

CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF AUGUST 2, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The August 2, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  
AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the July 19, 2011 Regular Meeting as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the July 26, 2011 Special Meeting and Public Hearings as presented on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: Mike Bubany, David Drown Associates was present to discuss the following:  1. Cooperative Way Bonds: Bubany said United Bankers Bank was the overall buyer and there is a clause that the bonds cannot be prepaid before February 1, 2015.  He said advance refunding to prepay the bonds does not make sense right now.  He also said the levy for the deferred assessments should be put in the Debt Service Fund, and once there is dedicated to stay there.
2. Sewer costs: Mayor Schwanke explained the CRV share of the Rushford Waste Water Treatment (WWT) plant upgrade estimated at $100,000 and purchasing capacity for twenty more sewer hook-ups estimated at $35,000 for a total CRV capital cost share of $135,000-140,000.  Schwanke said Rushford will have a Public Facilities Authority (PFA) loan for the entire project and CRV will pay Rushford about $7500 semi-annually for its share.  Discussion: to keep backup fees the same as for the original system, allow payment over twenty years and add cost of new capacity.  3. Water funding for Well #2, projected at $350,000.  Discussion of options: PFA funding for twenty years at very low interest (about $21,000 per year) or USDA funding at a higher rate over forty years (about $18,000 per year).  Use of savings could offset some sewer and water costs, however, user fees will also need to increase.

4. Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) with flood loan repayments. Discussion: Guidelines need to be established, look to existing businesses for expansion, require reasonable job creation for type of business, security, personal guarantees, announce in quarterly newsletter when ready for applications.
ZONING: Howard Otis reported a permit issued to Ken Rislove for a new home on Whitmore in South Rushford. A permit is pending for Ardith Brown to tear down and replace her home; a basement, whether full or partial is questioned regarding the flood plain, and also keeping the old garage-workshop that is non-conforming.  Fines for three non-permitted uses at the Hedin farm were determined as follows: $250 each for a total of $750.00, not including double fees because the permits would not have been issued. A letter will be written explaining the fines and identifying August 8th as the thirty day deadline to cease the non-permitted uses.  Discussion also included fencing around sand pits, ponds, etc.

ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Goodrich Street: a letter had offered a solution with the CRV contributing labor and equipment while the four landowners would pay for materials that could be added to their utility bills for payment over time. Two landowners accepted the solution offered and Council consensus was to work with them.  Thieret will refigure the costs and return the unneeded material.  
Blacktop sealing: Thieret will be asked to identify streets that may need sealing for scheduling over a couple of years. Bruening Rock delivery has started, however, authorization was given to contact Milestone Materials to complete if Bruening does not have a firm date to return for completion.  Schwanke reported on vehicle problems: brakeline that went out in the 1994 small truck, and air conditioning went out in the backhoe and big truck.  2012 State bids are to be checked with Thieret as soon as possible as a plow and other equipment will need to be added before winter.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES: Well #2: Existing easements will be provided to Attorney Manion for review.  Waste Water Treatment (WWT): Davy Laboratories’ Paul Harris, in a letter following his visit, reported on evidence of poor sampling over the last two years.  Thieret will fix the sampler mounting inside the WWT plant, however, if we can’t get consistent sampling results, Council consensus was to relocate the sampler to the manhole outside the plant and provide security there.  Community Center Application: June 21st final revision is to be reviewed for approval on August 16th.
FINANCIAL: July 31, 2011 Balance: $137,491.84; Receipts: $29,452.96 (includes first half LGA: $21,972); Disbursed: $31,283.73; projected Preliminary August Claims: $31,758.02; no investments are maturing in August. The Financials as presented were approved on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  FEMA final report is pending but should be completed soon. 
Stop payment and re-issuance was directed for a $225.75 check issued to the Fillmore County Journal in June, if it has not cleared by the end of August.  2011-2012 LP Contract: A contract offer as promised was not received from Selectus Energy in either June or July so a request for proposals was authorized. CRV rate schedule: the IRS mileage rate changed from $.515 to $.555 effective July 1, 2011.
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed, including: A citizen request for a 3-part billing form; Office of Legislative Auditor survey re: consolidation of services, agreements, etc. to be completed by August 5th; Local Brd of Appeal Training, Monday, August 15th, 5:30-8:30 p.m. in Winona to be attended by Mayor Schwanke, Counselor Ekern, and Clerk Iverson; and next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall, August 24th, 6:30 p.m.
MOTION to ADJOURN was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, at 9:54 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7:00 p.m., Tuesdays, August 16th, 23rd Public Hearing continuation, and September 6th, 2011; Zoning Board meets at 6:00 a.m. August 11th and 18th at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.
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