CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF MARCH 9, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The March 9, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, with the addition of garbage collection. Overland said pick-up in South Rushford had occurred early morning vs closer to noon so people were missed.  
MINUTES of the February 22, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved as corrected regarding a quote by Member Ekern, on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 1) Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation Town Meeting Initiative (TMI) follow-up presentation by Susan Hart and Vern Bunke.  Several projects came out of the TMI process in which Rushford Village residents had participated with Rushford and Peterson.  “Timeless Trails” became Tourism and Trails with goals of expansion from previous trails. This is also an offshoot from the Minnesota Design Team with the belief that what happens in one city benefits the area and phases are planned through 2013.  Canoe launch improvements are also planned with the DNR at Peterson, a new launch northeast of the Root River bridge in Rushford, and a new wayside rest farther east along the Highway 16 Historic Bluff Country National Scenic Byway. The DNR is a huge player providing funding while local volunteers will provide labor.  Last fall the City of Rushford was awarded a Legacy grant through the DNR to link the Root River Trail via the dike system to Creekside Park and the Magelssen Bluff Trail that was worked in 2009.                             

Coordinated year-round use is the ultimate goal and a non-profit will be established under the Rushford Area Community Foundation. Board members are planned to represent the three cities as well as area organizations so events are coordinated overall. Initially, they would like to have representatives of the three cities appointed for a steering committee. With health, fitness, and recreation opportunities  enhanced for local residents and for visitors, this can become known as a “great place to go biking/hiking/canoeing in the Midwest”, e.g., in Backpacker Magazine. 
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 2) Campground discussion with Harold and Mary Naber, Michael Spende, Mary and Val Gudmundson.  The Nabers own Eagle Cliff Campground toward Lanesboro and propose to purchase 15 acres from Gudmundsons to establish a 49 site campground to be located north of the Root River Trail and to use an existing access from Highway 16.  Naber said State regulations must be followed for water and sewer, e.g., septic system design must meet State specifications. Mayor Johnson said Rushford Village did a water supply study when the Tri-County Electric headquarters was being planned and that this should be revisited.  A two-story building is also planned as a gathering place on the first floor with two bedrooms on the second floor. Naber provided a layout sketch and said lot size planned is almost 3,800 square feet which is almost twice the State requirement.  Attorney Manion checked the Fillmore County Ordinance online and said an environmental assessment is required for 50 or more sites. Howard Otis said a campground could be a conditional use in an Ag District, however Attorney Manion advised that Rushford Village should have a campground ordinance.  
Other discussion included next steps: to adopt Fillmore County’s or develop CRV’s own ordinance (which can be more restrictive), the need for a complete site plan and engineered plat, revisiting the water study, potential for run-off or ponding, width for access and connecting roads – Otis said 18 ft for 2-way and 16 ft if 1-way, distance from nearest dwelling – Fillmore County Ordinance says 1,000 feet, set backs from the Root River Trail, screening – Mary Gudmundson said she did not want to see (the trailers), distance from nearest feedlot, Gudmundsons’ existing conditional use permit, etc.  
The process would include a public hearing with notice to landowners within 350 feet, etc.  The Council received a letter from Jack Hedin, owner of Featherstone Farms.  Nabers had also spoken with Hedin and received a copy of the letter.  As this will take time and the proposal was referred to the Zoning Board which meets regularly at 8:00 a.m. on the first Tuesday at Judy’s Country Kitchen in Peterson, i.e., April 8th.  
BACK-UP/REMOTE SERVICE/EQUIPMENT: Schwanke said this is still under consideration.

WARNING SYSTEM SIREN: No word yet on installation. Confirmation was received from Fillmore County that Rushford Village does own the lift station site. An easement exists as well.
MEETING WITH RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL per February 22, 2010 letter regarding water purchase to solve Radium and other issues.  Iverson said two members of the Rushford City Council were to contact Mayor Johnson with a request for a meeting first between two members of each Council.
KONETCHY ROAD: No new information.  GREENSLADE: E-mail from Attorney Jason Kaboushek said a summons was filed and new filing fees were submitted for recovering costs.
FEATHERSTONE LAND LEASE – EXTENSION:  Iverson had e-mailed a draft as discussed on February 22nd, using the previous lease document for the increase to 3.5 acres and the addition of proof of insurance requirements.  ANIMAL CONTROL CONTRACT: Iverson provided a draft with the current rate changes made to the last agreement we had in 2001.  She was asked to contact Robert P. Brand for his review and to create a form for Brand to use for easier reporting.  Attorney Manion said certain records are required to be kept so some reporting is needed.
OTHER – 2010 CENSUS: Schwanke asked for clarification regarding how Rushford Village residents are being identified vs. being included with Rushford and Peterson.  Atkinson said street addresses are being used vs. post office boxes. Overland will follow-up with Judy Graham regarding any other details.

FINANCIAL – Preliminary Projected March Claims: $19,165.62; NOW ACCOUNT balance projected as of February 28th: $47,007.00; INVESTMENT renewal pending March 10th for a Water CD at Rushford State Bank: $13,201.51. Discussion: Iverson had found duplicate rock tickets when examining tickets received in fall 2009 after hauling and in February 2010 from Bruening Rock. She determined the balance to be $34,299.12 vs. almost $60,000 as billed. State and County settlements are not expected until June. Overland said the Fire Department Contract payment of $11,376.22 which was written in February could be held until May. The Finance Committee planned to meet regarding cash flow until June.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to accept the financial report with preliminary claims of $39,165.62 which included a payment of $20,000 to Bruening Rock. Noted: RECEIPT being left at the Rushford State Bank for utility bill payments are now being deposited the same day by bank staff.  

TRANSFERS – As advised by CRV Auditor Leah Petroske: On motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, $13,500 was approved for the Rislove Bridge as a 2009 transfer from the #200 Flood Fund, to be credited to and debited from the #205 MIF Business Flood Fund, and after a MIF repayment of $3,316.45 in unused funds to DEED, the balance of $1,721.69 was approved as a 2010 transfer (for a zero balance) from the #205 MIF Business Flood Fund to the #200 Flood Fund.  
ORDINANCE #9: COUNCIL RATES and annual renewal of sewer and water rates vs. amending the existing ordinances will be reviewed by Clerk Iverson with Treasurer Graham. 



ZONING – Old Business – Bunke property:  Otis said an 1841 map shows a Sherwood addition to the Town of Rushford with Hayes Street platted as a 60 foot street. He said the Zoning Board has now worked through Zoning Ordinance Section 1400 with recommendations and will continue with 1500.  
ZONING – New Business:  A permit for an addition was issued to Mark Miller in Cedar Hill Park.  Noted: Rushford Village is responsible for a graveyard if no one else is maintaining it.
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: ROCK BIDS are being advertized for opening March 23rd; the three area vendors received a copy of the notice.  Meetings: Fire Department Mill Rate meeting is March 22nd.  A League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust Loss Control workshop will be held in Rochester, April 22nd. Other dates were reviewed as listed.  
The Next Regular Meetings will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, March 23rd, April 6th and 20th, 2010.  The meeting adjourned at 10:06 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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