
City of Rushford Village Council Meeting August 18, 2009 

Pledge of Allegiance to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Elizabeth Atkinson.  Also present: City Attorney Thomas Manion, Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously with additions of: proposed sale of a land parcel by Shawn Mrozek and WHKS status of charges.  
Minutes of August 4, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.

Citizens/Others Present: Robert and Paula Brand, Jack Hedin, Shawn Mrozek. 
Cooperative Way: Robert and Paula Brand were present regarding their request for a review of their assessment. The Brands reviewed and were agreeable with the proposed amendment to the Resolution that was dated December 29, 2008 and adopted the assessments following the public hearing.  Details of the amendment had been finalized between Rushford Village City Attorney Manion and the Brands’ attorney.  Discussion followed about the last minutes published.
Featherstone Farms: Jack Hedin first expressed gratitude for the Council’s support in getting establish here and that it has been great to work with Bob Thieret regarding the road construction that has worked very well for the trucks coming in.
Re: September 19th appreciation event, Hedin said they are planning noon to midnight and also have the playground and community center reserved.  They are expecting 500 people throughout the day and will not have any alcohol. With a couple hundred vehicles expected, they are planning on having people park elsewhere and to bring them in on wagons or hay racks. For this reason they had asked Bob about closing City Park Road. No decision was made about the road closing.  Hedin said they would allow seniors in.  They will issue tickets in order to have a number to prepare for.  They are planning a bonfire rather than fireworks per July 21st minutes. 
Hedin said they are talking with Brands about leasing or purchasing some land for production and was pleased about the assessment to be deferred as long as the use is agricultural.  
Zoning - Old Business with Howard Otis: Outdoor Burning Ordinance:  A public meeting will be held on Wednesday, August 26, 2009, at 7:00 p.m.
Zoning - New Business: Shawn Mrozek has three parcels, 5 acres, 40 acres where her home is located, and a 20 acre parcel.  Mayor Johnson said access must be maintained for any parcel sold so none are land-locked.  She currently has an easement to her homesite.  Attorney Manion offered a guide regarding easements.  As with Mrozek, a subdivision is required for development, i.e., engineering, platting, etc.  Issues identified for selling off acres: a) density as regulated by Fillmore County Zoning, b) subdivision regulations, and c) easements/access.
Otis also reported issuing a permit to Ordell Thompson for a storage building.
Treasurer’s Contract: Judy Graham had provided a revision under Graham Properties.  Dennis Overland had checked with the League of MN Cities (LMC) and other insurers on a surety bond for a non-employee which none can do.  He said the type of bond to require is a fidelity bond, which Attorney Manion said is the functional equivalent and gives the necessary protection.  A motion was made on August 4th to approve the Treasurer’s contract with the additional requirement of a minimum $50,000 bond, which is to be added as VIII.d: “Proof of a fidelity bond in the amount of $50,000 is required.”
Greenslade Appeal: Mayor Johnson received an e-mail from Attorney Kuboushek about a September date.

Stensgard Request for Rushford Sewer/water: Brief additional discussion. 

WHKS - Cooperative Way: Engineer Kevin Graves told Mayor Johnson that a subcontractor was not paid and may inquire regarding the contractor’s bond.  Attorney Manion said a notice must be sent.  Mayor Johnson will inquire regarding completion dates for Cooperative Way and Tower Ridge Road.
Robert Thieret provided advance notes on the following work: I&I in South Rushford: Thieret and Steve Spaag fixed a manhole leak on Sherwood Street. Pump Replacement: The pump behind Brown’s went bad again and a replacement is on the way. Pump on Goodrich was tested and is working well. Tower Ridge Road is on hold.  Woodland Heights: Fixed Mrozek’s driveway.  Rocking Roads is started and more will be done on Thursday.
Clerk/Communications: Clerk Iverson provided a 2010 budget draft.  September 15th is the deadline for Preliminary Budget Discussion and to set the Proposed Levy.  December 1, 2009 is the designated meeting for final budget discussion, an opportunity for the public to speak, and for the Council to determine the final budget and levy for 2010.   A  renewal notice was received for the Cooperative Way CD.  A statement was received for the Southeast Consultants-SEMDC Clerk contract, June-August: $6,360.00.  A payment was included in the August 4th Claims List. Selectus Fuel Contract is offered at $1.32 prepaid.  We have a credit for 315 gals; the minimum order is 300 gals; 920 gals were used in 2007-08; 720 gals were used in 2008-09.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to prepay for 500 gallons.
Other/Discussion: Received a copy of a letter from FEMA: Tim Kingsley property, an MPCA-MDH Request for Comments, meeting notices: Fillmore County Emergency Management Advisory Group, August 20th, 6:30 pm; SEMLM, August 31st, Spring Grove: Johnson, Schwanke and Ekern will attend; looking at land use, the Fountain package sewer system, notice of an FSA Office notice of a farm subsidy program, and an amendment needed to extend the land lease with Featherstone Farms.
Meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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