City of Rushford Village Council Meeting December 1, 2009

[As corrected 12/15]
Pledge to Flag

The December 1, 2009 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, and Dale Schwanke.  Also present: Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  

Agenda was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with the addition of the WHKS Engineering bills to the claims. 

Minutes of November 17, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.

Discussion of 2010 Budget:  The Preliminary General Fund Levy of $339,000.00 was passed by resolution in September, providing for a General Fund Budget of $379,377.00, after transferring the amount due in 2010 for the Ag-deferred assessment on Cooperative Way.  The increase in proposed taxes is the projected increase to be received from Tri-County Electric Coop.  A League of Minnesota Cities Webinar was held on November 24th, at which a $367 million deficit was projected by year-end, leaving open the possibility of additional unallotment of LGA. A State Budget forecast is planned tomorrow, December 2nd, with the next forecast in February 2010.  After additional discussion, on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern, the 2010 General Fund Levy was set at $339,000.00.  The motion carried unanimously. 


Citizens or Others Present:  Floyd Dunn and Margaret Schueler reported increases of assessed values on agricultural parcels of 40% and 66%.  Mayor Johnson explained the requirement for assessed values to be at 85% of sales.  Mrs. Schueler commented that the values are usually two years behind.  Schwanke mentioned the equalization meeting held in the spring with the County for questions about taxes.  Mr. Dunn expressed concern about road pot-holes.  Kayla Thompson was present to fulfill a WSU journalism class requirement with friend, Tyler Kaski.
Claims List for December 2009 bills was presented and projected with some estimates, and included discussion on WHKS Engineering bills for Cooperative Way. WHKS Vice President Rick Engstrom asked for similar consideration as had been given Fitzgerald less retainage and work not completed satisfactorily. The WHKS claims were noted as including the testing of core samples. The Claims List was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to include a payment of $20,000 to WHKS for a projected total of about $41,800.00. 

Checking Account All Funds Balance as of November 30, 2009 will be provided on December 15, 2009.  

Council / Attorney Updates:  Radium Options:  Results were received for the additional water testing requested by Engineer Mike Davy. No additional information was received from Basin Water, now Envirogen Technologies.  Option of Purchasing Water from Rushford:  Schwanke met with City Administrator Block on November 30, 2009 and received projections for 100%, 75%, and 50% of water use, projected over the next three years through 2012.  Meter size discussed was 4” or 6” with options to hook on to the nearest connection point or directly to the CRV reservoir tank.  Mike Davy commented that the cost to do ourselves may be higher and that the City will have all minerals identified.  Iverson will check if stimulus money is available for working with the City on the radium treatment solution.  Re: Fountain’s package sewer system, Attorney Manion is trying to get the name of their engineer to ask to speak to the CRV Council.
Other Council/Attorney: A mail-in ballot was received for the County FSA Committee (COC) Election.  Consensus was to fill out for the incumbent; Clerk Iverson will take care of this. 
Zoning - Old Business/New Business:  Administrator Howard Otis is recovering from knee surgery at home.  A dish garden planting was provided.  The Zoning Board did not meet today.  A letter of request was received from Robert Brand for the field access to be used by Featherstone Farms.  Otis spoke to Zoning Board member Loerch about getting the application submitted.  Otis said it should meet driveway specifications and be approved by Maintenance Supervisor Thieret.  Rushford Village will not be responsible for any costs.  No permits were issued. 
Thieret again reported no change in the South Rushford sewer progress identifying I&I.  Other work included: Ditch cleaning, Bank Improvement, Slide repair on Airport Rd, and the Septic pumping should occur the week of November 30th or soon thereafter.
Clerk - Communications: 
Keys update: Theiret is making keys for remaining Council members Ekern and Atkinson. Iverson will request return of keys kept by non-Council members.  All agreed to replace the community center keys as well.  Flood documents, Iverson had contacted Ron Ziegler and with advice from Attorney Manion, the Council directed that documents be amended for the 17 year repayment term  according to the policy vs 17.5, with corrections as needed.
Siren System through Fillmore County: Deb Teske sent an e-mail stating that $17,000 in grant funds are available for Rushford Village with CRV paying for installation.  Other area cities/townships will receive
similar amounts. Secure office files for confidential information were discussed: Confidentiality agreements that were required for census information and employee files. 
The Rural Water Association asked for a letter(s) of support to legislators for RWA benefits to Cities.  So far no response was received after talking with Tri-Co Publishing about the Smart Shopping locally promotion for businesses.  Judy Graham attended the November 12th Whitewater River Watershed Project. She reported some information relevant to the Rush Creek Watershed area. Graham and  Iverson will attend the December 10th  CTAS Training in St. Paul.  The upgrade to be released by the end of the year will be introduced.
The next regular meeting is Tuesday, December 15th, 2009, 7:00 p.m.  The Annual meeting will be January 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m. on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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