
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 18, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag         
The October 18, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen (7:45 p.m.), Gordon Johnson.  Absent: Dennis Overland (vacation). Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the October 4, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT and COUNCIL UPDATES:  Jim Kochie, Davy Engineering was present to discuss the pumphouse redesign to accommodate Well #2, as to whether the pumphouse construction could be handled separately at less cost.  Following the discussion and considering the coordination that would be required with contract work, the approvals needed, financing, etc., the Council consensus was to do the entire project under one contract.  Asked about other grants, Kochie said Rural Development would require increased rates and the Small Cities Development Program is cumbersome.  Sewer contract: Mayor Schwanke said he is trying to get an answer from the MPCA, whether the current shaking method is required or recommended rather than the stirring and ladling method which would be more accurate.  A recent sample taken at the WWT plant tested higher again and a second sample was not taken that same day.  Rushford City samples are taken after blending with CRV inflow.  Preliminary sewer rate options were provided.
ZONING: No new permits were issued.  The Zoning Board discussed the Redalen driveway access request via the culdesac in WhiteTail Run subdivision, stating that Redalens should share in the cost of any improvements to the road.  They said the original property owners paid for the original roadway as part of the cost of their lots.  Attorney Manion will provide conditions for the Redalen permit.  The quarter/quarter rule in relation to subdivisions was again discussed as well as an inquiry regarding the proposed purchase and need for access to build a house on a 25 acre parcel of the Sexauer property east of Highway 43 north.

A letter was received from Fillmore County Zoning regarding the letter mailed to Powells; a follow-up meeting is planned with County personnel. There were no negative responses to the mailed notice regarding the Featherstone Farm solar permit application.  A resolution with the summary to publish for Rushford Village Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance #5, Sections 1520 and 1521 for Solar and Wind Energy Systems was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Small Truck Purchase -2012 Ford F450 on order from Decorah Auto: no firm date has been given for delivery but the truck assembly is expected to occur in October.  Mayor Schwanke has been discussing financing with both local banks.  Discussion included paying cash for the equipment and financing approximately $30,000 with semi-annual payments.  Council consensus was for the Mayor and Clerk to do the paperwork for the best financing option.  Jim Norstad has completed enlargement of the retention ponds in Woodland Heights.
FINANCIALS: September 30, 2011 Balance: $61,471.71; Receipts: $9772.57; Final Disbursed: $55,108.03, with Bruening Rock paid only as invoiced;  Projected Final October Claims: $41,661.17; Investments/CD’s maturing are being reinvested. The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously with authorization for the CD’s.  A thank you letter was received from Tim Penny, SMIF, for the $100 membership contribution. 
2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY discussion: Schwanke said PERA contributions are required for specified clerk duties even when contracted. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings / Communications as listed included: next Tri-City Meeting on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 with Engineering firm Yaggy-Colby to discuss joint planning.  CEDA’s 25th Anniversary celebration in Chatfield on October 27, 2011.  Clerk Iverson will attend the 7 Rivers Alliance-USDA meeting in La Crosse on Friday, October 21st, and put up a notice that the office is closed as Treasurer Graham will also be out of town.
The meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  The next regular Council meeting is Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.
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