City of Rushford Village Council Meeting November 3, 2009 

Pledge to Flag

The November 3, 2009 regular meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Elizabeth Atkinson, and Roger Ekern.  Also present: Attorney Thomas Manion, Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  

Agenda was approved on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with the addition of the Brand Assessment. 

Minutes of October 20, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.

Citizens or Others Present: None.
Claims List for November 2009 bills was presented and projected, with some estimates, to be $82,811.33.  This includes the final payment for Tower Ridge Road to Fraser Construction for $18,520.31, partial payment for Cooperative Way to Fitzgerald Excavating for $20,000.00, and a payment of $28,000.00 to Bruening Rock Products. The Claims List was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously. No payment would be made to WHKS at this time.
Checking Account All Funds Balance as of October 31, 2009 was $24,415.43.  The Cooperative Way CD matured on October 28, 2009 at a total of $98,559.24.  A Water Fund CD will mature on November 14, 2009. Based on November obligations, a motion was made by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously 1) to retain $63,613.25 and reinvest $35,000 of the Cooperative Way CD, and 2) to reinvest the full amount of the Water Fund CD, both at Rushford State Bank.
WHKS-Tower Ridge Road: Engineer Kevin Graves had made edits to the FEMA letter to request closure of the project and request consideration of the increased costs that FEMA will not address until the project closing.  A motion to approve Graves’ edits was made by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
Basin Water/Other Radium Options:  Engineer Mike Davy had asked for CRV water testing data for the last two years.  He provided bottles to Bob Thieret for additional samples.  No additional information was received from Basin Water, now Envirogen Technologies.  Option of Purchasing Water from Rushford:  Schwanke and Ekern had requested a quote from Administrator Block.
Brand Assessment for Cooperative Way: Robert Brand had called Schwanke and requested an additional change to the Amendment to Resolution Adopting Assessment dated August 18, 2009 and recorded on August 21, 2009.  The change requested was removal of the sentence that made it contingent upon the Brands signing a recordable document “that will waive any statute of limitations or other time constraint, which otherwise would bar or impede the City of Rushford Village from enforcing its special assessment rights...” Schwanke confirmed the change with Brand by telephone and Attorney Manion drafted the SECOND AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT. The RESOLUTION was approved on motion by Roger Ekern, seconded by Elizabeth Atkinson, and carried unanimously.
Zoning - Old Business: Otis spoke about the Zoning Ordinance changes being discussed by the Zoning Board and reasons for them, most for clarification.  The Zoning Board Consensus was to have a public hearing on all amendments at the end, probably in January or February.  They started on Sections 600-700 and plan to continue with Sections 1400 and 1500. 
Zoning - New Business:  No permits were issued. 
Thieret provided the following information:  1) South Rushford sewer progress identifying I&I: there is n​​o noticeable increase in pump times as substantial rain is still needed; 2) Tower Ridge Road is almost completed, only the culvert yet to put in; and 3) Rural Water Today magazine – three copies are available. One comes to the office and Ekern requested one be mailed to his home.
Clerk - Communications: 
A letter of support was requested for a Legacy Grant Application for a thru-City trail route starting at the Depot trailhead.  Iverson said this is an outcome of the joint Minnesota Design Team recommendations and the Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation-Town Meeting Initiative goals.  The letter was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
Keys update: A list of who has what keys was reviewed, with some no longer on the Council.  Consensus of the Council was to replace or rekey the locks, getting quotes from both area locksmiths.  Septic System pumping: Bob will be asked to contact Cardinal Pumping.  
Shop at Home promotion: Tri-Co Publishing will be consulted about incorporating the names of all CRV businesses. The six message ads for $59 were approved on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
Emerald Ash Borer grant funding: Workshop presenters said you can delay but cannot prevent the ash borer. Some communities are planning to replace with other trees and diversify. The application, due November 20, 2009, was not considered practical or doable at this time.

Meeting dates and attendees: Council to November 4th 2nd half NIMS 400 Training with Deb Teske @CRV Community Center; Iverson to November 10th, Rural Water-USDA Financing Training in Hutchinson; Graham to November 12th, Whitewater River Watershed Project meeting in St. Charles; Council to November 19th, Mn/DOT District 6 Local Planners Mtg/Workshop, Rochester; Iverson to December 10th, St. Paul, CTAS Training.
Reminder: December 1, 2009 is the Council meeting identified for budget discussion, opportunity for public to speak, and to determine final budget and levy.     

Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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