
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The September 6, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen (at 7:54 p.m.), Gordon Johnson. Absent: Dennis Overland.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as prepared on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously. MINUTES were approved as modified for the August 16, 2011 Regular Meeting on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved as presented for the August 23, 2011 Special Meeting and continued public hearing on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: None.
ZONING: Howard Otis reported permits issued to 1) Todd Lund: rebuilding garage (roof collapse) and a new home to move here, Bruihler Subdivision; 2) Rich Laumb: add deck and remodel basement for mother, Cedar Hill Park; 3) Featherstone: machine shed expansion for future solar (separate permit). Directed by consensus: that no additional permits will be issued until the $750 in fines have been paid that are due for proceeding without permits at the Hedin Farm, as issuing permits implies that the applicant is in full compliance.  It was noted that Craig Jonsgaard has not yet purchased the lot with a nonconforming trailer home in South Rushford and it is still owned by Julie Landstrom.  Zoning Ordinance Section 1600, Non-conforming lots and parcels of record will be discussed further with Attorney Manion when reviewing the Zoning Ordinance changes.  It was also noted that a pre-CRV Zoning Ordinance (January 2, 1989) non-conforming use and lot inventory is required and a detailed South Rushford map will be obtained to assist with this inventory.  

Subdivision Moratorium:  At their September 1st meeting, the Zoning Board discussed their understanding that the intent and context of the Interim Ordinance was about subdivision development as opposed to general projects and they had operated accordingly in issuing other permits. Following the recommendation of the Zoning Board, the Council consensus was that there is no reason to republish or do anything else on the subdivision moratorium.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Bob Thieret asked to rent a brush mower for $1400. This was approved in 2010 but the mower had to be returned before he was able to use it.  Discussion included that this is only a temporary solution and that some larger trees may need to be taken out.  The rental was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, provided that clean-up follows after the brush mowing is done.  
Small Truck Purchase: A 2011 diesel model was discussed on August 23rd and Mayor Schwanke heard back from Decorah Auto Center the next day on a 2012 gas Ford F450 for $30,600.  The 2012 model, when equipped with a shorter box, plow, and sander will serve CRV needs better and at $8,000-10,000 less than the longer 2011 model. Schwanke also spoke with two dealers, Michaels and Universal, regarding the box, plow, and sander. A V-plow, stainless box, and carbon steel slide-in sander were discussed. Specifications and firm quotes are expected by the September 20, 2011 Council meeting.
Clerk Iverson will contact Fillmore County about replacing the Oakview Loop sign removed in July. 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:   Goodrich Street solution: Mayor Schwanke met with Arden Fitzgerald regarding his ideas and reasons for not agreeing to the area solution proposed by letter in July. The work has been completed by Thieret for the first two that accepted the solution so the project is half done.  Schwanke suggested looking at the overall good to complete the project, because it is an area problem.  Johnson suggested offering the same CRV support of labor and equipment if the second two parties accepted the solution and an equal cost share.  Schwanke will follow up with the landowners.

WWT sampling: Schwanke presented his updated spreadsheet with the August 26th, 2011 samples showing the lowest results at the WWT plant. A second set of samples (three locations) was taken last Friday, September 2nd with test results due this week. Council consensus was to continue sampling regularly until the WWT contract is signed.  Sampling twice a month going forward was considered preferable to get more results than going to once a month for the cost savings.  A cost quote has been requested but not yet received for moving the primary sampler to the manhole outside the WWT plant.                
FINANCIALS: August 31, 2011 Balance: $105,707.89; Receipts: $21,707.37; Disbursed: $52,617.79; Projected Preliminary September Claims: $22,948.86;  INVESTMENTS/CD’s maturing: Rushford State Bank Water funds on 09/08/2011 at $23,517.88 and 09/10/2011 at $14,907.93; Marine Credit Union non-PFA Sewer funds on 10/01/2011 at $37,296.59. The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, authorizing Mayor Schwanke and Clerk Iverson in their judgment to take care of the CD’s.  
Davy Engineering will be contacted regarding possible cost saving for CRV to enlarge the pumphouse for Well #2; total well project estimate is $350,000.  LP contract rates: A motion was made by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously, to accept the best rate received from Ostrander Farmers Coop at $1.88 with payments within 30 days when billed vs. prepaid, and to offer the opportunity to match by Selectus Energy first because we have their tank, and secondly to Severson Oil Co.
Not-Sufficient Funds (NSF) check policy: Going forward there will be a fee at Rushford State Bank to Rushford Village, therefore on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, a minimum fee of $25.00 was approved to be charged to the party responsible for a NSF check.  Cash or money order was also discussed for community center rental payment received within ten days of rental.
2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET and LEVY: With consideration of State action on cutting Local Government Aid which could be deeper before the end of 2011, the Preliminary Budget was approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, with a preliminary General Fund Levy increase from $360,000 to $385,000 and for final discussion with citizens allowed to speak to be at the regular Council meeting on December 6, 2011, at 7:30 p.m.

OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings / Communications: At the August 29th, SEMLM meeting in Chatfield attended by Schwanke, Johnson and Iverson, it was stated that the State did not solve the deficit problem, just moved it into the future. Schwanke and Ekern will attend the September 14th LMC Regional meeting Pine Island.
Mayor Schwanke will contact the other mayors about having attendance open to all Council members at the September 28th Tri-City Planning meeting with SMIF CEO Tim Penny.  Sept 16-18th, Root River Trail 25th Anniversary Events in Trail Cities and Habitat Fundraiser; Sept 19-21st, RFD NIMS Training rescheduled, 5:30-10 pm; next Regular Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 20th and Zoning meeting on September 15th, 2011. The meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m. on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
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