
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The September 20, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA), and Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret (8:00 p.m.).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. MINUTES were approved as presented for the September 6, 2011 Regular Meeting on motion by Overland, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Steve Redalen, Evan Meier.  Redalen was present regarding his application to build a new home in Section 3, adjacent to the White Tail Run subdivision in Section 2, and to access his property from the cul-de-sac in White Tail Run.  He also said he wanted to separate 2.5 acres from parcel #05.0018.010. He was advised that that would be a subdivision and subdivisions are under a moratorium at this time.  It was noted that the Redalen and Kjos Subdivisions were done by survey with covenants but no recorded plat.
ZONING: Evan Meier was present regarding the Featherstone solar permit that was pending completion of the Zoning Ordinance sections for Wind and Solar Energy Systems.  Final changes to the Ordinance Sections 1520-1521 were advised by Attorney Manion and the sections were approved as modified, thus ending the Solar and Wind Power Moratorium, on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  Meier will meet with Otis on Wednesday to submit the solar system application.  Clerk Iverson will then send the certified letters to landowners within 350 feet with notice of fifteen days to respond per the Ordinance.
Howard Otis reported a permit issued to Sue and Dick Lance for a wood boiler.  Discussion followed on the Powell installation of a barbed wire fence enclosure up to the adjacent property line where a family with three young children resides.  Powells are now keeping two horses on their 6.2 acre property in a subdivision of four residential parcels.  There are a total of four owners.  A letter was authorized to address the violation and $250 fine for installing a fence, a structure by definition, without a permit, and health and safety requirements.  
Otis expressed concern regarding a business that wants to expand, that where there were no setbacks previously, setbacks in commercial areas are now the same as in other districts, i.e., 30 feet in front and 10 feet for rear and side property lines by consensus of the Zoning Board.  Existing commercial setbacks will be examined and Otis will talk to the business regarding what they want to do.  Otis also gave notice that he will not renew as Zoning Administrator for another year.  Discussion followed regarding who on the Zoning Board may be interested. 

ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Small Truck Purchase: A 2012 (gas) Ford F450 is on order from Decorah Auto and a power package for windows, locks was added by consensus.  With Thieret present, quotes were discussed as received for comparable snow removal equipment from Michaels, LaCrosse for $22,848 and Universal, Onalaska for $21,847.  Both would require about two weeks for installation when the CRV truck hits their lot.  The Universal quote was accepted on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
Regarding Woodland Heights, Mayor Schwanke said Jim Norstad will soon be addressing the run-off issues as agreed to with the landowner across the highway.  Schwanke also had noticed small loads of dirt had been illegally dumped in the ditch below Shawn Mrozek’s driveway to the west, which Thieret had dug out as part of the run-off solution.

COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:   Goodrich Street solution: Mayor Schwanke said the proposed solution is no longer available as the remaining landowners do not want to participate with the CRV-designed fix at this time.  Well Pump: Thieret said it is pumping two-thirds of what it used to, that the meter was rebuilt and is correct, and that the electrical readings are the same as in 2007.  A well driller said it sounds like a hole in the pipe so the well pump needs to be pulled to check for a hole in the pipe.  The reservoir capacity is 52,000 gallons which will last two or three days.  If the pump is the problem, Johnson suggested changing the voltage to 277/480 to also accommodate the new well #2 pump.  WWT sampling: Schwanke said the last sampler results were way down, demonstrating that it was a sampling issue for the last two years.  Schwanke talked to Rushford City Administrator Sarvi about adding an addendum to the WWT contract.  The sampler being used at the South Rushford lift station did break down and needs a new power supply.   
Well Site #2: Davy Engineering personnel Jim Kochie and Al Sheer advised that the DNR person working on the well site acquisition process was in a car accident and no one else kept it going in her absence.  She is now back at work and is making this her first priority.  The new / rebuilt pumphouse design is not yet completed and Kochie did not think the pumphouse could be separated from the rest of the financing.  Water and Sewer Connection fees were discussed again as discussed with Financial Advisor Mike Bubany.  Iverson was asked to chart options on a spreadsheet to see them more clearly.  There were also questions raised for the Public Facilities Authority regarding what is permitted.
FINANCIALS: Projected Final September Claims: $66,011.73; INVESTMENTS/CD’s are being renewed as follows: Rushford State Bank Water funds on 09/08/2011 at $23,517.88 and 09/10/2011 at $14,907.93; Marine Credit Union non-PFA Sewer funds on 10/01/2011 at $37,296.59.  The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
Further discussion of the 2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY was postponed.  The Featherstone flood loan amortization was approved as proposed to 17 years at $300.92 monthly vs. payments of $300.49 with interest only for the first six months and a term of 17.5 years on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings / Communications: Schwanke and Ekern attended the September 14th League of MN Cities Regional meeting in Pine Island.  Mayor Schwanke said there may not be additional Council members at the September 28th Tri-City Planning meeting with SMIF CEO Tim Penny. This meeting was continued at 10:06 p.m. in order that additional Rushford Village Councilmembers may attend the September 28, 2011 meeting, on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.
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