CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The April 6, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion (8:20 pm), and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
MINUTES of the March 23, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 1) Gary Brown invited the Council to the Brown’s Tire Open House on Friday, April 9th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Brown was also present to support the campground.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 2) Campground discussion continued with Harold Naber and Emily Spende present. Howard Otis said the Zoning Board met this morning and discussed the 1,000 foot setback from an existing dwelling that is in the Fillmore County Ordinance and decided on 100 feet. He said we require 1,000 feet from a feedlot, but that usually does not consume more than an acre.  For a campground of 12 acres (723 feet/side) 1,000 feet consumes/restricts about 170 acres; 500 feet effects about 60 acres. Otis said Val Gudmundson’s operation does not meet the definition of a feedlot.  Mayor Johnson said he goes back to Mary Gudmundson’s statement at the first meeting, and if the sellers don’t want to see (the campground), what about the other neighbors? Naber said screening is required by their purchase agreement. Johnson said he thinks 100 feet is not enough and 1,000 feet may be too much. Otis said 500 feet may be okay if homes could be built within that area after the campground is established. 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW): Mayor Johnson said everyone should have the same opportunity but people should get into the business for the right reasons. He suggested there should be minimum requirements for an EAW.  Naber said Tri-County Electric did not have to do one.  Spende said the cost was $5,000 for a campground expanding to over 50 sites.  Overland and Schwanke spoke regarding previous experiences with developments, that the Council is not trying to penalize but to make sure what we do here does not come back to bite us in the future.  Hard lessons were learned because not enough questions were asked.  Johnson asked if an EAW may help answer questions that otherwise require an engineer and avoid duplicate costs.  He would like to see an EAW unless it’s a hardship.
Brown said the proposed campground is supported by Rushford businesses.  Atkinson said she has heard only positive things because the campground they have now is run well.  Schwanke said no matter what, someone will have a problem, e.g., noise and smoke.  He said the ordinance goal is a balance, to try to get it as right as possible right off, not as a deterrent, but as a benefit.  Ekern commented that we have no objections but want to be as cautious as we can.  Naber said they are comfortable with a distance of not more than 500 feet and thought 300 feet would be adequate.  The next commercial properties are Featherstone Farms and Tri-County Electric.  Otis said 300 feet effects a quarter quarter, i.e., 40 acres.
Lighting: Johnson said lighting should be of a certain type to prevent light pollution.  Naber said the County and State do not require lighting, only an emergency plan.  Burning must be contained which meets the Rushford Village burning ordinance which permits a recreational fire in a contained space.
Previous Water Study:  Johnson had met with Jim Kochie, Davy Engineering, about the radium in the South Rushford well that must also be solved.  A well at the same depth is likely to have the same amount of radium and manganese.  There could be a sand well, but then nitrates are more of a problem.
Interim vs Conditional Use, renewable vs non-renewable: Schwanke said interim permits were suggested, e.g., for home-based businesses as easier to manage and have leverage for compliance.  Attorney Manion said interim usually means a moratorium and would mean a separate section in the zoning ordinance.  He said a conditional use can have additional conditions including a period of use.  Others thought conditional use goes with the land. At the March Clerks and Finance Officers Conference, Iverson said a public hearing was said to be required to end a conditional use. 
A motion for a public hearing(s) was not made at the March 23rd meeting.  A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to hold a public hearing on the proposed campground ordinance addition to the Zoning Ordinance on Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at 8:30 p.m.  A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to hold a public hearing on the proposed campground application on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  The Zoning Board must review the public hearing findings and make a recommendation which can be the same night.  The Zoning Board will have a special meeting May 11, 2010, 7:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.
ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE & CONTRACT: Documents with March 23rd revisions that were discussed with contractor Robert P. Brand were reviewed and a clarification was added regarding a holding period by the contractor of no less than ten days, “unless (animal is) claimed sooner”.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to approve the Animal Control Ordinance with this clarification. A motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, to approve the Animal Control Contract with the same clarification. Attorney Manion said the law requires a minimum of five days and that records be kept six months.
BACK-UP/REMOTE SERVICE/EQUIPMENT: Schwanke said we don’t have all information yet.     WARNING SYSTEM SIREN Installation: The siren and boxes are at the site and mounted on the pole.

Tri-County Electric provided the 50 foot pole and will set it tomorrow; it will go down about 8 feet.  Mike Ask, Fillmore County Sheriff’s Office, called for the invoices to be mailed to him.
TOWER RIDGE ROAD FEMA AMENDMENT allows the trench drain that was originally in the bid specifications. Bob Thieret installed a culvert. Further discussion is needed.

MEETING WITH RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL: April 13, 2010 in the Rushford Village Hall Community Center.  The agenda will include: purchase of water to solve the South Rushford Water Radium level, Stengards’ annexation request for sewer service, and status updates on Konetchy Road and the sewer treatment contract per our February 22, 2010 letter.  

OTHER ZONING:  Otis said the April 6th Zoning meeting was attended by Vern Bunke and Rachel Ukkestad.  Ukkestad wants to have the cemetery legitimized. She said there is a need for more burial ground.  Bunke has 51 acres and needs access in order to develop.  Street vacations were questioned.  Lot size required is 12,000 square feet with City sewer and 2.5 acres with septic systems. The Zoning Board will view the site on Saturday.  A zoning permit was issued to David Hundorf for a pole barn.
THIERET and Steven Spaag have installed the eaves/gutters and hung the furnace room shelf. 

TOWN MEETING INITIATIVE – Representative requested.  Ekern had talked with Roger Heimgartner but not heard back.  Iverson e-mailed Heimgartner regarding a special trails meeting April 20, 2010.
FINANCIAL – Projected Preliminary April Claims: $26,099.63. Loren Rue, Purchasing Power, asked that we rewrite a check written to them for $74.39 that was lost by their bank.  Iverson will negotiate for no stop payment fee. A motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to approve the Preliminary April Claims which included the 2010 League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust General Liability Premium of $7,849.00 and to accept the March 31, 2010 Now Account balance of $34,669.28-19,698.69 (outstanding) = $14,970.59.  
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: A statement of compliance regarding no employees was provided by Attorney Manion and completed for Robert P. Brand by Overland Insurance and for Judy Graham by American Family Insurance to satisfy the independent contractor requirement for the LMCIT Workers’ Compensation insurance audit.  The Board of Appeal/Equalization for Rushford Village will be held in the Assessor’s Office, Preston, April 19-22, 2010.  Iverson will clarify when someone from the Council should attend.  Other dates shared: April 22nd, SEMDC Annual Meeting, Hayfield and LMCIT Loss Control Meeting, Rochester; April 29th SEMLM Spring Quarterly Meeting, Austin; June 1st Cooperative Way evaluation with contractors and engineers; May 4th Annual Road Tour, 5:30 p.m.  Re: Cooperative Way, Mayor Johnson noticed two new panels with problems for a total of fifteen now and recalled that Brent Pember questioned the design.
The Next Regular Meetings: 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, April 20th and May 4, 2010.  Next Regular Zoning meeting: Tuesday, May 4, 8:00 a.m. and May 11th at 7:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  The meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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