CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE

MINUTES OF ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 6, 2009
Oath of Office by Gordon Johnson, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern and Elizabeth Atkinson
Pledge to the Flag

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson, Council members present, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke, Liz Atkinson, and Howard Otis – Zoning Administrator, and Judy Graham – Clerk.

Citizens Present: Beth Hermes Mitchell, Lori Bunke, Sawyer Stennes
The agenda was approved with a motion by Overland and the addition of Outdoor Wood burning Stove Ordinance 2nd by Atkinson.  Carried.
The minutes of December 16th & 29th 2008 and January 8, 2008 were reviewed and approved as stated on a motion by Schwanke 2nd by Ekern.  Carried.
Motion by Atkinson 2nd by Overland to appoint Schwanke as acting mayor.  Ekern motioned Overland 2nd Atkinson for acting Clerk, and Ekern motioned Atkinson 2nd Overland for acting Treasurer.  Carried.

On a motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern the Council approved Rushford State Bank as the Official Depository (checking account).  Other investments shall be purchased by Graham with the finance committee (Judy Graham, Dale Schwanke, and Dennis Overland) approval from either Rushford State Bank, Associated Bank or Marine Credit Union depending on the available interest during the allotted timeframe. Carried.  Prior approval needed for other institutions.
Ekern continued with a motion to retain the Dr. John Peterson, Gary Marcoux D.D.S. and Tom Taggart DVM as the Board of Health, Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Julie Ziebell and Fire Chief as Health Officers, 2nd by Ekern.  Carried.

Overland motioned to retain Thomas Manion as City Attorney for 2009, 2nd by Ekern.  Carried. 
Overland motioned to retain Butch Johnson (Farmers Insurance agency) as agent for the League of MN Cities Insurance coverage for the City of Rushford Village, as well as accepting LMC Work Comp based on Managed Care and $500 deductable in the amount of $3496, 2nd by Atkinson.  Carried.
Schwanke motioned to retain the Fillmore County Journal as the Official Legal paper for the City of Rushford Village with continued free coverage to all citizens, and asking for bids in September for 2010, 2nd by Atkinson.  Carried.  The Tri-County Publishing will be included in Community Ads with Peterson and Rushford.

Otis shared Zoning Board terms up for, Lee Loerch  (2008) and Glen Kopperud (2008).  Darrell Erickson (2009) and Bruce Hovland (2009) both Loerch and Kopperud have agreed to continue another term ending 2010. Johnson recommended they be retained for another term as well as Otis. Motion by Overland, 2nd by Ekern to accept the appointments as recommended by Johnson.  Carried.
Motion by Ekern to have Fillmore County continue to assess all parcels in Rushford Village, and hold Board of Review on April 21, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. also ISTS and Feedlot Permits will be issued by Fillmore County 2nd by Overland. Carried.  
Atkinson agreed to accept the Assistant Weed Inspector position after a motion by Schwanke, 2nd by Overland. Carried.
The City of Rushford Village Council will meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Office of the Clerk. With special meetings posted (Rushford Foods, Post Office and 

R V City Hall door), as well as published or on the R V Web Page, motioned by Overland 2nd by Atkinson. Carried.  
Motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern to schedule the 2010 annual meeting for Tuesday January 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the office of the Clerk. Carried.
Otis reported Zoning Activities for 2008 as follows:

     Homes         4        $1113            Additions          4         $250              Decks         3        $  60
     Ag Build     2            123            C / Use             11          825              Hearing      0           
     Garage        2              62           Storage Bld                                       Commercial 1           330 

     Land Alt     2              50            Demolition         1          no chg         Denied        0

     Sign            1              50            Total Issued      30       $ 2862
       Expense               $8810
Council discussion included developing a spread sheet to determine exact cost of each type of permit issued. 
Goals / Priorities for 2009 include but are not limited to the following issues:
· Adjustment to office equipment
· Approval of policies such as (contractor safety, wind generators, towers, outdoor burning, sewer back – up, sewer maintenance, human resources, receipts and disbursements)

· Continue Finance Committee of Johnson, Graham, Schwanke, and Overland to insure stability of Office of the Clerk with no Treasurer.

· Finish Radium removal project plans for S R Water District
· Spring (May 15th evening & 16th day) and Fall (October 17th day) City Wide Clean Up

· 4 News Letters

· 1 Spring and Fall Road Tour 
· Finish Tower Ridge and Cooperative Way projects
· Resurface and widen Sherwood

· Bridge repair / replacement plans (23525, L9043, 3827, L4653, L4656)

· Once again fly the Service Flags & US Flags on the Memorial Bridge Spring to Fall

· Fall Public Forum on Individual Septic Treatment System presentation by PCA & or Fillmore County and 1 other issue if possible
· Continue Zoning Review: List all non-conforming use parcels, develop a plan to check parcel valuations changes.
· Continue work on cluster wastewater feasibility study & Radium filter for well
· Major ditch cleaning

· NIMS testing (Minimum of 700 – 100- 200-  300) for all R V supervisors

Goals Accomplished in 2008: 

· Mitigation Plan / Emergency Plan with Fillmore County
· May and October city wide clean – up

· 6 news letters including a survey for flooding and Habitat for Humanity, reports on the elections and radium removal in the water system

· 2 road tours May & October

· Built City Park RD, opened new Cooperative Way RD, finished Deep River Road project, widened Hayes and resurfaced, finished all FEMA project except Tower Ridge, replaced some culverts, cleared others
· Flags for Memorial Bridge May to November

· New pre-school play structure in park at R V Community Center

· Storm water removal from ditches in S R 
· Rebuild of compost area site

· Rebuilt pumps at lift station

· Converted closet to file room at City Office

· Agreed to assist Habitat for Humanity with a project

· Purchased new Case backhoe to replace 1991 model Case

· New OSHA approved office / council chairs

· Thieret attended Loss Control Workshop in April

· Tim Penny attended a Council Meeting May 20th to share growth goals and cooperation between the 3 cities.
· Distributed MIF funding of $2,694,381.74 to aid local business to recover from 2007 Flood Loss Expenses
· Adopted Identity Theft Prevention Program for utility billings

Faithful Performance Coverage Bonding is included in League of MN Cities Insurance in the amount of $125,000. P & C policy has a $250 deductible.
Graham reported on the financial situation of Rushford Village approved on motion by Atkinson  

             2nd by Schwanke.  Carried
· The checking account at Rushford State Bank balanced with a 12/31/08 balance of $277,787.21.  General Fund $141,876.61, FEMA $ -89,472.37, Water $3,660.11, 

      Sewer $2,247.17.
·  Investments as of 12/31/2008 General Fund $109,579.92, Cooperative Way $143,565.19, Water R & R $99,048.50, Sewer $123,415.16
· Outstanding Indebtedness as of December 31, 2008 Sewer Forgivable $5,592.74, Sewer G O $83,347.60, both final pay 2017. Plow Truck $63,235.92 final pay $2011.  Tractor $10,307.35 final pay 2011.  Backhoe $49,556 final pay 2010.  Cooperative Way $425,000 first assessment payment due 2011.
· Engelson and Associates will audit the financials of 2007 including the FEMA dollars.
January 2009 claims list was approved with a motion by Schwanke 2nd by Overland.  Carried.
       Hold WHKS and Frazer for further discussion
Membership supports were reviewed for 2009 and a motion by Overland 2nd by Ekern retained LMC & Mayors Association, Rushford Pool & Recreation credit to residents, Southern MN League of Municipalities, MN Rural Water, SMI Foundation, Filllmore Family Resources.  Carried.
Rates and Fees schedules as well as Rate of pay and services offered rates will be discussed at the meeting of the 20th.
Otis shared 2 zoning permits issued late in the month that will be part of 2008, and in discussion Manion suggested further investigation of rates.
Otis also shared the information regarding the outdoor wood burning and Overland motioned to extend the moratorium for 6 months 2nd by Atkinson. Graham will publish and insert in the next news letter.  
Thieret requested permission to purchase the electronic to remote control the garage doors. The council requested quotes.  
Motion by Atkinson 2nd by Schwanke to adjourn until our next meeting on January 20, 2009.  Carried.
