
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER 4, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The October 4, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m. with Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES for the September 20, 2011 Regular Meeting were approved as presented and corrected on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved with corrections on motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously for the continuation on September 28, 2011, to allow Council members to attend the Tri-City meeting with Tim Penny, CEO, Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation (SMIF).
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  None.

ZONING: No new permits were issued.  A certified letter was mailed to owners of all properties within 350 feet of the Featherstone farm, stating they have fifteen days to respond regarding the solar permit application.  To date all return receipts and one statement of no objection were received.  The fifteen days expires on October 10, 2011. This procedure was set forth in the Rushford Village Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance #5, Sections 1520 and 1521 for Solar and Wind Energy Systems as approved on September 20, 2011.  A summary will be prepared for publication, for Council approval on October 18th.  To allow additional time for consideration of amendments, the Subdivision Moratorium was extended to April 30, 2012, on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  
A letter was mailed to Powells as authorized regarding the violation for a fence with no permit, and health and safety requirements regarding the keeping of horses on their property in a subdivision of four residential parcels.  Steve Redalen had dropped off a survey for the 2.5 acres that he wanted to split off the 18+ acre parcel.  As that is a subdivision by Zoning Ordinance definition, the split cannot be allowed unless a subdivision is established, for which there is a moratorium at this time.  A home with no split would meet the one residence per quarter-quarter rule in section three, adjacent to the White Tail Run subdivision.  Attorney Manion said you cannot add to a subdivision, that once it is done, it is done.  There was discussion of whether or how a subdivision affects the quarter-quarter rule in a section.
Mayor Schwanke attended the September 29th Zoning meeting where discussion took place with Jack Hedin regarding the type of employee housing he was proposing.  Some employees would be temporary but Schwanke said the accommodations would still be permanent.  Attorney Manion advised considering a zoning change only if there is a need.  Schwanke said there should be minimum requirements for health, safety, and welfare, such as shelter, sanitation, etc.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Small Truck Purchase -2012 Ford F450 on order from Decorah Auto: The box, sander, and snow removal equipment has been confirmed with Universal, Onalaska for $21,950. Thieret asked to remove the Walnut Tree in front of the CRV office.  The tree was previously split by lightning and the walnuts require regular removal as they present a hazard for walking.  The tree removal was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:   Emergency Management Director, as recommended by the Minnesota Safety Council: Mayor Schwanke was appointed on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  Well Pump: Schwanke said a hole was found in the 4 inch pipe and four of the five sections needed to be replaced.  Pumping is now back to where it should be at 150 gallons per minute.  New Well-Pumphouse rebuild design: Davy Engineer Jim Kochie said the MPCA needs to approve it and he may have it ready for the October 18, 2011 Council meeting.  WWT sampling: Schwanke said results are going well and suggested an agitator-stirring plus dip-out sampling method to be more reliable (cost: $1000).  As discussed with Rushford City Administrator Sarvi, Schwanke had prepared an addendum for the WWT contract for clarification of how the costs to CRV will be calculated and to add what the cost will be for more ERU’s. 
FINANCIALS: Estimated September 30, 2011 Balance: $55,365.10; Receipts: $9772.57; Estimated Disbursed: $66,011.73; Projected Final October Claims: $22,684.70; Investments/CD’s maturing: Rushford State Bank General Fund: 10/7/11=2x $15,079.07+ $9,901.27=$40,059.41; Marine Credit Union non-PFA Sewer Fund: 10/20/11=$30,157.31. The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously with authorization for CD’s.  A letter was authorized to Tim Penny, SMIF, with a $100 membership contribution on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Special certification of SMIF will make southern Minnesota communities eligible for Federal EDA funding.  Final FEMA documentation and request for balance of funding as approved to date is for a minimum of $136,381.00.
2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY discussion:  Schwanke said the State removal of the Market Value Tax Credit will not change the levy that CRV receives but will cause the overall tax burden to change for properties.  He suggested trimming back the proposed budget as much as possible.  Re: hiring the clerk directly vs. a contract with CEDA, new legislation may require PERA for specified clerk duties, whether or not under a contract.
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings / Communications: The next Tri-City Meeting will be Wednesday, November 30, 2011 with Engineering firm Yaggy-Colby discussion on joint planning. No one was available to attend the SMIF 25th Anniversary celebration on October 13th in Owatonna.  CEDA will celebrate its 25th Anniversary in Chatfield on October 27, 2011. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:54 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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