
City of Rushford Village Council Meeting August 4, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Elizabeth Atkinson.  Also present: City Attorney Thomas Manion, Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously with additions of: proposed sale of a land parcel by Shawn Mrozek and WHKS status of charges.  
Citizens/Others Present: Judy Graham was present with a proposed contract for Treasurer’s Services under Graham and Graham Partnership of McGeorge’s / Graham Properties.  Compensation was proposed at $500 per month, based on an average of twenty (20) hours per month for services to include deposits and billing.  Discussion of duties included assisting the clerk with some items to be worked out in the transition.  Attorney Manion spoke to the MN Statute requirement for a surety bond.  He said no minimum is required so the amount is up to the Council to determine.  Overland said the Fire Relief Association bond is 10% of their fund.  Graham said the League of MN Cities (LMC) bond is $225,000.  $50,000 was suggested as a minimum for Rushford Village.  This would be required of SEMDC – Southeast Consultants as well.  Overland will check on independent sources and whether the contractor bonds could be added to the LMC bond.  A motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson, and carried unanimously, to approve the Contract for Professional (Treasurer’s) Services as written, with the additional requirement of a minimum $50,000 bond, with the independent contractor paying for the cost of the bond.
Minutes of July 21, 2009 were approved as written with a correction at the end of the first page, on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.

Claims List was presented with some estimates for August 2009 payments of up to $35,737.21 with the addition of Harter’s Trash and Recycling.  The Claims List was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with the addition. 

Checking account balance as of July 30, 2009 was $51,588.42. Fund Account balances are pending.
Thieret #1) Tower Ridge Road: Mayor Johnson discussed the project with WHKS engineer, Kevin Graves.  Johnson said the Rushford Village staff (Thieret and Spaag) have done more to improve this road than anyone else.  Bob Theiret said his goal is a flat bank and presented a bid from H-Tech Excavating for work that Thieret cannot do with Rushford Village equipment.  The bid proposal was for $1,600 to widen the road bank for 200 feet and haul 20 loads of fill to the Village shop and $45 for each additional load. After discussion, a motion was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke, and unanimously approved to hire H-Tech Excavating as proposed.  
Thieret #2) Freightliner Truck (noise): Thieret reported that he and assistant Steven Spaag discovered the U-joint loose so they took it apart, found a dry bushing, oiled it, put it back together and it hasn’t made a noise since.  Mayor Johnson suggested talking with the company about this.
Thieret #3) Use of Generators for Rushford Power Outage on August 9-10: The outage is expected to last up to 12 hours for work on the transmission line from the North.  It will not affect Rushford Village residents as Tri-County will draw from other substation to the South.  Ekern had asked about the availability of a Rushford Village generator for the Nursing Home.  The costs of cable and plug-ins would need to be determined.  Overland said the City of Rushford may need assistance as well.  The Council agreed with Mayor Johnson that the generators should be made available as needed.  Overland and Ekern will bring to Thieret’s attention as needed.
Woodland Heights:  Schwanke said the run-off needs to be taken care of as soon as possible.

I&I in South Rushford: Thieret is working on this and also the lift station in the ditch.

Featherstone Farms: Attorney Manion and Council member Overland had checked further regarding the request to sell beer at their September 19th appreciation event.  Manion confirmed that as a commercial business, they would need a liquor license but that, without an ordinance, Rushford Village cannot issue a license. The band was considered okay.  Noted: For fireworks an application must be submitted by a pyrotechnic such as Curt Courrier. (July 21, 2009 minutes state they are planning a bonfire and were directed to the Fire Marshall)
Cooperative Way: Attorney Manion pointed out some final changes and said the agreement with Brands regarding the assessment is close to being final.  There was some discussion about access, a field drive would be okay.  Manion said Triggers for the assessment are: 1) Rezoning for non-ag use, 2) owner utilizing one or more accesses to Cooperative Way, and, 3) owner is granted a land use permit.  

WHKS - Cooperative Way: Mayor Johnson talked with Engineer Kevin Graves. Jason Fitzgerald, Fitzgerald Construction, was to return last week to finish the punch list.  Noted: The warranty does not start until Rushford Village accepts the road.   Graves had also asked about open invoices for a total of $42,000.  One for the Rislove Bridge was received and cashed in July.  Noted that the Engineers are liable for the work of the contractors they hired.
Greenslade Appeal: Mayor Johnson said two documents were received from the League of Minnesota Cities. A cost reduction in the second document was said to be a Rushford Village cost.  Manion said the Attorneys had assured that the costs would be covered by the bond.  With a cartway, attorney fees can be part of the damages and damages can be appealed.  Attorney Kuboushekhad consulted the League which is reopening the case.
Sam Stensgard’s Request for Rushford Sewer/water: Schwanke and Ekern met with Rushford City Administrator Windy Block on July 29, 2009.  Block said the cost to run the lines is $68,000 and people who  use the service would pay 50% of the cost, i.e., $34,000 which would be divided by the three homes, plus hook-up costs.  Schwanke and Ekern had asked for service to the area without annexation.  Noted: this will need to be addressed again with the future White Pines (Sexauer) Subdivision.  
Purchasing Water: Schwanke and Ekern also discussed purchasing water from Rushford to lower the South Rushford radium level.  Block expressed concern about  water pressure to the City  depending on the height of both water towers but did not see a problem with South Rushford being hooked up as it is already in the service area.  An Engineering study would be required to confirm the feasibility and what would be required to make a water connection available.  Back flow prevention would be required to be sure the South Rushford (untreated) water does not co-mingle with the Rushford City (treated) water.
Zoning - Old Business with Howard Otis: Outdoor Burning Ordinance:  Attorney Manion provided an additional model for Hydronic Heaters which addressed certification. He said some parts may possibly added to the Zoning Board draft.  Re: distances, there was concern about making some open lots undevelopable.  Overland commented on the regulations being for outdoor burning and that they should affect indoor burning as well.  Manion suggested defining “Nuisance” as “beyond that which any individual should be exposed to.”  He said policing should be done by the users.  Manion said performance standards could apply to indoor and outdoor and require an inspection process, e.g., every five years, with inspections copied to Rushford Village.  Mayor Johnson suggested a public meeting to get opinions from all sides before having a public hearing.  Wednesday, August 26, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. was selected with published notice.  Draft copies can be available in advance.
Zoning - New Business - Subdivision required for Development: Shawn Mrozek had inquired about selling a parcel for development. She has a total of three parcels.  Fillmore County’s density regulation was referenced, i.e., not more than one non-farm dwelling per quarter/quarter section.  Otis will view the site with Shawn.  Also noted: Jim Chapel has land listed for sale.  As with Mrozek, a subdivision is required for development, i.e., engineering, platting, etc.
Otis also reported issuing a permit to Ernie Tuff for a new shed.

Basin Water Chapter 11 filing:  Mayor Johnson said they are finishing up and will attend a Council meeting in September to review the results. Schwanke said we need assurances regarding the rates, concerned that things may change in the next seven years. He noted that prior to contracting with Basin Water, concerns were expressed by the Department of Health, WHKS, and Davy Engineering. 
2010 Local Government Aid finalized at $70,602.00 which Mayor Johnson said reflected cuts to Rushford Village of  4.3%, 4..0 and .9% and mentioned increases for some other jurisdictions.
Clerk/Communications: The fax feature on the copier requires a fax kit quoted by Harry Neitzke at $795.00.  Overland said the copier has a scanning feature.  NIMS 400 Training is scheduled at Rushford Village Community Center on October 28th and November 4th, 2009 as arranged by Ambulance Director Julie Ziebell with Deb Teske, Fillmore County Emergency Management Director. A letter from the Fillmore County Court Administrator directed Attorney Manion to apply for a number for Rushford Village to receive fine reimbursement as required by State Law.
Meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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