City of Rushford Village Council Meeting March 17, 2009 

Pledge to Flag
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor, Gordon Johnson, Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke, Liz Atkinson, and Howard Otis – Zoning Administrator and Judy Graham – Clerk.
Citizens Present: Attorney Tom Manion, Kevin Graves of WHKS, Ruth Cranley, Jon Peterson, Mike Peterson of Hi-Tech, 
The agenda was approved with a motion by, Atkinson 2nd by Schwanke carried.  
The minutes of 3-3-09 were approved as read on a motion by Atkinson 2nd by Ekern carried.
· Graham announced that the new trash pick up day would be Wednesday after the 1st of May.  Further information will be in the April news letter.

· Assessments for Bruihler subdivision raised a question as to how many may want to participate and Manion questioned reason for the process.  Manion shared with the council that this may set a precedent and should not be extended. The question came up on the size of the cul-de-sac; the plat did not show footage of 60 feet from the center would be hard surface.
· Graham shared that all the changes the Council asked for in the Basin Water MOU have been accepted by Basin Water signed by their representatives. Discussion followed on the possibility of building the addition to the well house for this project using savings of the water district rather than trying to finance the whole project to keep the monthly use fee down.  The Council and Thieret are all willing to assist in this project to help reduce the total amount that will be financed.  Also local financing will be investigated for an additional savings.  Stimulus funding is not going to give our water district much if any real savings. Graham will check with Rural Water for grant / financing.
· Manion continued with information on Green Acres and the assessments on Brand property regarding the protection of undeveloped farm land and the deferment by the Village for the Cooperative Way assessment. Chapter 429 of state statute would be a maximum of 30 years.  As it stands now the assessment was reduced to only 40 acres of the farm abutting Cooperative Way and being part of the Mixed Use area industrial park. Manion stressed the fact that the Village is trying to make this as flexible as possible triggering the assessment only upon development or sale of land.
· Thieret suggested the purchase of a new dialer for the lift station, (notify multiple sources for help when a problem exists). Council asked Thieret to secure quotes as soon as possible.

· As for the discussion on the needed repairs to Aspen requested by local farmers and school bus driver,Thieret reported a maximum estimate of $25,000 to level and straighten.  This area will be on the Spring Road Tour April 14th at 5:30 p.m..

· The South Rushford water ditch pumps will be ready for use soon, Thieret will be sure to have Schwanke with him during final installation.

· Thieret also reported closing Tower Ridge Road due to the loose soupy surface on the slope near County 25 South.  He will check daily until the frost is out and it firms up; however the closing is necessary to keep vehicles from sinking and causing additional damage to the road bed as well as their vehicles. Rock will be applied when the frost is gone.   Graham will notify the Sheriff’s Department as well.  
· Peterson requested a change made to Himlie LN; it is narrow and in bad need of rock.  Thieret assured Peterson it would be on the road tour list if not fixed prior to.
· WHKS presented a request for change order #1 for Tower Ridge amounting to a credit of $18,474.20 due to trench drain elimination and quantity of materials.  Motion by Schwanke 2nd by Ekern to accept this change and forward to FEMA as soon as possible.  Carried. Further discussion on the 5th draw for the project by Fraser of $33,738.11 for all the work less the 5% retainage was passed on a motion by Schwanke 2nd by Atkinson. Carried. Graham will submit to FEMA for reimbursement.
· Graves also reported on Cooperative Way repair samples saying there was no information indicating poor concrete and have not come up with a repair solution as yet.  Johnson reminded WHKS this is now on their dime, it will be right. As for the incomplete punch list WHKS has contacted Fitzgerald to address as soon as weather permits and repairs can be made. April 7th review of progress.
· It was brought to the attention of the Council that the State of MN has $158,000,000 on hand for the FEMA projects and it is very frustrating that Rushford Village is currently $113,000 short in funds forwarded to our bank thus causing us to sell investments and float payments to contractors.  Graham will make additional contact with the State of MN to try to get these funds released to us.

· Cranley asked when the engineer would be examining her map of the access drive in regards to the slope however this would be done after the access is finished and the variance hearing is over.  Fillmore County has not responded as yet, however they will be giving approval or not to the access in the right of way of the County Road.  Mitigation is possible on issues such as turn outs and guard rails. Hi –Tech reported there had not been any work done on the access for quite some therefore needing rock, grass and some cleaning out.  Cranley asked if there may be some questions for the hearing she should prepare for.  She will make contact prior to.  Schwanke expressed the concern of the Council about the safety of the access and future liability. Graham will contact Fillmore County Engineer for an update and opinion. Cranley will bring county permit to hearing. Manion added this is strictly a local discussion.
· Letter received today from Murland Ellefson to return to him the previous funds paid to the Sewer District on a piece of property by the Lokens at their request because he cannot build on this property due to minimum access.  This would have to come from the protected funds of the Public Finance Authority of MN. Any future owner wishing to develop would have to pay full backup fee if there is an attachment available at that time.
· Schwanke, Overland and Graham will continue with Mattson on the purchase of a new compatible lap top to replace the current Dell which can now only be used with the docking station.
· Due to the last Tri-County Record remarks assuming Rushford Village is costing the Rushford sewer plant extra expense, contact has been made with Davy Engineering to meet with us and explain this issue with hopes the 2 cities may meet and understand the real issue. 
Motion by Schwanke to continue this meeting to Wednesday March 18, 2009 at 6:00 P.M. to finish discussion on the sewer plant with Davy Engineering, 2nd by Ekern carried. 10:14 P.M.

Meeting of March 18, 2009  6:00 P.M.
Members present:  Gordon Johnson, Liz Atkinson, Roger Ekern, Dale Schwanke, Judy Graham, Dennis Overland, Robert Thieret, and Guest Jim Kochie

Kochie explained the reason for the test results and the intent of the original plant to handle just this type of results.  The fact that there is always approximately 2300 gallons in the pipe line and this over about 6 times each day or approximately ½ of what the design was intended to handle.  Additional water would be needed to flush more often and was to be supplied by the excess infiltration from the City of Rushford and the reason for not demanding the sampling.  Kochie agreed to meet with the current City Councils jointly if Johnson will arrange with Rushford to meet possibly April 23rd or 30th.  Johnson will take a request to the Rushford Council meeting on Monday March 23rd and Graham will contact Kochie with reply.  Rushford Village will cover the cost of meeting with Kochie.
Motion by Schwanke 2nd by Overland to adjourn carried. 7:30 P.M. 
