
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF AUGUST 23, 2011 – SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING and PUBLIC HEARINGS (Continued with August 16, 2011 continuation)
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The August 23, 2011 Special Meeting, for continuation of the July 26, 2011 Public Hearings and continuation of the August 16, 2011 Regular Meeting, was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Zoning Board: Darrell Erickson, Bruce Hovland, Glen Kopperud, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  Attorney Manion was on call if needed.
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT:  Ken Johnson, Jack Hedin and Evan Meier, Featherstone Farms.
Ken Johnson was present regarding the wastewater sampling to occur tomorrow, Wednesday, at the three sites as discussed at the August 16th regular meeting.  The sampler within the WWT plant is now mounted and positioned for the best representative sample.  Schwanke said CRV does not want to sign the contract agreement that would require the purchase of more capacity than needed.  Twenty more ERU’s were requested while previous test results suggested that CRV was already using this and would need to purchase more capacity than the twenty ERU’s in order to add more connections.  Sampling with Ken Johnson’s assistance has shown that it has not been a sewage problem but a sampling problem.  Paul Harris of Davy Laboratory had said samples were bad for the last two years.  Davy Engineer Jim Kochie said the hydrogen sulfide in the manhole would be produced over time and, if the manhole were vented, the area residents would smell it more. Ken Johnson said another city had put a carbon filter cap that eliminates the odor and built a scrubber in the plant.  
Schwanke said lab test results are +/-30%, and if not careful, four high readings would cause CRV to pay more for capacity and treatment.  Other cities in the area pay strictly by flow vs. the components that include CBOD and TSS.  The goal has been to find the problem and a solution before signing the amended WWT contract.  Electrician Tom Kopperud has adjusted the flow regulator in the sampler. Ken Johnson said lower flow is also a problem with plugging up the pump.  
At 7:45 p.m., a motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to close the special meeting and open the continued Public Hearing on the Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances.  Iverson, Otis, and the Zoning Board members commented on changes made to sections of Zoning Ordinance #5 and Subdivision Ordinance #11 per the July 26th public hearing and subsequent Zoning Board and Council meetings.  A question was raised whether the 12,000 sq.ft. minimum lot size should be different for South Rushford and for Parcels of Record, generally.  Nonconformance was reviewed as in Section 1600 and Attorney Manion will be consulted. Impervious surface is limited to 25% and therefore, pervious surface must be 75%, including setbacks.  A stormwater management plan was clarified as being required to be in place prior to construction and to remain in effect for the long-term of the property.  In Ordinance #5, Section 600, Subdivisions are not permitted in Protected Ag as stated in 602.8, therefore Ag/Residential is specified in 601.3.  
Fee additions were presented as discussed by the Zoning Board and their understanding of “Development” in the Interim Zoning Subdivision Ordinance - Moratorium was presented as follows: “Development is defined as more than one primary structure intended on more than one lot, not including a permitted accessory structure that is in addition to a primary structure, but including a single structure when it is part of a plan that includes two or more primary structures that may be commercial or residential structures, as in a residential subdivision or a commercial / industrial development.”  
At 8:55 p.m., a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to close the continued Public Hearing and re-open the special meeting.  The Zoning Board understanding and definition of development as related to subdivisions and not all permits when unrelated to a subdivision or similar development was accepted on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously.  The Zoning Board has been operating with this understanding since the moratorium began.  Attorney Manion will be consulted whether additional action or publishing is needed.
At 9:15 p.m., a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to close the special meeting and open the continued Public Hearing on Solar and Wind system regulations.  Solar system public hearing requirements were clarified as needed for larger commercial or residential systems, and when a public hearing is not required, a certified letter will be mailed to owners of all properties within 350 feet, giving them fifteen days to respond to the Council.  Jack Hedin made comments.   At 9:50 p.m., a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to close the continued Public Hearing and re-open the special meeting.  Subject to consultation with Attorney Manion, a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to approve the Zoning Ordinance #5, Subdivision 1520 Solar and 1521 Wind System regulations.  Further approval of the amended Zoning and Subdivision Ordinances will follow a Zoning Board review with Attorney Manion.
CONTINUATION of AUGUST 16, 2011 Regular Council meeting 

ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES – Replacing the 1994 Small Truck: Schwanke presented information on a used Ford F350 with plow that is available in Spring Valley, and a Ford F450 that Bob Thieret had found on Craig’s list which will be on display at the Minnesota State Fair.  It features a longer dump box which may make maneuvering during snowplowing more difficult in residential areas and a diesel engine that is really not needed.  Schwanke had not checked with Decorah Auto yet.  Waiting for the State’s 2012 bid list would delay a purchase two more months and it may not be ready for snowplowing as there is also a line-up for adding plows.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously, to authorize Mayor Schwanke and Robert Thieret to purchase a truck as soon as possible.  Iverson reported a current balance of $45,699.14 in CD funds designated for equipment.  The only remaining equipment debt is $1219.56 for the McCormick tractor (for mowing) that will be paid up on December 31, 2011.  The final payment was made this month on the Freightliner (large) truck.
A not-sufficient funds (NSF) check was returned for $35.00 plus a $12.00 fee = $47.00 CRV Account debit.  Iverson was directed to contact the bank to request reversal of the fee, if possible and if not, to charge the check owner $50.00 to cover the check and CRV cost.  The purchase of Biohazard (spill) kits was approved through the MN Safety Council at $13.16 each vs. Conney Safety at $26.50 each. 
OTHER UPDATES/ Mtgs / Communications: Reminder of August 25th, RFD Mass Casualty Incident Training on City Park Rd; August 27th, Featherstone Fall Festival; August 29th, 6:00pm, SEMLM quarterly meeting in Chatfield to be attended by Schwanke, Johnson, and Iverson; September 14th LMC Regional meeting in Pine Island; and September 28th Tri-City meeting to be attended by SMIF CEO Tim Penny.  MOTION TO ADJOURN was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously. Next Regular Meetings: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, September 6th and 20th, 2011.
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