CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2010 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The February 22, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:08 p.m. Council members present: Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson (7:26 pm), Dale Schwanke. Absent: Dennis Overland. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works-Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously. 
MINUTES of the February 9, 2010 Regular Meeting were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: Rodney Thompson discussed a revised back-up service and equipment quote. Schwanke explained that we are looking at what options we have to be most efficient and cost effective and to reduce future costs. A preliminary quote was also received from Corey Mattson.
Jack Hedin was present regarding the following.
1. The renewal of the Featherstone Fruits and Vegetables land lease for 3.5 acres: Hedin said it is good soil and was certifiable organic from the get-go. Ekern said he likes the way the land is being used and is in favor of organic farming.  Atkinson said she has only heard positive things, that people like having it here and being able to get produce here.  After discussion and the possibility of a longer term lease, a motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously to renew the lease at the same cost of $200 per acre for one year, with October 15th to be the automatic renewal date unless a notice to terminate the lease is given in writing by either party to the other, at least twenty (20) days prior to October 15th.
2. Housing for workers – Hedin had spoken with Otis: Some workers are living in Rushford but they prefer a country setting and there is extra cost for transportation for which Hedin provides a van.  Hedin requested consideration for some type of 3-season housing for employees near their worksite, something Hedin had previously said he would not ask for.  Otis said allowing mobile homes as conditional use might work.  Mayor Johnson said there are currently more questions than answers and it would take time, more than this calendar year.  As other options, Ekern and Schwanke brought up the trailer court by Hammells, with only two units now and in walking or biking distance, and the Windswept Inn which is primarily used by Hunters.  Attorney Manion suggested thinking this through very carefully as to whether there is something going on in the area that would make this make sense.
3. Putting in a waterline for irrigation of the Brand farm property being leased for additional cropland:  Hedin proposed a temporary line installed at Featherstone’s cost, starting in the City Park Road ditch above ground and then going under Cooperative Way. With telephone and electric utilities in the west right of way, Thieret said the line would probably have to come back to the surface in the Brand property. Hedin said they have a 5 year rental agreement with Brands and would agree to remove the line and restore the land where installed on a 5 year plan if terminated. Discussion of the Council reached consensus to get a copy of Hedin’s proposal and consult the WHKS City Engineers as to whether a temporary or permanent solution should be considered.  Thieret said the 6” poly line proposed would not hurt Cooperative Way or bother in the future but it should be buried all the way.
KONETCHY ROAD – 16 ft recorded easement vs public road of 66 feet: Thieret said he has maintained the road for 30 years. Whether platted or not, Attorney Manion said, after maintained six years it becomes a public road for the width maintained.  After annexation, no matter who owns it, it remains a public road until/unless lawfully vacated.  The easement was thought to be between property owners but it became public after being maintained.  It was noted that the Rushford Village road that had begun at the Kjos driveway, intersected with Konetchy Road, and had previously run to the City reservoir/water tower. A letter will be written to Mrs. Konetchy regarding this discussion.  Thieret is to continue the maintenance of Konetchy Road until the situation is resolved.
WATER TOWER CLEANING OFFER: Thieret said the tank does not need cleaning now and would have to be emptied.  As cleaning is usually done every 5-6 years, he suggested asking whether this free cleaning to get the pictures promised could be used for the next cleaning or applied as a discount.  A letter will be written with this request.
OTHER:  Thieret will do the gutters when it gets warmer.  With the economy, he thought the old sander may be needed again for the big truck, especially if we go back to one truck.

WARNING SYSTEM SIREN and accessory equipment was delivered February 15th and 16th.  Mayor Johnson informed Ready Watt Electric of their approval for installation with the other five cities.
BAKKUM: Recent letters to and from Attorney Manion were discussed.  The CRV engineers identified things to finish before accepting the road.  Ekern stated again that the drainage is a developer issue.  Schwanke said (council members) met with Jim Norstad, that he did some things (to improve storm water retention) and Thieret made improvements also to redirect water runoff to go down the center of the addition.  CRV had also offered Mr. Bakkum free fill material to correct prior erosion damage to his farm field but the offer was refused.  No action was advised.
RADIUM OPTION - WATER PURCHASE from City of Rushford: Engineer Mike Davy said something has to be decided by April.  A letter drafted by Schwanke to the City was approved by consensus, addressing the water purchase, other open issues, and requesting a joint meeting of the Councils as soon as possible. 
WALZ LETTER: a review of all CRV FEMA projects was mailed February 12, 2010.  WHKS Engineer Kevin Graves said the $41,186.58 amendment offered by FEMA was to put drainage tile (trench drain) on the inside of the Tower Ridge Road retaining wall, something requested several months ago.  
WALZ APPROPRIATION Project Request (due February 19, 2010):  Thieret identified two bridges. Iverson said the application required more detail than we currently have and a statement of eligibility from the department that would include the appropriation. A similar invitation was received from Senator Franken with similar requirements.  Incomplete requests would be thrown out and could hurt future chances for funding.
FINANCIAL – Preliminary Projected February Claims: $30,695.86; INVESTMENT renewal pending March 10th for a Water CD at Rushford State Bank which was $13,039.36 at last renewal. A motion was made by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to accept the financial report with preliminary claims as presented and authorize the CD renewal. RECEIPT handling by Clerk and Treasurer was shared regarding triplicate copies per the State Auditor’s office and a log discussed with our local auditor as was done in previous years by the Treasurer when the Clerk was making deposits.

ORDINANCE #9 - COUNCIL RATES:  A public hearing is pending if needed with other issues. 



ROCK BIDS will be advertized for opening March 23rd; vendors will receive a notice as well.
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: The LMCIT Workers’ Compensation auditor said all independent contractors need to provide evidence of Workers’ Compensation.  Council member Overland is checking on a possible waiver when there are no employees.  The Fire Department Mill Rate meeting is March 22nd.  Other dates were reviewed as listed.
The Next Regular Meetings will be at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, March 9th and 22nd, 2010.  Due to recurring conflicts with the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, a motion was made by Ekern, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously to return regular meetings to the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays starting with April 6th and 20th, 2010.  The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
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