CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF APRIL 20, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The April 20, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
MINUTES of the April 6, 2010 Regular Meeting and April 13, 2010 Joint Rushford-Rushford Village Council meeting were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 1) Proposed Campground: Emily Spende was present. Howard Otis said the Zoning Board added a purpose to the County Ordinance language and said public access will need to meet State/County regulations. A provision will be added regarding street lighting to keep light pollution from being a nuisance. Mayor Johnson had called the Fillmore County Zoning Administrator today, thinking a campground in a business district would be okay but that is not permitted in the County Zoning Ordinance. Schwanke spoke with the County Feedlot Inspector, Mike Frauenkron, about the rational for the 1,000 setback. Frauenkron said a campground was considered as similar to a feedlot but with the number of people, potential noise, smoke, etc.  Here two homes may be within 1,000 feet.  
Johnson said what we do here sets the stage for the next ones which may not be as well managed.  He said when Tri-County Electric purchased their 25 acres, the CRV committed to a business park of 160 acres and invested in the water study that included the proposed campground area.  Attorney Manion observed that the concerns were about compatibility and asked “What is our goal,” e.g., optimal use of land, and should (the campground) be considered in a different area.  The area was described as “Mixed Use”.  Spende asked for a definition of a business that qualifies regarding Tri-County Electric Coop and Featherstone Farms, and commented on the campgrounds in downtown Lanesboro.  Attorney Manion explained that one (Sylvan Park) was grandfathered and the one by the athletic field had evolved.

Johnson asked whether (the Nabers) had identified any other sites and Spende said yes but this was their first choice. Asked about the alternate site setbacks, she said they would be similar.  She asked about the vision for the area. This led to an explanation of the water system study which was set aside when the fire protection requirements changed with an increase in the size of the Tri-County Electric building.  Featherstone qualified as an ag-business producer and commercial organic processor.  Johnson summarized the purposes tonight: to talk about zoning, share discussions with Fillmore County, and discuss setbacks, whether 500 or 1,000 feet, but we are coming up with more questions.  Attorney Manion suggested looking at the purpose of the districts.  Spende asked about the EAW information she had e-mailed. Johnson and Schwanke had also discussed the EAW requirement with the County Zoning Officials.  Council consensus was to include 1,000 feet from existing businesses as well as dwellings.
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 2) Merle Evenson was present to support keeping the Vogen Road name as is rather than to change the name to School Section to match up with its continuation in Winona County.  Jeffrey and Karin Boemke, the other owners of property on Vogen Road called to say they are in favor of the name change to School Section.  Mayor Johnson said, in naming the roads, the CRV had looked at the history of who lived there, i.e., Vogens. Overland said the change would make the name contiuous and thereby easier for emergency services. 

ROBERT THIERET: 1) Reported selling the cans saved for park equipment at $.30 per pound for $955.00.  2) Asked to purchase four (4) of six grader tires. He received a quote from Brown’s Tire for $4,230.64.  Council consensus was to get a second quote.  3) Gilbertson Drive was improved by cutting the corner and some trees.  The current owner said prior owners had purchased a legal easement for access to the property in the back, making this essentially a driveway; he will provide a copy from his abstract. 4) Spring Clean-up rates to publish will remain as charged in 2009; appliances may be taken at no cost and there are some to pick up now that Thieret took out of an area behind the Fish Farm by Peterson.  5) Tower Ridge Road – FEMA amendment for a trench drain inside the retaining wall: Thieret had installed a culvert and did not see a need for other drainage but said the guardrails are needed and the issue with water is on the outside of the guardrails. Schwanke expressed concern about the final cost being greater than the funds offered.  WHKS Engineers will be asked for their opinion when they are here on June 1st.  6) Thieret had marked additional panels with problems on Cooperative Way and noticed breakage where cement trucks drive onto the road, which could indicate a design issue.
OTHER ZONING:  Otis said the Vern Bunke property has no access and Bunke will need to come up with a plan.  Vacations are valid even if not recorded. Recording a confirmation of records was advised.
BACK-UP/REMOTE SERVICE/EQUIPMENT: Decision is still on hold. 
WARNING SYSTEM SIREN was installed for a total cost of $17,156.62. 
APRIL 13, 2010 JOINT COUNCIL MEETING:  The letter requested and received from Sam and Sue did not mention the onsite sewer location identified by Mike Frauenkron.  They will be contacted to include that location so that the record moving forward is accurate when submitted to the State.  It was noted that if that site were used, they would have no other options unless the current site that does not meet code would recover.  The draft detachment-annexation resolution will be reviewed at the next meeting.  Water purchase data is being reviewed by Engineer Mike Davy.
FINANCIAL: A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to approve the Projected Final April Claims of $29,163.42, which include a past due amount to Harters; an excess charge had been deducted twice in 2009. 
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: Attendance by Iverson at a Zoning Ordinance rewriting training on April 22, 2010 in Bloomington was approved on motion by  Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  There was no need for CRV to be represented for the Board of Appeal/Equalization for Rushford Village to be held in the Assessor’s Office, Preston, April 19-22, 2010 and people can come in at any time.  Johnson and Schwanke will plan to attend the April 29th SEMLM Spring Quarterly Meeting in Austin. 
The Next Regular Meetings: 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, May 4th and 18th, 2010 with a public hearing scheduled for May 11, 2010.  Next Zoning meetings: Tuesday, May 4th at 8:00 a.m. and May 11th at 7:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  The meeting adjourned at 10:09 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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