
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF JUNE 21, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag   

The June 21, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret, Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the June 7, 2011 Regular Meeting as presented on motion by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHER PRESENT: Goodrich Street residents Arden Fitzgerald and Steve Murley, and Todd Schneider were present about excess water problems.  Mayor Schwanke said Goodrich Street was looked at on the May 10th road tour and that we are trying to get a quote from underground contractors about going lower; a second option could be piping from Fitzgerald’s and Peterson’s directly to the holding tank.  Benefits would be limited to a few properties and the costs could be assessed.  Schneider’s ditch (blacktopped about 25 years ago) is filling in and now has water standing from the holding tank pumping from above.  The initial cost of the holding tank and pump were paid by general taxes as a health and safety solution, addressing standing water and mosquito breeding prevention.  Thieret suggested a solution as done by Britt’s, a curve with a curb, piping, etc.  Council consensus was for Thieret to work with the residents to come up with a plan and costs, that the material costs should be the residents’ and Thieret’s time could be the Rushford Village contribution.
ROAD/BRIDGE ISSUES: Bridge posting-one sign needed: Fillmore County will order and post. 1994 Ford Truck replacement:  Thieret said we are too late to order a 2011 model under the State bidding and new 2012 prices will be available in mid-July.  Thieret also said Dale Brand, Fillmore County signage, said that a letter was received a few years ago requiring all yield and stop signs to be replaced due to lack of reflectivity.  Bruening Rock delivery was delayed by rain and we have not heard yet when they will start.  Cooperative Way cracks were recently sealed as for blacktop by Pember Company.  Johnson commented that less visible sealant is made for concrete.  WHKS’ Kevin Graves had called regarding last check authorized as Pember Company had not been paid the amount due them.  The check was paid to Fitzgerald Excavating.
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES: Waste Water Treatment (WWT) sampler has been worked on and future testing will determine if this has resolved the problem. Pressure washing/cleaning has been done at the lift station. The man hole by the city garage and the sampler man hole were also pressure washed. The line from the man hole by the city garage to the WWT plant was jetter cleaned. The second sampler is waiting for parts and to be fixed by Norman’s Electric.  Paul Harris, Davy Labs (not MN Health Dept) will come when he can.  Pump floats were lowered on the business holding tank so it will pump more often.  Testing is to occur again this week.  The elbow and tee quoted for the lift station may not be needed.
MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum was accepted with the job language and is expected to be signed.  Dog complaints:  Iverson asked whether there could be a policy to send notices when complaints are received so there is not a long delay due to waiting for Council meetings.  The Third Complaint letter authorized to be sent by Attorney Manion on June 7th was mailed on June 20th.  
ZONING BOARD:  Howard Otis reported on permits issued to: Darrell Highum for a hoop building supported by posts in ground, which the assessor will look at as a building. Overland said it would also be insured as a building.  Jack Hedin had not responded to the letter mailed June 10th; a second letter was authorized with a return of the incomplete application as we cannot accept applications with a moratorium in effect.  Zoning recommendations were discussed regarding requiring a permit application whether or not there is a fee – Zoning Ordinance, Ordinance #5, Section 1800, already requires this, and the recommendation to accept footprint and/or silhouette changes as the threshold for renovation permit fees – a definition was requested for silhouette.  The current limitation for twelve (12) lots in a subdivision had apparently come from Fillmore County but they had no explanation for it.  Attorney Manion said that, as a city, Rushford Village is not bound by the County rule.  Council consensus was to let the site and the developer determine the number of lots based on other subdivision requirements.
FINANCIAL: Projected Final June  Claims: $57,429.76  and renewal of investments maturing on June 30, 2011 (General Fund Equipment: $13,426.89 and Water Fund: $2065.68)  were  approved  on  motion by Ekern, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  FEMA final report pending.
OTHER UPDATES/ Meetings/ Communications were reviewed as listed, including: next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee (Council, Planning-Zoning Members) at CRV Hall, June 22nd, 6:30 p.m., and June 27-29th NIMS Training, at CRV Hall by Rushford Fire Department. Clerk Iverson is on vacation June 23-24th with Treasurer Graham filling Friday office hours.
MOTION to ADJOURN was made by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, at 10:00 p.m.   Next Regular Meetings are: 7pm-Tuesdays, July 5th and 19th, 2011.
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