CITY OF RUSHFORD VILLAGE (CRV)
MINUTES OF JULY 6, 2010 - REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
Pledge to the Flag     
The July 6, 2010 Regular Meeting was called to order by Mayor Gordon Johnson at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present: Dennis Overland, Roger Ekern, Elizabeth Atkinson, Dale Schwanke. Also present: Zoning Administrator Howard Otis, Public Works & Maintenance Supervisor Robert Thieret, Attorney Thomas Manion (7:45), Clerk Joyce Iverson, SEMDC/Southeast Consultants. 
AGENDA was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, with the addition of Animal Control.  
MINUTES were approved for the June 15, 2010 Regular Council meeting as written, on motion by Schwanke, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
CITIZENS/GUESTS: Zoning Board members Bruce Hovland and Darrell Erickson, Jim Norstad, and Rushford City Administrator Winthro Block (7:30 p.m.).
ZONING:  Howard Otis reported that to finish the Zoning Ordinance amendments /revisions, the Zoning Board would like Clerk Iverson to work with them.  Two meetings are planned per month, at 7:00 a.m. on the first and third Tuesdays, the same day as Council meetings.  Otis said the Zoning Board is almost finished with Ordinance #5 Subdivision 1500 and should finish on July 20, 2010.  The process proposed is to work with Iverson on the language and then send it to Attorney Manion. Then we could move toward codification. Council comments included: simplify to remove redundancy, and that County and States regulations apply to shorelands, feedlots, septic systems.

Lee Loerch resigned effective July 1st. Otis said Jim Wasnales is very interested in the City of Rushford Village and expressed interest in being involved.  A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to follow the recommendation and appoint Jim Wasnales to the Zoning Board to replace Lee Loerch.  A “Thank you” will be mailed to Loerch for his years of dedicated service. Two zoning permits were issued: Land Alteration to Otis for sidewalks, Jim Wasnales for a pole barn.
Moratorium: The Zoning Board recommended six (6) months to get through the amendments and determine the best zoning for the area intended but not rezoned as a business mixed use area from north of Highway 30, east to the City limits and south to the Root River. Sections and partial sections were identified to describe the area. A motion was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously, to pass a resolution (#2010-07-06) to follow the Zoning Board recommendation for up to six (6) months and to allow no permits in the described moratorium area during that time.
SEXAUER LAND: Winthro Block was present to inquire about the CRV Council position/opinion about the proposed sale to Rushford City of which the majority is in the City of Rushford Village.  He said Yaggy-Colby did an analysis, the RC Council sent it to the City Planning Commission, and it will go to the City EDA on July 12, 2010.  The CRV Mayor and Council members related that the joint development proposed a few years ago was stopped by access issues and, Schwanke said, a request for $186,000 to access a City street. If the purchase includes the intent to annex, what’s in it for CRV?  Overland suggested that with other issues on the table, maybe there can be negotiations.  Johnson suggested if something is proposed that the CRV be part of it because this subdivision was recommended as a joint project.  Block said they are also looking at a secondary road from the west end.  The buyer of the Holle property was referred to as someone who may have some ideas.
Other pending issues with Rushford City brought up: Stensgards’ proposal for sewer services and access to his property – Block said the City is responsible for providing the service, there’s a process and they will do it.  The school, B&B, ponding needs and other items were discussed.  Block invited someone from the CRV Council to attend the Rushford City Council meeting at 6:30 p.m. on July 12, 2010. 
ZONING (continued): Campground 60 day deadline ends July 9, 2010:  On June 8, 2010, the CRV Council had made a decision to allow the campground subject to conditions and a variance east to Selectus Energy, and a written notice of the decision was provided to the co-applicants.  Iverson expressed concern because no follow-up information has been received from the developer. Attorney Manion said the 60 day rule no longer applies because the City has acted on the permit. Manion agreed a letter to formalize the status is appropriate because the developer must now meet the conditions, and that no permits should be signed or issued until the conditions are met.  

ROADS/OTHER ISSUES: Bob Thieret said he met with a WHKS Engineer on Tower Ridge Road. Thieret told him there has been no weeping out of the wall after a lot of rain.  Thieret said if FEMA insists, there should be inlets on top, but not on the outside.  Ekern Cattle-pass: Thieret said the 6 foot diameter round culvert is collapsing and proposed a 40 foot long (28 feet + 6 foot metal ends) at a cost of about $3000.  An excavator would be needed also at an estimated cost of $2000 ($5000 total).  Thieret said the culvert about 100 feet down the road should be replaced at the same time because the road needs to be closed for a day.  He has the culvert and can install it so there will be no other additional cost.  Thieret will notify Fillmore County Emergency Services and the families to be affected about the closing. On motion by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, Thieret was authorized to get three (3) bids and get the work scheduled.
TRAIL PARKING AREA: Thieret talked with Brian Krambeer about the proposed right-of-way area off of Cooperative way, rather than using the edge of the road.  Krambeer was not in favor of this but said he would talk with his staff.  Some trail users are parking by the Selectus Energy Office.
BRUSH MOWER:  Thieret was approached by Norway Township about sharing because they want to use one for a couple of days. Thieret could use it on all the high roads with so much overgrown. He estimated two (2) days or a half week. He’s using the backhoe now on the worst spots but that is slow.  Cost is $2800 for a 40 (tractor hour) week.  Sharing the Brush Mower for up to one-half week was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.
PARK MOWING QUOTES: 
The goal is better grooming. Schwanke and Ekern had first measured the areas; a quote form was devised and advertised.  Four quotes were received with a range of $90 to $295.  Thieret had just timed his mowing at 1.15 hours vs. 3 hours for just the Park mowing at the CRV Hall.  A decision was delayed so the others quoting could be informed prior to a decision.  Schwanke referenced a University of Minnesota Extension document regarding costs of equipment and operator to compare the quotes with owning the equipment, i.e., less hours of use = more costly to own.
ANIMAL CONTROL: Thieret had picked up a lost dog during the absence of the Animal Control Contractor this week.  A notice will be published and posted as required.

ANOTHER WELL SITE:  The most recent testing is looking for possible sites for a shallow well vs. a deep well that likely has radium due to the fault-line aligned between the South Rushford and newest Rushford City well.  Mayor Johnson also asked Norstad whether they would consider allowing a well on the Jim’s Building Center property if that is considered acceptable, because it would be near the distribution lines.
GREENSLADE:  A letter was received from CRV’s League of MN Cities attorneys asking that CRV Attorneys’ fees be paid for establishing the cartway, in the amount of $10,907.81. No action was needed.  December 14, 2010 is the court date set for the damages claim filed in Fillmore County.
REMOTE BACKUP:  An additional quote was received from Computer Danamics, Chatfield, who met with Overland, Schwanke, and Iverson on Friday, July 2, 2010.  He suggested using what we have vs. a new server and quoted it both ways.  In fairness to the others, Schwanke will contact them and ask for a quote for utilizing existing equipment.
GARBAGE SERVICE:  Many of the same people keep getting missed intermittently. Iverson was asked to write a letter to get their attention.  Schwanke, who often gets called, asked “at what point do we say ‘enough’ and seek other service?”
STREETLIGHTS - Woodland Heights: Mayor Johnson spoke with other staff at Tri-County Electric who said it would probably require another pole.  Costs are most reasonable long-term if Tri-County owns the lights, e.g., a set-up fee plus approximately $8.60/month.  Johnson will get a firm quote.  A motion was made by Atkinson, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously, to proceed in the interest of safety entering State Highway 43.
FINANCIAL:  Balance June 30th: $114,625.50; June Receipts: $200,581.11 and Disbursements: $83,577.89 included the $17,000.00 Emergency Siren Grant received and invoices paid directly by CRV.  Preliminary July Claims:
 $54,991.17.  A motion to accept the Financial report as presented was made by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
SEMDC Clerk Contract: Schwanke said the proposed increase of an additional half day per week for the Clerk to assist the Zoning Board was discussed with Overland and Iverson on July 2, 2010.  The cost increase quoted by SEMDC CEO Ron Ziegler is $624/month.  Iverson included that amount in the cash flow projected to the end of 2010.  Schwanke said they had previously questioned whether 24 hours would be enough time for the work.  Iverson had also commented on the extra time required per special meeting/public hearing. The additional half day per week at $624 per month (Total: $3744/month) was approved on motion by Overland, seconded by Ekern and carried unanimously.
INVESTMENTS – June CD Renewals: Schwanke reported the best rates are still at Rushford State Bank.  2 % applied to two CD’s for 12 months and one for 9 months.  Iverson said three CD’s are maturing in July and should all be allowed to renew:  PFA-Marine Credit Union $1,934.44 on July 13, 2010; Associated Bank-Sewer $13,989.10 and General Fund Equip $16,052.70 on July 17, 2010.
OTHER UPDATES / Communications: Iverson received an inquiry from a new landowner northeast of Rushford City, as to whether hunting is permitted in that area.  The Council advised that the DNR and State statutes apply; the CRV has no ordinance.  A list of election judges will be presented to the Council on July 20th; Election Judge Training at CRV Hall: 3:00 pm, Tuesday, July 27th; State primary Election: August 10, 2010; General: November 2, 2010.  CRV Filing is August 3-17, 2010 for two 4-year Council terms and the 2-year Mayor’s term.   Flood Loan Status:
 Letters are pending for business flood loan recipients in consultation with Overland and Schwanke. 


July 12, 2010 Rushford City Council meeting:   A positive message was discussed: we are a community; we can be an asset; we also received an offer of the land but decided not to become developers. After other members declined, Mayor Johnson and Member Schwanke accepted appointment as the CRV representatives on motion by Overland, seconded by Atkinson and carried unanimously.  Johnson and Schwanke will assemble the response.
NEXT REGULAR Meetings: Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m., July 20th and August 3rd, 2010.  Next Zoning meetings: Tuesdays, 7:00 a.m., July 20th and August 3rd, 2010 at Judy’s Country Kitchen, Peterson.  The meeting adjourned at 10:04 p.m. on motion by Overland, seconded by Schwanke and carried unanimously.
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