
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The August 16, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved with addition of South Rushford Park Shelter on motion by Ekern, seconded by Johnson and carried unanimously. MINUTES were approved as modified for the August 2, 2011 Regular Meeting on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Ron Peterson, Evan Meier, Steve Sarvi.

Goodrich Street: Ron Peterson was on vacation when the letter was sent in July with an August 2nd response deadline for the proposed run-off solution and four-way cost share.  Peterson would like to participate in the solution and had learned that Murleys and Skalets had agreed to the solution but Fitzgeralds (next in line before Petersons’ property) had not. The work on the Murley and Skalet properties has been completed. Peterson commented that if people were assessed for work elsewhere, e.g., bridges, he would be okay with the cost.  Attorney Manion said bridges are not considered a benefit to a particular property so are typically not assessable.  Discussion followed: 1) the previous pumping solution was taken on as a public health issue (mosquitoes), was sized to get rid of 400 gallons per minute, and was paid for in full by the CRV,  2) the current offer was that the CRV would pay for equipment and labor with the property owners paying for materials – splitting the cost four ways, 3) the costs could be assessed to the owners but doing an assessment would increase the costs considerably, 4) dewatering was estimated to cost $750,000. Peterson said if the CRV does not complete the solution, he wants to run a culvert to Fitzgerald’s who wants to run it to Skalets.  Overland said and the Council agreed that people cannot be allowed to do work in the road right-of-way on their own.  The options now are: to stop where the work is done or to complete the work and require the cost share by all four owners.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to stop the work where it is completed to date unless Fitzgeralds come forward to participate.  CRV will install a 2-3 inch riser for the manhole cover that is too low at Petersons’ property.  
Sanitary Sewer-Wastewater Treatment  Contract: Mayor Schwanke and Councilor Johnson had met on Saturday, August 13, 2011, with Rushford City Administrator Stephen Sarvi, Mayor Chris Hallum and Councilor Vern Bunke. Mayor Schwanke said steps taken to find the cause of the high CBOD test results have taken longer than expected and the Rushford City Council is concerned that the CRV has not signed the amended contract. Schwanke said the sampler was put back into the WWT plant today and on Monday samples will be taken at all three locations.  If not consistent, there is still a problem and the next step would be to move the sampler to the manhole just outside the plant where the force main stops and it goes to gravity flow per Davy Engineering’s design. Schwanke said we will proceed with the multiple sample-testing while getting cost estimates for moving the sampler. He expressed concern with the contract as is vs any change, e.g., the cost per ERU is not in the contract now.  He also expressed concern for the number of samples to be taken and tested, if only once per month, that is only twelve chances per year (to verify content/quality of flow).  
Johnson said the ninety day extension for signing the contract was based on the assumption that the problem would be found in that time frame.  Neither Rushford City nor CRV engineers could explain why the results were so high.  Schwanke said samples tested from upstream were found to be representative of the residential standard; samples taken at the CRV lift station and at the manhole have been the same but results are higher after the last distance (gravity flow with 12 inch drop) into the WWT plant. Davy Laboratory’s testing official Paul Harris said the sampler location and process have resulted in bad test results for the past two years.  Schwanke said the CRV Council does not want to saddle CRV taxpayers with higher costs than are appropriate for the next twenty years (current contract runs to September 2014). 
Sarvi expressed concern that if the contract is materially changed in part, that could open the contract to other changes, stating that the end of the year is getting close and a City election takes place this fall.  He also commented on a hydrogen sulfide smell in the manhole and concrete has been eaten around the pipe as evidence of septage.  If that is true, He suggested the CRV may have to poly-peg to clean the pipe from the manhole.  He said the City could also video the last 140 feet.  Sarvi said the (Rushford) City Council wants to complete the contract with the current Council and does not want to sell the CRV more than what it needs.  Schwanke said the message to take back to the Rushford City Council is that the CRV Council wants to resolve this and sign the contract. He commented that the manhole does not have a vent and the hydrogen sulfide may be caused by the confined space.  CRV has a quote for $3000 to poly-peg at the manhole and vacuum so it does not get into the plant.  Schwanke proposed a letter to the (Rushford) City Council regarding actions to take and the CRV commitment to get this resolved.  Sarvi said this is very encouraging and also commented that the Tri-City meetings are going well.
Featherstone Farm: Evan Meier was present to discuss the plans for parking, stormwater control, and development of solar and wind. Schwanke had suggested the SWCD to work with Featherstone when SWCD representatives met at the CRV office at the end of June.  Evan said the SWCD wanted a rain garden and reservoir and was identifying plants for minimum maintenance.  He said run-off from the building roofs is being piped into the pond and the rain garden is planned between City Park Road and Cooperative Way which he walked with Bob Thieret today.  He will work with Thieret on proximity to the roads, maximum depth, etc.  Plans include scooping the pond out more, from 1200 sq.ft. to 5100 sq.ft.  Fencing may be required for a certain depth.  Meier asked the Council if they are comfortable with the steps being taken with the SWCD and asked if Featherstone can wait to do the stormwater project until next spring.  Meier said the solar system is being engineered by Menards and reviewed by solar experts. Parking: They have twenty-one (21) gravel spots for employee vehicles and handicapped, not including the driveway, and an additional nine (9) spots by the retainage ditch.  He said the Friday market is not a problem, that they usually don’t have more than three (3) cars at a time.

Schwanke said the goal is to get everything on the plan now rather than to move forward first and then realize they need more parking, or there’s more run-off, etc.  Johnson commented that caterpillar tunnels on leased land may make noise in the wind.  Petersen asked whether the rain garden will be large enough when all the buildings are finished.  Meier said they should have more capacity than is ever needed.  Whether a public hearing is required for the solar system may be determined on August 23rd.
ZONING: Howard Otis reported a permit issued to Val Gudmundson to add a garage to their home to the north.  Zoning Board members viewed the property with a trailer house that was recently purchased by Craig Jonsgaard who has asked to build a garage for a semi-truck on a nonconforming 80x96 foot lot. Overland questioned whether the moratorium on subdivisions included all permits, not just for subdivisions or new developments.
FINANCIAL: Projected Final August Claims: $73,953.21 includes $30,000 estimated for rock delivered and spread; no investments matured in August. The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Mayor Schwanke mentioned the potential for the CRV clerk to work directly for CRV vs. contracting with Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  He said he spoke with CEDA CEO Ron Zeigler who is okay with this and asked Clerk Iverson for a proposal, at this time needing full-time employment.  He suggested that this be included with the 2012 budget discussion.  He said the workload is not decreasing and the contract now is at 28 hours, 3.5 days per week.  A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, that Schwanke and Overland continue as the personnel committee to look at hiring the clerk as a full-time position.  The revised CRV Community Center application was approved on motion by Petersen, seconded by Johnson and carried with Ekern opposed.  A spreadsheet was provided with preliminary 2012 budget estimates based on actual 2011 costs to date.
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed, including: Local Brd of Appeal Training, Monday, August 15th, in Winona was attended by Mayor Schwanke, Counselor Ekern, and Clerk Iverson; Overland mentioned the Rushford Fire Department Mass Casualty Training scheduled for August 25th on City Park Road and to include use of the Community Center; the Featherstone Fall Festival on August 27th; the SEMLM quarterly meeting August 29th in Chatfield; and the next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall, September 28th, 6:30 p.m.
MOTION to CONTINUE this meeting after the August 23, 2011 continuation of the July 26, 2011 Public Hearings was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, at 10:06 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, August 23rd continuation of July 26th Public Hearing and this meeting, September 6th and 20th, 2011; the Zoning Board meets August 18th, September 1st and other Thursdays as needed at 6:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.
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