
CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)

MINUTES OF APRIL 5, 2011 – REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
[as corrected 04-05-2011]
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag                  

The April 5, 2011 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Dale Schwanke at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Hamilton Petersen, Gordon Johnson.  Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works-Maintenance Director Robert Thieret (8:20 p.m.), Attorney Thomas Manion, Clerk Joyce Iverson, Community Economic Development Associates (CEDA).  

AGENDA was approved as written on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  MINUTES were approved for the March 15, 2011 Regular Meeting on motion by Johnson, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  

CITIZENS / OTHERS PRESENT: A local licensed waste water treatment operator has offered to help with his portable sampler to determine why the BOD’s and TSS measurements have been climbing.  He would start with the lift station and send the samples to the lab he uses.  He knows of no city that is billing on the BOD-TSS basis vs. flow.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously to have the licensed WWT operator work with Robert Thieret on the additional sampling as proposed.  Mayor Schwanke said there is a ways to go on the waste water treatment contract and that we are working to make sure the contract is fair to both parties. He also mentioned the need to implement a phosphate control plan.
Harold Naber, Trailside Campground, was in communication with Dan Uhl, Davy Engineering, and has made some adjustments.  The new plan has 48 units vs. 49 as originally proposed.  Naber had also applied for a land alteration permit for some clearing and to put in the driveway – he will work on the culvert installation with Thieret.  He said he may have the State plumbing approval in two weeks. Randy Eaton is to do the work on the stormwater pond.  Based on recent stormwater workshops attended, Schwanke said a three-year guarantee is advised to assure that the pond will work and meet stormwater regulations.  Naber said the soil is such that the water won’t sit long so there will be little or no run-off.  He looked at the Tri-County Electric (TEC) system where there is a lot of vegetation.  He sent the original plan to the MPCA and asked if they are good to go if the MPCA approves.  
Naber said he has trouble understanding why the City of Rushford Village (CRV) needs to have its engineer review everything when the governing authority has given approval, e.g., Fillmore County and the State.  Mayor Schwanke and Johnson explained that this is the process due to problems in the past that resulted in added costs being paid by the taxpayers.  As part of the permit process and fees, these costs are to be paid by the developer.  Naber asked if Davy will also be doing inspections and Schwanke said they will inspect as much as we want them to.  Naber sees this as a time and cost factor.  Re: Stormwater, Naber said Davy saw a problem with no outlet.  Naber said the pond is double the size and in heavy rains will overflow as it does now.  There are two culverts under the bike trail and one under the highway, but there is no evidence of overflow ever going under the highway.  He said he likes the TEC system where there is no outlet and a natural grade vs. designed overflow.  Naber said overall elevation is eight feet, maximum slope is only 1% and the average is .7% - it would have to rain two inches per hour (to be a problem).  Clerk Iverson shared a draft letter to accompany the campground permit and variance application forms being sent to the State.
ROAD / PUBLIC WORKS:  Thieret said the 1994 Ford Truck radiator has been repaired and repair costs are increasing.  Council consensus was that a truck of this size with 4-wheel drive is needed for plowing the residential areas in a timely manner as it’s difficult to turn around with the large Freightliner truck.  Mayor Schwanke and Thieret have started looking for a replacement.  Johnson suggested an adjustable plow on a 450 Ford or 650 Chevy.  

Cooperative Way was discussed regarding additional cracks, feathering, and chipping out that were viewed by Johnson since winter thawing has started. He also suggested that for safety, a parking area should be provided on the Cooperative Way right-of-way east and north of the Root River Trail so trail users are not parking on the road. County Line Road: Thieret said it has always been a problem.  Johnson suggested MNDot pavement grindings as used in the past, e.g., from 2011 projects scheduled on Highway 43 North and Highway 16 East. Thieret said grading helps but potholes reappear as soon as it rains; cutting out the potholes is needed.  There is a lot more traffic due to the subdivision, milk trucks, etc.  Thieret will check on signing the access from Highway 30 to City Park Road which is not a public road.
Clerk Iverson called Bruening Rock Products, Inc and they confirmed that citizens can order rock for the Rushford Village price, when delivered at the same time as delivery on Rushford Village roads.  No word was received yet on the “Picture it Painted” grant application.  The Road Tour was tentatively scheduled for April 26th at 6:00 p.m. if that fits Thieret’s schedule (with Semcac bus).
ZONING BOARD:  Howard Otis said a moratorium on new subdivisions is recommended by the Zoning Board for six months or until changes to the Subdivision Ordinance can be completed.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously to approve Resolution # 2011-04-05 authorizing the moratorium for six months and the published notice as required.  The Zoning Board is also recommending adoption of the Fillmore County Wind Turbines Ordinance, following review of the County Ordinance by the Zoning Board and Council, and a public hearing as needed. 
COUNCIL DISCUSSION/UPDATES:  Test Well: Davy Engineering is working with the DNR regarding purchase of the test well site but it’s a very slow process. Access easements: One of the adjacent owners called about work done to improve the access last fall, expecting restoration.  Thieret said he did talk with the adjacent landowners.  Attorney Manion stated that access to the reservoir and allowing maintenance is the purpose of the easement which is ten feet from each property owner for a width of twenty feet. Thieret said the access should be improved more if another well is to be located there.  Thieret will talk to the owners again before additional improvements.
MIF Flood Loan Terms memorandum is still waiting for a letter for Exhibit B. In a recent e-mail, an annual reminder was requested for the annual jobs report.  Water Rates:  In anticipation of additional costs expected to address the radium level issue, whether a new well or purchase from the City of Rushford, a motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously to raise the South Rushford Municipal water rate by $1.00 per 1,000 gallon unit, from $4.50 to $5.50, which will increase the minimum of three units from $13.50 to $16.50 per month.
Animal Control:  Robert P. Brand had called on April 5th regarding a small male Chiwawa that was picked up in Rushford Village on Fillmore County 25 at Desoto Road on Saturday, April 2nd, by a nearby resident.  When unable to find the owner, the resident called Brand who picked it up from them. It was running with a female that came to the resident’s house later.  Brand was told both dogs were part of a litter in Peterson but the Peterson resident denied ownership when he inquired.  Brand suggested the male be advertised by Rushford Village and he would speak to the Peterson City Clerk about the other dog.  The Council accepted this as fair.  In addition, owners did not pick up the last two dogs for which a notice was published.  The Council consensus was that Rushford Village should pay Brand for the $3.00 per day boarding fee when a dog(s) is/are not picked up and paid for by the owner.
FINANCIAL – March 31, 2011 Balances are pending the 2010 following the audit report; Projected preliminary April Claims: $22,221.60; INVESTMENTS: Marine Credit Union non-PFA Sewer Fund CD matures 04-16-11 at $60,291.97.  Iverson also suggested writing a letter to the MCU voicing our disappointment with the 2010 year-end confusion on account balances and year-end confirmation reports received by Auditor Lisa Hanesworth, Engelson and Associates, Ltd. The financials were accepted as reported and the letter was authorized on motion by Overland seconded by Petersen and carried unanimously.  Copies of the completed 2010 audit were given to the Council to review for the April 19th regular meeting.  FEMA final report and final payment request is still pending a response from FEMA staff on what is needed.  A Post Prom donation was considered not something to be paid out of taxpayer funds.
OTHER: Meetings noted included: April 18-21, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.: Board of Appeal at Fillmore County Assessor’s Office, Preston; April 19th, LMCIT Loss Control on Zoning, Rochester; next Tri-City Planning Subcommittee on April 27th, 6:30 p.m.; April 8th 7 Rivers Alliance Annual Meeting, MSC-SETech, Winona; April 28th, 10:00 a.m., CEDA Annual Meeting, Bridges Golf Course, Winona.
Tri-County Publishing reporter Ron Witt called regarding a 2010 Census report in the Rochester Post Bulletin: Rushford Village increased by 93(714-807); Rushford increased by 35; Peterson is down 70.

Dennis Overland had directed Iverson to pay the April 2011 Health Insurance Renewal for Robert and Nancy Thieret as invoiced with a discussion of the HSA (add on when there is a high deductible) to follow at a later date.
Next CRV Regular meetings are 7:00 p.m., April 19th & May 3rd, 2011.  At 10:01 p.m., the meeting was adjourned on motion by Johnson, seconded by Overland and carried unanimously.
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