City of Rushford Village Council Meeting July 21, 2009 

Pledge of Allegiance to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson. Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Liz Atkinson.  Also present: City Attorney Thomas Manion, Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Schwanke seconded by Overland and carried unanimously with the addition of a request for residential garbage pick-up by Vince and Donna Ciangiola.  It was stated that as a business, the Ciangiola’s could have a dumpster and that they were not included in the list of residences being charged with their property taxes.
Citizens/Others Present: Chelsie Glaubitz, Featherstone Farm, Katherine Doerr, Richard Chapel, and Robert Brand.

Featherstone Farms – Chelsie Glaubitz addressed the Council regarding a “Thank You” gathering that was being planned for September 19, 2009 for people who have helped with their CSA status.  300-600 people are expected throughout the day and a concert is planned for the evening with Willie Porter and the Big X.  Re: a bonfire, they were directed to contact Fire Marshall Chuck Eidenschink and Rushford Fire Chief Dave Lombard.  Re: a Liquor License with the intent to sell beer, Attorney Manion said Rushford Village does not have an ordinance so cannot issue liquor licenses.  Manion and Council Member Overland are researching any other options.  Featherstone Farm also plans to bring in tents.
Minutes of July 7, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  Three letters were approved for mailing to Lee Peterson, Peterson State Fish Hatchery in support of the Camp Hazzard Creek renaming, to Kenneth Bakkum regarding the run-off issue discussed with him on June 2, 2009, and the “Notice of filing of Award” regarding Resolution No. 090616 Establishing Cartway and Awarding Damages, as advised by Attorney Manion.  Council Member Schwanke said the letter to Bakkums was to confirm the Rushford Village Council’s offer to deliver excess material from the Woodland Heights project which Kenneth had declined.
Greenslade Appeal - Resolution No. 090616 Establishing Cartway and Awarding Damages.  Mayor Johnson said Attorney Jason Kuboushek had contacted the League of Minnesota Cities and they are going to re-open and re-examine the case.  Johnson had asked about additional fees.  Kuboushek will respond to Rushford Village and Johnson.  Attorney Manion will also keep the Council posted regarding the matter.
Sam Stensgard - Request for sewer/water service from the City of Rushford.  Stensgard was present at the June 16, 2009 Council meeting and Mayor Johnson had committed to follow-up with the City.  Having not done this, Johnson asked Council Member Schwanke to continue and Member Ekern volunteered to join Schwanke for follow-up with the City.  Johnson commented that this is an opportunity to work together, which is part of what makes a community, and that the costs would be paid by the homeowners to use the services.  Per an e-mail from Fillmore County, Stensgard’s system was not earmarked as a problem.
Cooperative Way Assessment Adjustments request: Discussion with Robert Brand included: consistent language, that the assessment term remains but would be deferred as long as the land remains agricultural, proration proposed if a portion of the land was developed, and conditions/events that would trigger the assessment.  Attorney Manion said rezoning would make it available, development would trigger the assessment.
Brand said Jack Hedin (Featherstone Farm) had asked about renting land, up to 74 acres.  The farm program does not allow raising vegetables and he would need water which would need to be engineered so it does not damage the road.

Zoning - Old Business - Mobile Home replacement on Chapel Farm: Katherine Doerr and Richard Chapel were present regarding joint ownership as discussed on July 21, 2009.  Rather than Attorney Manion providing a draft document, Manion stated that evidence of both names on the title would be sufficient to issue a zoning permit.  It was noted that Zoning Administrator Otis has authority to approve a permit without Council motion.  The fee at $10/100 sq ft will be a minimum of $100.00.
Ruth Cranley’s engineer, G-Cubed provided a letter that stated the driveway changes were made as directed by the Council. Mayor Johnson asked if the Rushford Village engineer should check to be sure the work is done.  Attorney Manion advised not to consider the letter a guarantee, that they could have made a mistake but it is not likely.  There was consensus that Howard Otis could issue a zoning permit if requested.
Burning Ordinance: Draft provided by Otis was discussed.  Further review with the Zoning Board was planned for the next regular Council meeting on August 4, 2009.
Zoning - New Business: Curt Courrier submitted an application for a permit for a Fireworks Display on August 8, 2009.  Clerk Iverson was directed to request a signature from the Rushford Fire Chief.
Speed Sign: Otis provided information on a unit by Traffic Solutions that he had seen at Hokah, owned by Houston County.  It is computer operated, some have solar charging.  It would show speed of drivers and record excess speed with time and date.  Cost quote was $8,669 plus $1,000 for solar.  It was suggested that the County own one with other governmental units contributing or a group of cities.  It is proposed as a preventive measure against accidents.
Basin Water: Mayor Johnson addressed an e-mail received from Basin Water regarding their filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy and a Section 363 sale of assets.  Johnson said they had seven year old agreements that are costing more than they are paying. Basin Water has now been acquired by a holding company.  The testing for Rushford Village should be done by the end of July and they are to provide a report in September.  Johnson questioned whether our agreement is still valid.  Attorney Manion said with financial stability in question, a bond could be required for assurance.  Schwanke suggested contacting another engineer.
South Rushford sewer: Robert Thieret is working with Davy Engineering to find and fix the infiltration.  Tower Ridge Road: A complaint was received regarding holes caused by spinning tires and Thieret took care of them with the grader.  Davy Lab bills from City of Rushford: Mayor Johnson said we need to know why the tests were made and why the City paid for them.  These did not fit the regular testing schedule of Rushford Village.
Clerk / Communications: Notice of NIMS Training was received and is required for all Council and Staff.  Iverson will check with Ambulance Director Julie Ziebell regarding the possibility of another training at the Rushford Village Community Center as was held last year.  Iverson asked about running out of signed checks and was to communicate by e-mail for any payment that could not wait until the next regular meeting.
Truth in Taxation: A notice from the County Assessor stated that no public hearing is required but a regular meeting must be designated, after November 24, 2009, for discussion when the public can speak, and when the Council will determine the final budget and levy for 2010.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, to designate the regular meeting on December 1, 2009 for this purpose and notify the Assessor’s office.
Attorney Manion addressed the letter he had sent regarding Administrative Penalties.  Other discussion included the LMC Bulletin, Consolidated Medical Services letter re: random alcohol/drug testing selection – no one selected for Rushford Village this time.  An e-mail was received regarding the Rushford Area Watershed meetings – Ekern will attend. The Habitat for Humanity director said the 500 Mile Bike Fundraiser and Picnic on July 14, 2009 went well. They served 200 people.  
It was noted that Attorney Manion’s letter regarding the noise complaint in South Rushford appeared to be effective.

Meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.

