City of Rushford Village Council Meeting December 15, 2009

Pledge to Flag

The December 15, 2009 regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Gordon Johnson. Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Attorney Thomas Manion and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC – Southeast Consultants.  Howard Otis attended the Zoning meeting today but is still recovering from surgery.
Agenda was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously with the addition of a request from Jason Fitzgerald to re-issue the check lost for work on Coop Way.
Minutes of December 1, 2009 were approved with corrections on motion by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.  The minutes to be reprinted and signed on January 5, 2010.
Citizens or Others Present:  Andy Gayhart was present for Harters Trash & Recycling, Inc. regarding the cancellation of garbage pickup due to heavy snow last Wednesday.  At the time the contract was awarded to Harters, Gayhart had understood that a week could be skipped under such heavy snow conditions.  The Mayor and Council members did not share this understanding and it was not recorded in the minutes nor included in the contract.  Gayhart said he would be sending an extra truck this week to handle the held-over garbage so would not realize much savings.  A billing adjustment was discussed with the understanding that the dumping fees should be covered.  By Council consensus, the adjustment may be made at the time of the 2010 Spring or Fall clean-up.  
The Council acknowledged that there may be areas not passable the next day after a heavy snow storm and Gayhart said scheduling a pick-up on Friday would work best for Harters.  A clarification will be included in the January newsletter regarding the Friday pickup after a heavy snow and next day pick-up after Holidays as has been in effect.
Gayhart also mentioned that some residents regularly have extra garbage that does not fit in the totes.  He said Harters contract bid was based on 65 gallon totes.  Schwanke suggested having the driver note where extra garbage is regularly put out.  A notice will also be included in the newsletter that garbage should be contained in the tote and if a larger tote is needed people should contact the Rushford Village Office.  Waste Management had called to request a copy of the contract with Harters.  Clerk Iverson was directed to provide a copy as requested as this is public information.
Council / Attorney Updates:  Jason Fitzgerald had called Mayor Johnson, saying that he had lost the $20,000 two-party check issued to Fitzgerald and Pember Companies. By consensus, the Council directed that the check be cancelled and re-issued.  The $12.00 stop payment fee may be deducted from a future payment.  Fitzgerald was okay with and preferred a two-party check.
Greenslade Appeal:  A copy of Judge Fabian’s ruling in favor of Rushford Village was received from Attorney Jason Kuboushek.  An additional appeal could be filed before the ruling is final.
WHKS December 8th letter clarifying their role with Cooperative Way:  After discussion, a  motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, asking Attorney Manion to draft a letter in response.
Radium Compliance:  Engineer Mike Davy had provided a comparison of alternatives which included the options provided by the City of Rushford.  Overland asked whether this will be a cost on top of existing water costs.  Schwanke explained that the costs will depend on whether there is a total replacement or some blend with the City water, but either way there will be additional cost.  The consensus was to wait until the new year for further negotiations. 
Rural Alert Grant for Sirens: Mayor Johnson and Council Member Overland attended a meeting in Preston; Overland also represented the Fire Department.  The Rushford Village site will be next to the lift station where we have the power that is needed and a quote was requested for the electrical.  All bills are to be submitted to Fillmore County for reimbursement up to $17,000.  There was also discussion about the County Emergency Management position after Deb Teske leaves for a similar position at the Mayo Clinic.  Teske’s position also included Veterans’ Affairs.  Overland said Emergency Management needs to be a full-time position.  Monitoring the existing equipment and communications with cities on the status of storms is critical to preparedness as storms move east.  On motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, Clerk Iverson and Attorney Manion were authorized to write a letter to the Fillmore County Commissioners asking that they consider enhancing the Emergency Management position.
Zoning - Old Business/ New Business:  Administrator Howard Otis called to report on the Zoning meeting today.  He said Robert Brand refused to sign the Zoning permit prepared for the field access to be used by Featherstone Farms. Otis had said it should meet driveway specifications and be approved by Maintenance Supervisor Thieret.  Attorney Manion asked what controls are there without a permit, e.g., to assure proper drainage, a culvert if needed, and other conditions?  Follow-up is planned.  Otis said Zoning Board Member Erickson is working on permits for a pole barn for David Hundorf and a garage for Eldon Jonsgaard. 
Thieret again reported no change in the South Rushford sewer progress identifying I&I.  The septic system was pumped December 7, 2009.  Thieret and Schwanke have now been busy plowing snow.  
Financial - Checking Account All Funds Balance as of November 30, 2009 was $38,485.64.  No additional unallotment of state aid will be made in December 2009.  General Fund CD #60572 for $15,460.99 matures December 16, 2009.  Renewal again for 12 months was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously, if the funds are not needed at this time.
Clerk - Communications: John Meltz claim filed for mower damage: a LMC Claims Adjuster met with Thieret who said he did not damage the mower.  CTAS Training, December 10th, attended by Treasurer Graham and Clerk Iverson: three back-up copies are recommended by the State Auditor; flash drives and a remote back-up service were discussed and Council members voiced a preference for both.  By consensus, two flash drives were authorized and Digi-River will be invited to the January 5, 2010 meeting to present the remote back-up option that Overland is currently using.
The State Fire Marshall was consulted regarding the Community Center room capacity.  Iverson will submit dimensions for the capacity determination.  Pember Companies asked to meet with the Council on January 19, 2010 with WHKS Engineering also represented.  Other communications were shared and the meeting adjourned at 9:24 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  The next regular meeting is the Annual meeting on Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.    
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