City of Rushford Village Council Meeting September 1, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The special meeting of August 26, 2009 was continued to August 31, 2009 for the Southeastern Minnesota League of Minnesota Municipalities quarterly meeting in Spring Grove which was attended by Mayor Gordon Johnson, Dale Schwanke and Roger Ekern.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. on motion by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke, and carried unanimously.
The September 1, 2009 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson.  Council members present: Dale Schwanke, Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, and Elizabeth Atkinson.  Also present: City Attorney Thomas Manion, Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  
The Agenda was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with additions of: 1) Mayor Johnson’s notes on outdoor wood burning, 2) rock price for residents, and, 3) Vogen Road vs. School Section.  There were no Citizens or Others Present.
Minutes of August 18th and 26th, 2009 were approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.

Claims List was presented for September 2009 payments projected, with some estimates, to be $18,941.29.  The Claims List was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  Regarding Howard Otis’ second chloride treatment, Rushford Village put rock over the top so Council consensus was to pay for repeating the chloride as needed.  The WHKS bill for review of the Cranley driveway engineering report was to be paid and then billed to Ruth Cranley pursuant to the original agreement.
Checking account All Funds balance as of August 31, 2009 was $20,026.66.  Clerk Iverson noted receipts of $157,247.26 expected yet in 2009 per the 2010 budget draft.
Greenslade Appeal: Mayor Johnson reported that Attorney Jason Kuboushek’s senior attorney will attend the September hearing on behalf of Rushford Village.  The appeal now includes the award of damages, engineering and attorney fees.  
Cooperative Way: August 2008 was the original completion date.  The contractor, Fitzgerald, was here and then had a machine breakdown but is expected to return.  Rushford Village was copied on a claim request from a subcontractor to the bond company for nonpayment.
WHKS: A meeting is planned for September 8, 2009 with Rick Engstrom regarding invoices unpaid on projects.  Kevin Graves is expected at the September 15, 2009 meeting for the Basin Water report.
Stensgard Request for Rushford Sewer/water: Overland said Stensgard is still waiting for a plumber’s report on his septic system.  
Zoning - Old Business - Outdoor Burning Ordinance:  Howard Otis had met with the Zoning Board and consensus was that the ordinance is pretty good but made some changes.  Mayor Johnson presented some written follow-up comments including a tag system for new stoves, a good neighbor rule vs. grandfathering for old stoves, and a process for violations.  Noted: a permit is required and the fine is double the permit cost if a permit is not obtained in advance; a balance is needed between rural and urban density. The moratorium on additional stoves that was set four months ago expires October 2, 2009.  A public hearing on the Outdoor Burning Ordinance was set for Tuesday, September 22, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. on motion by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
Shawn Mrozek: Otis met with Mrozek on site and learned she has no easement or agreement for her driveway.

Zoning - New Business:  Otis reported on a request by Norman’s Electric to remove an old corn crib and add onto their big shed, and include redirecting water run-off.
Thieret reported the following via staff: no change regarding South Rushford sewer progress, Identifying I&I, the Pump replacement behind Brown’s Tire Service, and Tower Ridge Road, for which he is waiting for the carrots (Featherstone Farms) to be removed to have a place for the fill to be generated.
Rock price for Residents:  The Council advised that residents should call Bruening Rock Products directly and that hauling by Thieret would be only as a last resort.
Vogen Road in Rushford Village to School Section Road in Winona County:  Some clarification is needed for the requested name change.
Clerk - Preliminary Budget Discussion:  New taxes are expected from Tri-County Electric and some new homes.  Some clarification will be requested.  September 15th is the deadline to set the Proposed Levy, December 1st is designated for discussion, opportunity for 
the  public to speak, and to determine the final budget and levy. Investments /CD renewals were referred to Dale Schwanke for renewals at the best rates. 
Communications: Brenda Ziebell, Red Cross in Rochester, e-mailed re: H1N1 preparedness; Deb Teske, Fillmore County Emergency Management, re: HazCollect Standard Operating Guidelines.  Featherstone Farms offered tickets for their September 19th Appreciation; the Annual Fire Dept Mill Rate Dinner is October 3rd, 6:30 pm; Fall Clean-up Day is Saturday, Oct 17th, 8am-Noon.  A meeting on home-based businesses in the Cities was referred to Schwanke.
NIMS 400 Training is scheduled at Rushford Village Community Center on October 28th and November 4th, 2009 as arranged by Ambulance Director Julie Ziebell with Deb Teske, Fillmore County Emergency Management Director. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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