisdiction.  The $250 fine will remain in place while the Council gives this matter further consideration.  Both Iverson and Otis had stated that a permit application was required.  A CRV letter will follow.  Agricultural and residential differences will also be identified.  The Council by consensus accepted Attorney Manion’s advice to record all subdivision surveys according to statutes.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Small Truck Purchase -2012 Ford F450 on order from Decorah Auto: no firm date has been given yet for delivery.  Mayor Schwanke said the best financing so far is 4.5%.  Overland suggested borrowing from another CRV fund since our CD funds are earning only minimal interest.  Clerk Iverson will consult the CRV auditors about this.  
FINANCIALS: October 31, 2011 Bank Balance less outstanding checks: $69,512.57; Receipts: $27,198.75; Final Disbursments estimated: $42,437.79;  Projected Preliminary November Claims: $34,866.35; Investments: Rushford State Bank Water Fund CD of $52,743+ matures 11/14/2011.  The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously with authorization to use the Water Fund CD for the 2012 Ford Truck if the auditors approve.  
2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY discussion: PERA requires five years (60 months) to vest an employee before one can draw retirement income.  Continuing the CEDA contract may be considered along with tracking specified clerk duties for PERA contributions if that is required. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings / Communications as listed included: next Tri-City Meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 with Engineering firm Yaggy-Colby to discuss joint planning.  Clerk Iverson plans to attend the 7 Rivers Alliance “Buy Regional” conference in La Crosse on Wednesday, November 16th.
The meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.  The next regular Council meeting is Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  The Zoning Board will meet Thursday, November 10, 2011 at 6:00 a.m.
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