CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF MARCH 23, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The March 23, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, Treasurer Judy Graham, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, with additions: March 22nd Mill Rate Board, water issues, and a meeting with Rushford City representatives.  
MINUTES of the March 9, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 1) Animal Control Contractor Robert P. Brand was not present due to heifers freshening. Clerk Iverson had given Brand a copy of the proposed contract renewal and reporting form.  Brand thought the reporting form would work well and requested that his fee increase by $25 per month to $125 for a total of $375 per quarter. He requested an increase from $30 to 35 per dog and suggested the term Native Wild Animals in place of raccoons.  He also suggested that the repossession fee should be variable vs a set $75.00.  He has been accepting less for a first-time fee and has charged up to $100 for repeated pick-up of the same dog.  The repossession fee is paid to the City of Rushford Village.  After further discussion, the repossession was suggested by Schwanke to be $45-1st time, $65-2nd time, and $85-3rd time and thereafter.  Attorney Manion suggested a fee per day as well, e.g., $3/$5.
CITIZENS/GUESTS: 2) Campground discussion continued with Harold Naber present. Naber was also at the Zoning Board meeting today at 7:00 a.m. Otis said the Zoning Board decided it is best to fit the Fillmore County Ordinance to our needs. He provided a draft which included a statement of purpose. Re: Fillmore County’s setback of 1,000 feet from an existing dwelling if not in a city, the Zoning Board is proposing 100 feet which is the CRV setback from agricultural use.  Mayor Johnson suggested this should not differ from other setbacks in the agricultural area, e.g., feedlots. He said 100 feet is the width of his lot and could not imagine a campground that close.  Access to meet State or County requirements.
Other discussion: Alcohol policy? Answer: no under-age drinking; Liquor license for gathering place in 2-story building: No; Shelter for storms: the first story gathering place – the State requires an emergency plan for evacuation if high winds or flood. This includes how they will notify people and where to go but the State has not rated buildings – Attorney Manion said they should take reasonable care for it to be safe even if there are no regulations; average occupancy for 49 planned sites: 3 per site average (147). 

Re: Government services expected: ambulance, police, siren?  There is no siren now at Eagle Bluff, they have a manager on site 24/7, and the sheriff calls if high winds are expected.  Mayor Johnson explained that fire and ambulance are part of our service.  Attorney Manion said the permanent sites planned will not increase per capita costs like a vacation home could.  Naber said they have security on site and have only called the Sheriff three times on weekends during the ten years Eagle Bluff has been open. Ekern asked about contracting for extra police officers. Manion said it would be better to hire local officers on their own time.  

The EAW requirement was clarified as required for an expansion as soon as there is a total of 50 or more sites. Mayor Johnson said we should revisit the water study that was done for Tri-County Electric Cooperative (TEC) in 2008.  TEC needed 800 gal/per/minute for fire protection so put in their own well and a 60,000 gallon reservoir.  CRV would have needed an 18” diameter well. The study was believed to have encompassed the area of Featherstone Farms and the Gudmundson land.  Johnson said the State does not want multiple wells and said the campground needs and Featherstone’s irrigation needs should be considered.  Mayor Johnson will deliver the study documents to Mike Davy on Wednesday.
A public hearing is required for the Campground Ordinance as part of Zoning and a separate public hearing is required for the campground as a conditional use (with notice to landowners within 350 feet).  Attorney Manion said both hearings could happen the same night but it is in the owner’s best interests to know the parameters first, before making an application.  With ten-days required from the published date of the notice, April 20th is the earliest regular meeting date that could be used for a public hearing.
Additional questions: facilities for each site? Answer: each site has water and a sewer drop that goes to one septic collection system with multiple tanks and a drainfield.  There is no dump station.  There is a fire ring per site and a central dumpster for garbage.  Screening: Naber said it is specified in the purchase agreement with Gudmundsons. They have started with a fast growing tree, e.g., poplar, then added arbor vitae.  Another fast variety grows ten feet in one year and up to thirty-five feet.  The Gudmundsons are still the landowners with the purchase contingent on the campground approval.  Time to complete the campground, Naber said, is about three months and expects completion by fall.  All sites will be permanent rentals but Fillmore County requires closure from December through March.
Next Steps: To re-examine the Draft Campground Ordinance regarding the 100 ft setback from existing residential and any other changes, and looking at the water study and the water issues.  Re: the timeframe on water, Schwanke and Johnson answered that the plans were ready and it has been tabled since TEC did their own. They said it may include water only, no reservoir.  Following the public hearing, Attorney Manion said the planning commission (Zoning Board) needs to review the ordinance with the public comments before making a recommendation.  
ROCK BIDS were received for Class 2 rock as follows: Milestone Materials-Mathy Construction: $9.65 per cubic yard delivered and spread, $7.08 per cubic yard when picked up at the Eggert Quarry; Bruening Rock Products: $7.99 per ton/$10.79 per cubic yard delivered and spread, $6.25 per ton/$8.44 per cubic yard at the pile.  Rock is to be spread on roads by June 15, 2010.  Motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to accept the lower bid from Milestone materials to be the primary rock vendor for 2010 and the higher bid from Bruening Rock as the secondary vendor.
BACK-UP/REMOTE SERVICE/EQUIPMENT: Schwanke said we don’t have information yet. WARNING SYSTEM SIREN: No word was received yet on installation. 
MEETING WITH RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL per February 22, 2010 letter regarding water purchase to solve Radium and other issues.  Mayor Johnson and Councilmember Schwanke met with Rushford City Mayor Chris Hallum and Councilmember Ted Roberton on Saturday, March 13, 2010.  They discussed items previously discussed with the City Administrator. The proposal was to purchase wholesale vs retail regarding the possible purchase of water to solve the South Rushford water radium issues.  A letter was received today from the City, with an agreement for shared cost in a study that the City sees as the next step.  As Rushford Village is on a limited timeline to address the radium, the City letter will be forwarded for review to Rushford Village engineer Mike Davy. 
KONETCHY ROAD: Andrea Konetchy sent a letter by e-mail with her concerns about the road which she said was a shared access with the Larson farm for the majority of years since the 1950’s when Konetchy’s purchased their farm. The road was also maintained by Rushford Village.
FEATHERSTONE LAND LEASE: The extension for 3.5 acres was signed today and a certificate of insurance was received as required. Discussion needs to occur annually in September regarding whether to allow the automatic renewal on October 15th or to provide a notice of termination twenty days prior. 
GARBAGE COLLECTION ROUTE – General Manager Andy Gayhart said changes in order of pick-up are not to occur without notice.  He will speak with the driver.  We had purchased the last 65 gallon totes that Harters had and contacted another company that only sold in quantities of 100.  Harters found 20 more so five additional totes were ordered from Harters.
2010 CENSUS: Graham said the Census is being done by Census blocks rather than addresses. Overland said the bar code is unique to the property using GPS.  So far the CRV responses are at 81%. 
TOWN MEETING INITIATIVE – Representative requested.  Ekern had talked with Roger Heimgartner who requested more information. The Council accepted Iverson’s suggestion that planning be a part of the continuing Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation-TMI process.  
FINANCIAL – Projected Final March Claims: $40,007.35.  With Mayor Johnson’s permission, Iverson attended the Municipal Clerks and Finance Officers Association (MCFOA) Annual Conference in St. Cloud, March 17-18, 2010. SEMDC CEO Ron Zeigler was contacted regarding the cost and said SEMDC has an annual training budget per staff member of $500 that could be used. The cost was a total of $568.18.  A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, to split the cost with SEMDC. The Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health insurance premiums increased for Robert and Nancy Thieret from $1306.50 to $1425.00 each for April 1, 2010.  Overland said a medical savings account is included in the (national) health care bill that just passed but advised to continue with BC/BS for now.  A motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously, to approve the Final March claims with the Thieret Health Insurance increase and accept the Now Account February 28, 2010 balance confirmed at $47,007.00.  As previously authorized, the water fund CD investment that matured on March 10, 2010 was renewed for 12 months at 2% interest.  Projections were provided that showed cash flow through May with the Fire Department contract payment being held until June.
ZONING:  Otis said Vern Bunke will attend the next Zoning Board meeting; verification is needed on streets vacated. THIERET will have Steven Spaag help with eaves/gutters and the furnace room shelf. 
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: The March Newsletter will include the May 14-15th Spring Clean-up which will be on Friday from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. and Saturday, 8:00 a.m.- Noon.
Overland is still waiting for clarification on the independent contractor requirement per the LMCIT WC auditor for evidence of Workers’ Compensation insurance even with no employees. The March 22nd Fire Department Mill Rate Board meeting was attended by Johnson and Schwanke.  A six-passenger 4-WD Polaris Ranger will be purchased.  Fund projections are good to replace the next truck in 27 years.  No cost of inflation is planned for the mill rate.  Due to low attendance, the meeting for contract renewals may be the only meeting for which they do a special meal. 
The Next Regular Meetings will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, April 6th and 20th, 2010.  Next Zoning meeting: Tuesday, April 6th, 8:00 a.m. at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  The meeting adjourned at 10:02 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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