CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 2010 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag

The February 9, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Absent: Dennis Overland. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Attorney Thomas Manion, and Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Ekern, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously. Mayor Johnson said if we have a specific project there are funds to apply for with Congressman Walz FY2011 Appropriations Project Request Form.
MINUTES of the January 19, 2010 Regular Meeting and Annual Meeting were approved as written on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.  
CITIZENS/GUESTS: Engineer Dave Morrill, McGhie and Betz was present to provide information about the package sewer plant recently installed in the City of Fountain.  Mayor Johnson welcomed Mr. Morrill and explained the request for information was based on the possibility of having to consider other sewer alternatives. He said Mike Davy, Davy Engineering had designed the current South Rushford sewer collection system and connection with the City of Rushford under a 20 year contract that started in 1996.  There are also radium issues that require treatment.
Morrill said that a few years ago Fountain had been awarded a Federal grant for collection but ground water concerns and the permitting process prevented anything from happening.  To look at their options and also the need for funding, a facilities plan was authorized to look at three options: expanding the drain field which also requires some treatment, a lagoon system, and a package plant with some direct discharge.  For flows of less than 100,000 gallons per day (gpd), it was determined to be more cost effective to go with a pre-engineered mechanical package plant. He said the State provides the discharge standards and the City chooses the location which in Fountain is toward the drain field and stream.  From a rate of 30-35 gpd they projected 60 gpd for additional residential and business growth.
They did an RFP and received six proposals.  These were reduced to the four that could work.  Two were activated sludge, one was a membrane system as used in Europe, and one was a sequential batch reactor.  An activated sludge plant was selected, plans and specifications were prepared, the project was bid in June 2009, and awarded to Olympic Builders, La Crosse, WI.  By then the state standards had tightened which increased the costs: plant at $602,000 plus installation was $1.3 million.  They now have a dual system with 8” mains for connection to the new system, while the old septic systems remain, connected to the community drain field with smaller diameter pipes. Valley Design, the major industry contributed to the plant’s affordability. 
The plant, housed in a 94’x 45’ building, went on line January 12, 2010. The process requires a Class B License so they are contracting with Chatfield for oversight.  No chemicals are added but something may be needed to keep the nitrates <10.  A couple of mediums need to be replaced periodically.  Ultra violet is used for effluent.  The funding started with Rural Development and PFA, with $240,000 in stimulus funds.  Paying for it is three-ways to be fair: 1/3 assessments and connection fees, 1/3 from increased levy, and 1/3 from increased sewer rates.  The project took 3-4 years from start to completion.  Mayor Johnson thanked Morrill for coming and asked him to keep in touch with Mike Davy.
WARNING SYSTEM SIREN: The two-way digital siren was ordered as discussed by the Council and directed by Mayor Johnson.  Although members expressed the preference to hire locally, after further discussion, a motion was made by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to approve installation by Ready Watt Electric as ordered by the other five cities and includes a two-year warranty.  The proposed site is at the lift station. Status of ownership or easement is to be clarified.
REMOTE-BACK-UP Service/Equipment: The Digital River quote was considered high and concerns were expressed about response time.  The Council consensus was to get another quote for comparison.  
WALZ LETTER: Engineer Graves, WHKS, learned that the FEMA letter received was not in response to our Tower Ridge Road letter. The Walz letter was changed to ask for a review of all CRV FEMA projects, and will include an invitation for Walz’ staff to do a site visit of the projects. 
WALZ APPROPRIATION Project Request (due February 19, 2010):  Iverson was asked to consult with Bob Thieret regarding bridges.  Noted: All questions need to be answered for project requests.
OPEN MEETING LAW re: Electronic Communications was discussed as limited to providing information but not for discussion or decisions which must occur at an open meeting.
ATTORNEY LETTERS – Bakkum:  Ekern said this should be a matter between Bakkum and Norstad, that the City of Rushford Village accepted the subdivision road, but not the water problem. Mayor Johnson said it has not been a problem since the flood, that we had offered to assist and Norstad had offered material.  Otis had observed no problem during a heavy rain last fall, but just a trickle from one culvert and the other one was grassed in.  He did see water between the rows in the field.  Re: Greenslade: Judge Fabian was hearing the case today.
RADIUM COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES, including purchase of water from City of Rushford: Schwanke will speak again with Rushford City Administrator Block.     

FINANCIAL – Preliminary Projected February Claims: 
$20,558.00_    

NOW ACCOUNT – Balance January 31, 2010:

$85,856.94_  



 
INVESTMENTS – Renewal Pending on February 14th, MCU-PFA. It was $10,498.28 at last renewal. A motion was made by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to accept the financial report with preliminary claims as presented and authorize the CD renewal.     
ORDINANCE #9: COUNCIL RATES:  Clerk Iverson suggested the Ordinance, amended with new Council rates of pay should include all sections and asked about having a public hearing.  Consensus was to hold a public hearing with the Zoning changes being discussed by the Zoning Board. 



PAY RATES & FEES: Iverson had questions regarding changing fees for new water and Sewer connections and will clarify with Judy Graham.  The $28 monthly increase was intended to be constant.
ROCK BIDS will be advertized for opening as soon as possible in March or April. 
OTIS – OLD BUSINESS: The February 2nd Zoning Board meeting was attended by Howard Otis and Bruce Hovland who met again with Vern Bunke about access and developing his property. Cemetery responsibility was questioned.  Konetchy Road status is in question, whether it’s a road or an easement.
THIERET – Public Works and Maintenance Issues: Materials were estimated at $167.00 +tax for the office building front and drive-through gutters. In 2010, MNDot is working on State Hwy 43 from Mabel to Hwy 16 and the Houston County Line. 
OTHER UPDATES / Meetings / Clerk / Communications: Mayor Johnson commented on the January 27th SEMLM Annual Meeting at the International Event Center, Rochester Airport. Overland and Iverson also attended.  A League of MN Cities Insurance Trust Representative spoke about safety training made easier and less expensive by training groups with other cities.  The LMCIT is providing some funding.  Resolutions for legislative consideration were also discussed and approved.
Engelson & Associates Auditor Leah Petroske will be here tomorrow, February 10th and a LMCIT Workers Compensation Auditor will be here February 16th.  Other meetings were noted: in St. Cloud, March 1-4: MN Rural Water Annual Conference and March 16-19 Clerks-Finance Officers Conference; April 22nd LMCIT Loss Control Sessions, Rochester; and April 19-22, 2010 Board of Equalization meetings at the County Assessor’s Office, Preston, which include Rushford Village for this year.
The Next Regular Meeting was changed to Monday, February 22, 2010, 7:00 p.m., to accommodate Ekern’s regular quarterly Fillmore County Water meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m. on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
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