City of Rushford Village Council Meeting April 7, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor, Gordon Johnson, Council members present: Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke, Liz Atkinson, and Howard Otis – Zoning Administrator and Judy Graham – Clerk.
Citizens Present:  Attorney Manion, Ruth Cranley, Lois Loven, Mark Welch of G Cubed Engineering, Joel Hulsing, Attorney Eric Corson, Mike Peterson, Paul Sorum
The agenda was approved with a motion by  Schwanke 2nd by Ekern Carried
The minutes of March 17th and 18th were approved as read on a motion by Atkinson 2nd by Schwanke Carried
Graham presented the claims list for April and on a motion by Ekern 2nd by Atkinson will hold 15651 until we meet with them, hold 15640 to confirm blue print measurements and hold 15652 doe statement of services Carried.

Johnson closed the regular meeting and opened the Hearing for Cranley ( a variance for the slope of her proposed driveway to include 15%).  Corson explained that the driveway to her Moms’ home could be used for emergency purposes if needed. G Cubed Engineering addressed the council stating that if a property owner wishes to live with this situation they should be allowed.  Also G Cube feels this is a safe access and there are as steep or steeper driveways in the valley.  The Council asked; what issues do you propose to mitigate as per your letter to make this safer for the fire and rescue people that may be called to this parcel?   G Cubed showed areas of turnouts that are fairly level where 2 vehicles could meet and be seen with room for passing, also when the rock is applied with a slope to the bank for 2/3rds of the surface and 1/3rd runoff on the slope side to avoid erosion, and the bottom will have to be cleared for final County approval. Corson stated this is not a hardship caused by Cranley.  Manion check the elements (Factors) This is close to an area variance; there was open debate on this ordinance and the % of slope with regard to the effect on government services, and weather this could be fixed by another way, however if truly dangerous mitigation on variance needs to be settled.  The engineer would have to approve to settle the %. Turnouts and or guardrails may be their recommendation. Hulsing, a neighbor across the road has not seen or had a problem with any runoff.  When G Cubed is comfortable with all mitigation issues they should forward their report to WHKS at their expense for approval. Johnson closed the Hearing at 7:33p.m.

The Council meeting was reopened to carryon with the agenda.
Manion reported that the assessment process of Cooperative Way was indeed correct, 30 years is the maximum delay and as long as it is in agriculture production it would be differed.

MPCA has been contacted about the service connected with the wastewater treatment and  samplings. Hayes confirmed there is little or no difference between the samples from the City of Rushford and the City of Rushford Village. Furthermore the amount of Rushford Village usage has almost no overall affect to the plant as a whole.  Repair and maintenance of the plant would be reflected in the rate of the service which should be the same as the Rushford users.  If the expansion of the plant does not allow Rushford Village to add new users than that cost would be entirely the cost of Rushford residents.

Graham has acquired a free computer from Fillmore County for use in billing. It will need a monitor and cord.  Overland and Schwanke are working on purchasing a new laptop to replace the current Dell with several problems.  

FEMA has been contacted once again in regards to unpaid funding and some new rules have been brought to light.  Graham will forward additional information to them. They will make an additional advance payment within the next couple weeks for about $40,000 and requested the return of the P4.
Discussion to participate in the Rushford Parade of July 18, 2009 brought forth some ideas.  Graham will make contact and set up for 1 unit.  
Motion by Ekern 2nd by Schwanke to support the school Arts color ads in the Tri-County Record in the amount of $62. Carried .  

Otis shared the request for a communication tower and the need for ordinance updates.  
Otis also reported the Habitat for Humanity Home is ready to go.  All application have been filed demolition as well as rebuilding.  The blocks should be here May 11th.  
In regards to the Ellefson issue, Manion will advise Murphy as to the process of applying for and the rejecting of a planned use for a parcel along with the explanation regarding a refund for service connect as requested in Murphy’s letter.
Attorney Egge has returned an appraisers review of the property to be taken for review by the Council.

Otis shared a conversation with the Rushford Office regarding the use of Airport lands and asked to be kept informed on the progress.

Thieret presented an estimate from Norman’s Electric to replace the dialer at the lift station in the amount of a maximum of $650. Motion by Schwanke 2nd by Ekern to accept this offer.

Thieret shared that the forks for the backhoe have been secured and should arrive in about 10 days $200 plus $50 for shipping.

With discussion following on the purchase of 2 generators for the lift station and the shop building / city hall a motion was made by Schwanke 2nd by Ekern to purchase both.  

Basin Water equipment for Pilot Study of Radium removal has arrived and will be installed April 20th.  A building plan will be secured and checked by Basin Water prior to MN Dept of Health approval.
Motion by Schwanke to adjourn until Tuesday April 14th at 5:30 p.m. for the spring road tour and continue the Council meeting to discuss the water project financing with MN Rural Water, 2nd by Atkinson.  Carried

                                           Continuation of Council meeting 4-14-09

Gordon Johnson, Howard Otis, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Liz Atkinson, Dale Schwanke, Judy Graham, Paul Halvorson MN Dept of Health, Jeff Dale MN Rural Water, and Robert Thieret

The road tour started at 5:30 visiting several sites needing attention during this season beginning with the South Rushford Storm Water Ditch Project running to Meadow and under 16, a request to replace the sign on 16 at Aspen to reflect both those roads, old bridge on 16 (Village RD) clear dirt out from under the bridge and resurface top, Aspen RD at Ekern RD needs to be cleared more to make bus movement easier, blocks or large rocks needed to fill some of drop off, Aspen at Heimgartners needs major work (top off hill, remove some of curve, extend both ends of the culvert, etc., Thieret should check the grade), Oakview LP ½ way up last drive to south reshape to west, take top off (to insure water runs to north and through the culvert, Oian RD to Himlie LN retake full width of road, remove unused cattle pass to protect equipment, replace culvert 100 yards to the south, Tower Ridge RD project west end shows guard rails installed at improper width limiting farm equipment use.  This is a FEMA project and restrictions are involved.
Upon return to the Council Room MN Rural Water and MN Dept of Health joined the council in discussion of the Radium Removal Project.  It was the suggestion of MN Rural Water after speaking with Windy Block of Rushford that Rushford Village might want to buy their water from the City of Rushford due to the fact that the more water they use with the new system the less it would cost to produce, however it would cost a good deal of money to bring the access line under the river and install the proper metering equipment.  Therefore it was suggested that an estimate for such a project be investigated as a 4th alternative project to compare costs. Rural Water will try to set up a meeting to examine this path.  
Motion by Schwanke, 2nd by Overland to adjourn at 9:14 p.m. Carried
